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Commemorating the Venerable Master .

Everyone knows that the Venerable Master Hua valued and person-
ally practiced filial respect. Both he and great Master Chang Ren
were renowned for being filial. However, even to the end of his
life, the Master always modestly said that he had not practiced filial
respect perfectly.

Filial respect is not meant to be a slogan or a show for others
to see; rather, it has to come from the heart and through honest
practice. After you have practiced it, no one else knows and yet,
as you practice, you get a very clear sense of being grounded and
radiant. Also, your filial respect allows you to be respectful and
compliant to elders and even to the Dharma that elders speak. Due
to your respect and compliance, you will persevere in practicing the
Dharma and thus successfully learn the Dharma. Therefore, when
someone who has perfected his nature and his filial respect studies
the Dharma, how could he fail to learn any Dharma door?

Around the end of 1986, an elderly man in Los Angeles went to
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Gold Wheel Monastery to see the Venerable Master. As he was about
to bow to him, the Venerable Master said, “Elders need not stand on
ceremony! No need to bow!” He then pointed to a chair by his side
and said, “Come over. Sit here!” Seeing the Venerable Mastet’s very
agreeable, modest and unassuming manner, the old man talked freely
about the Xian Incident [when Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek
was captured by Marshall Zhang Xueliang in December 1936 in Xian]|,
the Sino-Japanese War, and the civil war between the Nationalists and
Communists. The Venerable Master also gave his unique views of those
situations. Later, the old man talked about how just before China had
completely been occupied by the Communists, he took a chance and
rushed back to the countryside in Canton to see his mother whom he
had not seen for a long time. He knew that his father had passed away
during his absence. His mother was all alone, very weak and sick. No
one took care of her, and her life in the countryside was very hard. He
felt pained and wished to take his mother with him. Considering that
he had no fixed residence and had to move wherever his job took him,
he told his mother, “As soon as the turmoil subsides, I’ll come back to
get you!” However, once he left the place, he had no chance to return.
Later he heard the news that his mother had passed away in the coun-
tryside. The old man was so sad and blamed himself.

Upon hearing this, the Venerable Master interrupted him right away
and said, “If I were you, even if the bullets fell on me, I would carry her
and escape.” This was not a casual remark; the Venerable Master puts
his words into practice. From this, we can see that from the bottom of
his heart, the Venerable Master would rather sacrifice his life than even
consider the idea of not being filial.

It’s easy to understand the principle, but when confronted by situ-
ations, ordinary people cannot fully apply it. Most will be way off the
mark and in the worst case, will have malicious motives and do evil
deeds. Ultimately what could be said about the Venerable Master’s filial
practice? Listen to my words:

Perfect in nature and perfect in filiality,

he could shatter rocks and frighten the heavens.

Perfect in nature and perfect in filiality,

he was revered by ghosts and spirits.
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