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My Reflections During the 10th Commemoration Ceremony
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A disciple once asked the Venerable Master: “If we follow the creeds
‘Freezing to death we do not scheme; starving to death we do not beg,
dying of poverty we ask for nothing!” — then how could we maintain the
monastery?” The Venerable Master replied, “As long as you strictly uphold
the precepts, people will naturally come to support the monastery.” During
the memortial ceremony of the 10" anniversary of the Master’s Nirvana,
we saw that these words have come true!

In the beginning, the Venerable Master didn’t go to mainland China or
stay in Hong Kong where he could have easily spread the Dharma. Nor did
he go to Taiwan where there were numerous Buddhists; however, he chose
to be far away from the crowds and settled down in a small town in the
western part of the United States where the culture was totally different.
It is a decision that ordinary people would not really understand. Today,
ten years after his passing, despite the long distance and the fatigue of
traveling, about two thousand pilgrims of different nationalities and from
different cultures came to the City — to do the three steps one bow and
to pay their respect to the Sharira of the Master... Seeing all this, I gained
an insight into the profound intent and great foresight of the Venerable
Master when he established the City here. In order to establish a founda-
tion for Buddhism in the United States, he wanted to plant deep roots to
have a solid grounding so that living beings can be liberated on a vast scale.
The reason why he chose Talmage — a small town with a few inhabitants,
was to allow his monastic disciples to be far away from the distractions
of the world, so as to concentrate on studying the Dharma and uphold
the precepts in a serene environment. He also established the elementary,
secondary schools and a university where students are educated in a pure
environment and graduate with excellence.

I can see the Venerable Master’s vision is being realized. Also, I feel as
a disciple of the Venerable Master, I also must shoulder the responsibilities
to carry on the legacy of the Master. I realize the motive of the Venerable
Master to mold the Buddha images: not just to decorate the Buddha Hall,
but also to fulfill his great vow —-Whoever comes to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas should and will become a Buddha.
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