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“Entering the Dharma Realm”, Book 39 of the Avatamsaka Sutra
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Locations:
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in Mendocino County, California
with one special week in the Oregon Coast Range
This summer in a tranquil monastic setting, Dharma Realm Buddhist University will host a seven-week inten-
sive immersion experience in the Buddhist tradition. Students will read, reflect upon, and discuss the Avatamsaka

(

Sutra’s epic thirty-ninth book, which narrates the spiritual quest for awakening undertaken by the youth Sudhana.
The program will follow a traditional monastic lifestyle of work, study, and meditation designed to calm the mind,
strengthen the body, and prepare the spirit for insight and understanding;

Classes will be led by faculty of Dharma Realm Buddhist University, both lay and monastic, with informal
roundtable discussions in the evening balancing the more formal classes of the day. Time will be set aside for quiet
reading, writing, and personal reflection. Workshops on yoga, chan/zen meditation, chanting, and ethical discipline
will be available throughout. Please visit the website for more details: http//www. drbu.org
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On Saturday, March 25, 2005, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhag
(CTTB) celebrated Instilling Goodness and Developing Virtug
Schools’ thirtieth anniversary. At lunchtime Terri Nicholson, thg
founding principal of the school, remarked that the most interesting
thing about these schools is that they have been neither “Buddhist’
schools in the full sense nor ordinary private schools, but somewhere
in the middle. The Venerable Master foresaw that the schools would
embrace all nationalities, religions, and countries throughout thg
world. She said that this is even more necessary now, and that what
the schools are doing is not something ordinary. Alumni Nakula
Hertz and Sarah Babcock reminisced on their school experienceg
and expressed their gratitude to the Venerable Master, school and
CTTB. Sarah, who is currently teaching Chinese at the school, said
it was wonderful to be able to work alongside her former teachers
and also have them as her mentors. The Mendocino County Sheriff]
spoke about how the Sheriff’s Department strives to realize similat
goals to those of the school, such as promoting respect and har-
monious community.

In the afternoon, the boys school alumni cheered the boys bas
ketball team as they competed in the playoffs, and the girls school
alumni and students engaged in games and discussions, where alumni
shared about their lives and careers and answered questions about
college. At 3:00 p.m., students, parents, alumni, teachers, and othet]
guests enjoyed a speech by entrepreneur and philanthropist Robert
Block. [See pages 40-43 for his talk.] One alumna donated pizza foq
all the students’ dinner, while the senior girls and the alumni gathered
Mrs. Terri Nicholson’s house for dinner.

At 7:30 p.m., students, alumni, parents, guests and CTTB resi-
dents filled the Buddha Hall, enjoying a slideshow of the school
history narrated by Terri Nicholson, who showed memorable sceneg
from the schools early years. Alumnus Franklyn Wu spoke of how
he had arrived at Developing Virtue Boys School barely knowing
any English, but had been transformed and challenged during hig
four years there. Dr. Martin Verhoeven shared the Venerable Mastet
Hua’s vision for the school and how this is what the world really
needs. Bhikshuni Heng Yin pointed out that the achievements of]
the school are possible only through the collaborative efforts and
hard work of all the residents at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
who serve as models for the students by living a life of virtuous
cultivation. The 30th Anniversary celebration brought togethet]
many people affiliated with the school and helped people realize
how special and transformative the experience can be. The school
is presently compiling a growing collection of essays by students
alumni, parents, and teachers for publication, and welcomes submis-

sions until June 15.
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