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Commentary:

Each of the attendants of those Buddhas were seeing this great assem-
bly of Bodhisattvas. Every attendant looked at these Great Bodhisattvas
of the three thousand great thousand worlds welling forth out of the
earth in the four directions. In each of the cardinal directions, they issued
forth from the ground and were dwelling in empty space. Because the
stupas of Many Jewels Buddha—the Thus Come One Many Jewels—and
Shakyamuni Buddha were both in space, this great assembly of Bodhisat-
tvas stood neither in the heavens nor on the ground but in space. Each
attendant said to his respective Buddha, “World Honored One.” The
title World Honored One here does not refer to Shakyamuni Buddha, but
to all of Shakyamuni Buddha’s division-body World Honored Ones. There
were limitless, boundless asamkhyeyas of Bodhisattvas in this great
host. Asamkhyeya means a limitless number. There were limitless, boundless
numbers of limitlessly, boundlessly many Bodhisattvas. “Where have they
all come from, this great assembly of Great Bodhisattvas? How is it that
we have never met them before? What place have all these Great Bodhisat-
tvas come from?”

Sutra:

Each of those Buddhas then told his attendants, “All of you good
men, just wait one moment! There is a Bodhisattva Mahasattva named
Maitreya, upon whom Shakyamuni Buddha has bestowed a predic-
tion that he shall be the next Buddha. He has already asked about this
matter, and the Buddha is about to answer him. For this reason, you
may all hear about it.”

Commentary:

Each of those Buddhas, all those division-body Buddhas of Shakyamuni
Buddha, then told his attendants, the disciples he had brought with him,
“All of you good men. You youngsters! Just wait one moment. Don’t make
so much noise. You aren’t the least bit composed.” The Buddhas certainly
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said, “Quiet! Don’t make so much noise. Wait a minute. Don’t be
nervous. There is a Bodhisattva Mahasattva—there’s already a
Great Bodhisattva—named Maitreya. He is the one upon whom
Shakyamuni Buddha has bestowed a prediction that he shall
be the next Buddha. Maitreya Bodhisattva has been given a pre-
diction and a name; he will follow Shakyamuni Buddha to become
the next Buddha. After Shakyamuni Buddha enters Nirvana, then,
in the future, within the Buddhadharma, Maitreya will be the next
Buddha.”

In the world, there are proponents of externalist ways who claim
to be Maitreya Buddha. This one says, “l am Maitreya Buddha; I
have come. Do you recognize me?”

Another says, “Actually, I am the real Maitreya Bodhisattva.”

That’s the way it goes. One transmits a Way and another one
transmits another Way. Each transmits a different teaching, There’s
“receiving perfection” and “reaping the fruition” —lots of kinds. In
China alone, there are many phony Maitreya Bodhisattvas. They say
they are Maitreya Bodhisattva, but actually it’s too eatly for Maitreya
Bodhisattva to come.

Maitreya Bodhisattva will come in the future. When will that be?
I’ve talked about this before. The average human life span decreases
by a year every hundred years. The average height decreases by an
inch. When the life span has decreased to the point that people live
an average of ten years, it will begin to increase again at the same
rate: every hundred years adding one year to the average life span
and adding one inch to the average height.

When the average life span drops to ten years, people will be
about the height of dogs. They won’t grow very tall, and they will
die by the time they are ten years old. People’s life spans and heights
will decrease each hundred years. But most people don’t live to be
a hundred, so we won’t know how tall the people will be a hundred
years from now. Also, you have to remember that this is an average,
not a specific person’s height and life span. You may want to argue
that some people are taller than people used to be. But individuals
don’t count; we are referring to the average.

After the average human life span reaches ten years, it will
begin to increase. Every hundred years, the life span will increase
by one year and the average height by one inch; they will increase
again. When the average life span has increased to eighty-four
thousand years, it will start to decrease again. When the average life
span has decreased to eighty thousand years, Maitreya Bodhisattva
will come into the world. Therefore, these pretenders who say they
are Maitreya Bodhisattva are mistaken. But you should also realize
this: If you have conditions with Maitreya Bodhisattva, he can come

now and teach and transform you; he can save you. There are no
fixed Dharmas.
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