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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
THE VENERABLE ANIRUDDHA (coxmmuem)
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When the Buddha was about to enter Nirvana, the Venerable Aniruddha
told Ananda to ask the Buddha about four matters. They were:

1)  When the Buddha has been in the world, we have taken the Bud-
dha as the Teacher. However, when the Buddha enters Nirvana, who will
be our teacher? The Buddha answered, “Take the Pratimoksa, the precepts,
as your teacher.”

2)  We have always lived with the Buddha, but when the Buddha enters
Nirvana, where are we going to live? The Buddha answered, “You should
live according to the Four Applications of Mindfulness.

3) When we compile and edit the Sutras, with what words should they
begin? The Buddha answered, “They should begin with the words, “Thus
I have heard.”

4)  When Buddha has been in the world, all the evil-natured Bhikshus
are naturally subdued. When the Buddha enters Nirvana, how do we deal
with them? The Buddha answered, “Simply be silent and ignore them.”

A verse in praise says:
He made offerings to a holy monk
And increased both his blessings and wisdom.
Continuing without cease,
He ascended step by step.
The distance to Bodhi was short,
So he was the first to reach the shore of awakening.
He disciplined himself with eight dharmas,
Following them as his creed.

Commentary:

He made offerings to a holy monk / And increased both his blessings

and wisdom. He made an offering to a Pratyekabuddha; and therefore, his

wisdom and blessings both increased for 91 consecutive eons.
Continuing without cease, / He ascended step by step. His

EEEIEE —O0ONE=A




BIOGRAPHIES

CPIRED ) FEREET ) ¢ PRt
A P IETSEVRIR -
AR AN RN o FiﬁfﬁJ S
phﬁiﬁﬁrgl[ El:ln\a‘ﬁ\jﬁ[cl )
IEE'T[*E’F"JEE l:lu 4 j‘F‘lT TS
F[UJZ;E‘F[;[ o

NERBH -
IIERENER CTHCRIIRZ
BIREEREE BmRITEERX
N+—HHEER BTEUBEER
NS=HEBHEE IISERXRE

Gi
rﬁﬁéfﬁbﬁﬁﬁﬁs’ffluf R
) P BPSEERI o )
%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ@%o
TR R

SRR T R N RN o A
LR - YR s T
FRLHPIS IS e - ST P

(0 PG = B Hps

T - HE I F R
GE SR S TS TEL N S 1
EL'I’[—H%% °

r[ﬂﬁ%ﬁ P GE > e R et
% l*‘ﬁ”ﬁﬁﬁ’i‘ﬁ' JPHEHIES F} EEaly
HisEI ML e o PP R B
Al E A B

O RL TR P BE. [ P
et o 2 P 4 ISR S
P -

l.L

blessings and wisdom increased day by day, so that he got closer to the
Path to Bodhi, enlightenment. The distance to Bodhi was short, / So
he was the first to reach the shore of awakening. He was the first to
reach the shore of unsurpassed, proper and equal, right enlightenment.
He disciplined himself with eight dharmas, / Following them as
his mottos. He regulated himself with eight kinds of rules. His mottos

can also be outs.

Another verse says:
Lazy at first, he became so diligent that he didn’t sleep.
For seven days and nights, his blood and tears flowed.
In his intense vigor, he hurt both eyes.
Out of pity, the Buddha taught him to illuminate the heavens.
For ninety-one cons, he did not experience poverty.
For millions of lifetimes, he enjoyed a blessed existence.
He inquired from the Buddha on four matters.
His meritorious virtues are infinite and everlasting.

Commentary:

Lazy at fitst, he became so diligent that he didn’t sleep. / For seven
days and nights, his blood and tears flowed. In the beginning, his prac-
tice was sloppy, but later he became very diligent and went without sleep.

In his intense vigot, he hurt both eyes. / Out of pity, the Buddha
taught him to illuminate the heavens. He went seven days and nights
without sleep, thus probably his eyes bled and went blind. The Buddha
took pity on him and taught him “All-perceiving, illuminating vajra sama-
dh?”’. Because he cultivated this sawadhi, he attained the heavenly eye that
penetrated heaven and earth.

For ninety-one cons, he did not experience poverty. / For millions
of lifetimes, he enjoyed a blessed existence. For 91 eons, he was never
poor, but was always born into wealthy circumstances.

He inquired from the Buddha on four matters. / His meritorious
virtues are infinite and everlasting. He taught Ananda to ask for the
Buddha’s instructions on four matters. His metit and virtue are endless and
boundless, and they will be known in the world forever.

If the Venerable Aniruddha had not advised Ananda to go to ask
Buddha, we wouldn’t have any idea how to deal with those four mat-

ters now.
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