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Commentary:

By the same token, defiled dharmas are also poisonous. They are de-
monic dharmas. You shouldn’t think that the world is making progress
in science. The thinker Jiang Xizhang early on remarked, “This kind
of progress is actually retrogression — progressive poisoning.” The
further they advance, the deeper they get into the poison. As the world
population multiplies and explodes, the human species will end up
annihilating itself. After the human species is completely destroyed,
a new strain will crop up. That’s how the world is. There are the suf-
o y D ferings of birth, old age, sickness and death. The world undergoes
iﬁi;‘uﬁ B U RLe R Y ST ﬁf&% the stages of formation, stasis, decay and emptiness, going back and
B i F{/[{llﬁlﬁﬂi PEISER S ZRE foreh. That's how the world turns. Otherwise, if the population con-
I~ m%‘éﬁ I mﬁ%ﬁﬁ} I EER fﬁ(iﬂﬂiﬁ <SP tinues to multiply and explode, eventually the whole planet will blow
TS 7 AP B o I ;‘%ﬁﬂ JEZHEE up and everyone will end up in the bottom of the ocean. That’s why

~

—Fii

2 % JFEEE[ 4 B . ¢ @ng =g the world undergoes the period of destruction, too.
PUEL ] Rl -~ 4k % s b LA B,U\EE./I H[ The verse in the Lankavatara Sutra continues,

oy o AR < SFE A R
:’ * [HJ 3} = ﬁﬂ 7_7L R All dharmas are without a Dharma substance,
F
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e AR - e S A N I = Everything manifests from your true mind.
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And so we say that all is made from mind alone.
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SIS ﬁﬁﬂﬁ’ﬁf? [ﬂ'ﬁé[{llfl@ﬁﬁ' Lo ;E Because of not seeing one’s own mind....you do not un-
i ﬁij:ﬁlﬁ (HEEA N P /HA\;LF;FT—H i~ derstand and observe the workings of your true mind. Instead you
A A A #IIF;H[E{ apply effort on your false mind. For this reason, one gives rise to

H ﬁﬂ BRI, IRy ﬁ*ﬁﬂ SEER T e S discrimination. You do not perceive your permanently abiding true
R R P i mind, the pure nature and bright substance. Instead you work on your
17 B IF:F lFT’IJ °

false, discriminating mind.
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Dhyana Master Dao Chi concluded by saying, “This is indeed
the most true and utmost discourse of our greatly compassion-
ate father!” By speaking this verse for us, the Buddha is expressing
the greatest compassion and pity for us living beings. He is truly our
greatly compassionate father. And this is the most ultimate, most true
discourse.

A monk asked, “What is the Buddha?” He did not recognize
who was the Buddha. Having left the home-life and donned the sash,
he ate the food of Buddhism and wore Buddhist clothes, yet he failed
to recognize the Buddha. From his question you can see that the monk
was very much like me. He was just as confused as I am: we don’t know
how many grains of rice we have eaten, nor do we know how many
pieces of thread there are in our clothing, I am also someone who doesn’t
understand anything, This monk did not recognize his original face.

The Master replied, “Well, who are you?” The question was
“What is the Buddha?”” And the Master came back with the retort, “Well,
who are you?” The meaning behind this is: “All living beings are endowed
with the Buddha-nature. All can become Buddhas.” Every living being
has the Buddha-nature. Why do you fail to recognize it? Why do you
miss the opportunity that is right before your face? Your own nature is
the Buddha. Why do you look for it outside? Why don’t you gather back
your own family heritage and make good use of it?” That was the way
the Master answered the monk.

The Master presided as abbot over three monsateries:
Dongchan (Eastern Dhyana) in Huangmei, Hubei Province; Shuang-
lin (Twin Grove); and Yunju (Cloud Abode) Mountain where there is
Zhenru (True Suchness) Monastery, in Jiangxi Province. He was abbot
of those three monasteries.

His works include Essential Saying, prime selections of his sayings;
Probing the Mysteries, a treatise on probing the most esoteric and
wondrous principles; and Selected Topics from Successive Generations
of the Ancients, and other works, all of which are widely dissemi-
nated in the world. They were very popular and respected works of
that time.

A verse in praise says:

What is the Buddha?

Well, who are you?

The mind does not perceive the mind;

Where was there ever a separation?

A son born outside does not resemble the father.
My way has no sons.

Selected topics from the ancients:

Great kindness and great compassion.
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Commentary:
What is the Buddha?/ Well, who are you? That was the Mastet’s
answer to the monk’s question. “All living beings are endowed with the
Buddha-nature. All can become Buddhas.” Why do you fail to recognize
this? Don’t you recognize your original face? That is just the Buddha.
Therefore, Buddhism is the most egalitarian teaching, Anyone can be-
come a Buddha, even mosquitos and ants, even someone as tiny as me.
The mind does not perceive the mind. Most people cannot perceive
their true minds. Instead they use their false minds. Where was there
ever a separation? Where did the rift arise, wherein relying on the true,
one gave rise to the false? You should take good stock of this.
Confused, one is a living beings. Enlightened, one is a Buddha.
The Buddha is one with great wisdom. He is not that special. He’s
simply endowed with great wisdom. The Buddha is someone who is
replete with great wisdom, who can know things in advance and things
of the past. Above, he knows the myriad ages past; below, he knows
the myriad generations to follow. If someone reaches the place where
there is nothing that he does not know and nothing that he does not
understand, then he is a Buddha. The Buddha knows what most people
do not know, and understands what most people do not understand. If
you can recognize your own mind, then you can become a Buddha.
A son born outside does not resemble the father. An adopted
son will certainly not be like his father. My way has no sons. I don’t
want sons or grandsons. Selected topics from the ancients—that’s
the name of his work. Great kindness and great compassion. This

Dhyana Master was also very kind and compassionate.

Another verse says:
Cloud abode is lofty and steep;
The lion makes it his abode.
Throughout successive generations, dragons and elephants
flourished in Jiangxi provice.
Master Dao’s Dharma assemblies transformed
both monastics and laypeople.
The bright lamp illumined past and present,
piercing the dark void.
The Lankavatara Sutra seals the mind,
and opens the Proper Eye.
Prajna, apart from appearances, takes across deluded beings.
Kindness, compassion, joy, and giving are
the Four Measureless Minds.
Beings from this and other regions all take refuge.
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Commentary:
Cloud abode is lofty and steep; the lion makes it his
abode. The cliffs of Yunju Mountain are precipitous,
and lions dwell in them. “Lions” refers to lofty Sangha
members with great virtue. Throughout successive
generations, dragons and elephants flourished in
Jiangxi province. True Suchness Monastery is known to
have produced unique talent in Buddhism. The geomancy
(literally “wind and water”) of thatarea in Jiangxi Province
is supreme. There are many ancient relics and historical
sites. The area is very scenic and beautiful. Mount Lu is
also in Jiangxi. Master Dao’s Dharma assemblies trans-
formed both monastics and laypeople. When Dhyana
Master Dao Chi presided as abbot at Yunju Mountain,
the Dharma assembly was especially splendid, and he
taught many monastics and lay people. The bright lamp
illumined past and present, piercing the dark void.
“Bright Lamp” refers to his teacher, Dhyana Master Fa
Deng (Dharma Lamp). From past to present, the Dharma-
pulse of Dhyana Master Fa Deng also sheds brilliant rays,
llumining all dark places.

The Lankavatara Sutra seals the mind and opens
the Proper Eye. This Sutra is dedicated to “sealing” the
mind, and discusses principles of Chan. The Sutra has a

verse which reads:

All dharmas are without a dharma substance,

And so we say that all is made from mind
alone.

Because of not seeing one’s own mind,

One gives rise to discrimination.

This verse can help people get greatly enlightened. Proper
Eye refers to the eye of wisdom. People lacking the Five
Eyes and Six Spiritual Powers cannot say they don’t believe.
There are now people who stretch the argument, insist-
ing that television and radio are forms of the heavenly
eye and the heavenly ear. That’s ridiculous. It’s pathetic.
They claim that present scientific progress is the modern
version of the Five Eyes. Those people are scratching
their boots, hoping to relieve the itch on their feet. They
do not know what they are talking about. Yes, everyone

is endowed with the Five Eyes and Six Spiritual Powers.
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However, they do not know how to develop and use them,
and therefore that potential is buried. But if everyone can
study the principles of the Lankavatara Sutra, their proper
“Eye” will open.

Prajna, apart from appearances, takes across de-
luded beings. Prajna is Sanskrit, and it means wisdom. If
you have wisdom, you will no longer attach to appearances,
and you will no longer be foolish. If you lack wisdom,
you will be foolish. If you have wisdom, you won’t have
any more attachments and you will separate from all ap-
pearances. Kindness, compassion, joy and giving are
the Four Measureless Minds. If we are able to expand
those Four Measureless Minds, we will become identical
to the Buddha. Beings from this and other regions all
take refuge. All beings, from this world and that world,
whether they are sentient or insentient, should take refuge
with wise teachers, take refuge with the Triple Jewel, and
bring forth the Bodhi resolve.

(Continued from page 7)

Some bring down to three or two disciples or one disciple.
And there are those who come alone without a retinue.
Maybe there are Bodhisattvas who come by themselves
because they prefer not to take disciples, feeling that dis-
ciples often fail to heed instructions and make all kinds
of trouble. Preferring isolation, some cultivators come all
by themselves. But now even they, all these, come before
the Buddha Shakyamuni, in numbers surpassing those just
stated. There’s really no way to calculate their number. So
large is the assembly / That were one to count them /
For great eons numbering more than Ganges sand grains,
/ Still one could not fully know them. Never could their

number be completely known.
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