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How to Resolve Different Opinions
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A TALK GIVEN AND TRANSLATED BY BHIKSHU JIN YONG ON JULY 6, 2005
IN THE BUDDHA HALL AT THE CITY OF TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS
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Please take alook at people around you. Do you see any two persons
that look the same? Now think about all the people you’ve ever seen
or met: have you ever seen any two look exactly the same? What
about twins? Do twins look exactly the same? I remember the iden-
tical twins in my class back in elementary school. In the beginning,
it was indeed difficult to tell who was who. However, before long,
everyone in the class was able to tell the subtle differences between
the twins. So everyone looks different, identical twins included.

It is said: “Appearances are made from the mind.” Since people
look different, how can we expect that they think the same? It is
only natural that people have different opinions/views of things.
Even the same person may change his/her opinion/view from time
to time.

We face different views/opinions every day. For example, in
the Buddha hall, when it is cold outside, some people would like to
see the doors closed, and yet some others may prefer to leave them
open to keep the air fresh. When it is hot, some may want to turn
the fans on, and yet others may prefer not to.

Remember the story of a group of blind people trying to figure
out what an elephant looks like? This is originally a Buddhist story
from the Great Parinirvana Sutra. Since blind people can't see,
they touched the elephant to feel what it was like. One happened
to touch a leg and immediately concluded that the elephant was like
a pillar. One touched the tail and said the elephant was like a piece
of rope. One touched the elephant’s back and said that it was like
a wall. One touched the trunk and said the elephant was like a big
hose. One touched the ear and said the elephant was like a fan. So

everyone saw differently. Each one insisted that he was absolutely
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right, so they argued and argued and couldn’t agree with each other!
This story illustrates clearly that people have different views.

How do we face different opinions/views? Lets discuss two
examples:

The first example is the very popular Taiwanese folk song “The
Dark Cloudy Sky”. It says that a thunderstorm is approaching and
the sky is covered with thick black clouds. An old man was plowing in
the fields and dugup a taro' to his surprise. He happily took it home
and asked his wife to cook it salty. His wife liked it plain, however.
They couldn’t agree with each other and ended up fighting, Guess
what happened? During the fight the old couple accidentally broke

the wok! Not only did neither get to eat the taro but both had to go
hungry for a while until they got a new wok! Obviously, fighting is
not the way to go because everyone loses at the end.

A famous successful example of resolving different opinions is
the US Congress. After winning the Independence War, the found-
ers of this country gathered to work on the Constitution. A difficult
question was how many representatives each state would get to send
to Congtress? Larger, more populated states favored the idea that
population determined the number of representatives from each
state. Smaller states did not like it, however, because they’d be out-
voted each time! They liked the idea that every state send the same
number of representatives, an idea that larger states felt was unfair
to them. How could they make all states, big or small, happy? The
founders did not fight, fortunately. Instead, they put their heads to-
gether, discussed and discussed, and finally came up with a brilliant
solution. They created two chambers: the Senate and the House of
Representatives. Each state would send two senators to the Senate,
and its population would determine the number of representatives
it would send to the House. All the bills would have to pass through
both Senate and House. All were pleased to get what they wanted.
This is still the present system, over 200 years already. If every state
had insisted on its own view, there would not be a strong, united USA
today! This is a classical example where everyone wins!

Now back to the elephant story. The blind people were still arguing
because each one insisted that he/she was absolutely right. How can
we help them to find out what an elephant really looks like? Obviously,
fighting is not the way to go. To us who can see cleatly, these blind
people were really stupid. We know that each of them saw only part
of the picture. All they had to do was to put all pieces together, like a
puzzle, and they’d then have the complete picture.

But, are we sure that we are not like the blind people? From
sages’ point of view, ordinary people are blind! Having not opened

the five kinds of spiritual eyes, we just don’t have the wisdom to see
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[ @]EIL ZUEAR S R XA E . things clearly. Physics also tells us that visible light occupies only an
Wrpe i R Gl B 20 extremely narrow band (wavelength of approximately 400 — 700 nm;
E G IS T Ee T 3 %iLT fi = o 1nm =1 billionth of a meter) in the electromagnetic wave spectrum.
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[ as infrared and radio waves, nor those shorter than violet light such

H:I Hipd [Eﬁ 5 lFEJJf 7 %,IE?}??E Bl F’IJ —H:rﬁ: as ultraviolet, microwave, x ray, etc.

LR We can see neither waves with wavelengths longer than red light such

i E RETE S/ E RES AR iR ?gflsj?ﬁ[% ’ Inthe Sutra in Forty-two Sections, the Buddha also warns us: “Be

=R ] EHT‘?‘]EJE‘ H\FF %EH,U s 3}/1 B ﬁzﬁﬁ = carefull Don’t trust your own thought. Your thought can’t be trusted
|G ARE ’1 [EEFAZIE ?‘ HIl > 251 unless you have already attained Arhatship2.”

21 7 {1 r :\f:l B PR AR jf*’ﬁli So, when facing different opinions, we’d better not insist that only

- %ﬁa ,ABEE AR | my own view is correct. Instead, let’s keep our minds open and listen

to each other. Appreciate different views, put our heads together and

use collective wisdom to come up with a more complete picture and
1. ’F’LEH,%'_%Z [N [ (-3 ﬁf[ ) W*iﬁﬂpzi& ) a better solution. As the saying goes: Three stinky leather workers
Bl SRR~ = P - surpass a smart person. Otherwise, we may be like the old couple in

) the Taiwanese folksong and end up with a broken wok and have to
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go hungry all together!

1. The original song says that the old man caught an eel-like fish. Since we
are all vegetarians, let’s change it to a taro, a potato-like root.

2. Even the great Arhats are, to some extent, blind compared to Buddhas.
This is because they can only see up to 80,000 great eons in the past but

not beyond.

(Continued from page 27)

“bordering on emptiness.” This would seem to bring us down to (at most) “a trillionth part of a trillionth part.” This is my interpretation
of the matter as reported in Fo-guang Dictionary (FG.5684c) of Hui-yllan’s Sanskrit Glossary (yin-yi) drawing upon the Great Yogacara
Astra.

3 An immeasurably large number.

4 The ten wholesome karmic deeds (kudala-karma) consist in not committing the ten bad karmic deeds. These consist of three related
to physical karma (killing, stealing, sexual misconduct), four related to verbal karma (false speech, harsh speech, duplicitous or divisive
speech, frivolous speech {including “lewd” speech}), and three related to mental karma (covetousness, anger, incorrect views).

Careful adherence to these ten standards of moral virtue have the karmic effect of conducing to celestial rebirth
unless the merit deriving therefrom is “transferred” through dedicating it to the utmost, right, and perfect enlighten-
ment of buddhahood.

5 A first-stage arhat, otherwise known as a “stream-enterer.”

6 A second-stage arhat, otherwise known as a “once-returner.”’

7 A third-stage arhat, otherwise known as a “never-returner.”’
81t is fairly clear that this interlinear note was inserted to prevent undue grandiosity and self-delusion on the part of the enthusiastic new
convert to the bodhisattva path. It might do us well to reflect at some length on the differences between a mere "facsi mile" generat-
ion of the bodhi mind typical of the good-hearted foolish common person and the genuinely perfect generation of the bodhi mind m-
ore typical of a journeyman bodhisattva. The issues surrounding this difference are explored in a very inspiring way in the following
section.
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