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16) Explanation of the Merit from Generating the Bodhi Mind

[Translator’s Note: This entite section is extracted from the Flower. Adornment (Avatarisaka)
Sutra']

[At that time], the God, Sakra Devanim Indra inquired of Dharma Wisdom
Bodbhisattva, saying, “Son of the Buddha, how much merit is gained by the bodhisattva
when he first generates the bodhi mind?”

Dharma Wisdom Bodhisattva replied, saying, “The meaning of this is extremely
profound, difficult to describe, difficult to know, difficult to analyze, difficult to believe
and comprehend, difficult to achieve the realization of, difficult to bring into action,
difficult to penetratingly understand, difficult to contemplate, difficult to calculate, and
difficult to proceed into. Although this is the case, I shall nonetheless endeavor, through
the support of the Buddha’s awesome spiritual powers, to explain this matter for you.

“Son of the Buddha. If there were a person who took up every form of happiness-
providing phenomena and made offerings of them to all of the beings in the eastern
direction in a number of worlds amounting to an asamkhyeya’s quantity, and contin-
ued to do this for an entire kalpa, and then afterwards instructed them and influenced
them to uphold the five precepts purely—and if he also performed the same actions in
the same way in all of the other directions of the south, west, north, the four midpoints,
the zenith, and the nadir—would that person’s merit be abundant, or not?”

Sakra Devanam Indra replied, “Only the Buddha would be able to know the extent
of this person’s merit.”

! This entire section devoted to the merit involved in generating the bodhi mind
consists of selected passages sequentially extracted from the Floral Adornment
(Avatariisaka ) Sutra’s Chapter Seventeen: “The Merit from the Initial Generation of the
Bodhi Mind” (T10.892-91c).

This edition of the sutra is a translation of the 80-fascicle edition brought to Luo-yang
in 695ce by the Khotanese tripitaka master Siksinanda who served as the ptimary translator,
assisted by such luminaries as Bodhiruci and Yi-jing. This translator data according to
FG: 5784c-a.
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