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“Far indeed from the Sages of the past.” They are very far from
the Buddhas. “Their deviant views are deep.” Everyone has deviant
knowledge and deviant views; no one has proper knowledge and
proper views. Their deviant views are too deep. “Demons are
strong, the Dharma is weak.” In this age the demons prosper and
the Dharma is very feeble. “Many are the wrongs and injuries.” You
hurt me, and I hurt you. We hurt each other out of resentment.
“Hearing of the door of the Tathagata’s Sudden Teaching,” If they
hear of the Buddha’s Proper Dharma Eye Treasury, the Dharma-
door of the Sudden Teaching, “they regret not destroying it as
they would smash a tile.” They regret not being able to wreck it
immediately, as they would smash a tile to bits. That’s how much
they hate the Buddhadharma. This is the way we are now.

Therefore, we Buddhists who live at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB) should not keep radios, televisions, or musical
records in our homes; we should get rid of these. No matter how
busy we are, we should attend the morning and evening ceremonies
and the Sutra recitations. We should not be absent from these
activities. If you are a layperson and you cannot make it to the
temple, you may do the morning and evening ceremonies, recite
Sutras, and investigate the Buddhadharma at home. Don’t spend
your spare time watching television or listening to the radio, being
no different from people of the outside world.

CTTB is different from the outside world, and we should
not let ourselves be influenced by the common crowd. All of
you should devote your attention to the Buddhadharma and to
studying and practicing the principles in the Buddhist Sutras. If
you memotize the Shurangama Sutra first, that will make me
extremely happy. Even at home, you should read and recite the
Shurangama Sutra, the Dharma Flower Sutra, and the Avatamsaka Sutra.
What’s the point of coming to CTTB if you don’t understand the
Buddhadharma at all? It’s meaningless. If you don’t understand
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anything and you have no idea what people are talking about during

discussions, then your being here is too pitiful.

Sutra:

They praise lust and break the Buddha’s moral precepts. The evil
demonic teachers and their demonic disciples that I just discussed
transmit their teaching through licentious activity. Such deviant
spirits take over cultivators’ minds, and after as few as nine lives
or as many as a hundred generations, they turn true practitioners
entirely into followers of demons.

Commentary:

They praise lust. How can one tell if someone is a demon? Demons
do not praise proper methods of practice. They praise lust and openly
advocate sex. And they break the Buddha’s moral precepts. They
say, “The Buddha’s precepts are useless. Don’t keep them. The Buddha’s
precepts were for adherents of the Small Vehicle to practice. We are
Great Vehicle Bodhisattvas, Great Vehicle Buddhas. Since we have
” The

evil demonic teachers of Dharma and their demonic disciples,

already become Buddhas, we don’t need to hold the precepts.

the disciples of the demon kings, that I just discussed transmit
their teaching through licentious activity. They practice lust with
each other and praise it, saying, “It is the finest and most wonderful
Dharma door. The principle of true emptiness and wonderful existence
lies right within this.”” Such deviant spirits, that is, those who extol
lust, take over cultivators’ minds. Because the cultivators’ minds are
confused by the deviant demons who have possessed them, they crave
sex and openly advocate lust. It’s all because the demons have taken
over their minds.

And after as few as nine lives or as many as a hundred
generations, they turn true practitioners entirely into followers
of demons. At the minimum, it takes nine lives. What does one “life”
mean? Is it the period from a person’s birth until his death? No. Rather,
it refers to a period of a hundred years. Therefore nine lives is nine
hundred years. At the most, it takes over a hundred generations. One
generation represents thirty years, and so a hundred generations is three
thousand years. It takes a minimum of nine lives to turn a true cultivator
completely into a member of the demon’s retinue.

At the other extreme, it might take as long as a hundred generations
from the time the demon confuses him until he becomes part of the
demon’s retinue. Although he has been confused, he still has to pass
through several more lives. Only after a long time does he officially join

(Continued on page 11)
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