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Sutra:
The World Honored One then, in the midst of the great host
of Bodhisattvas, said this: “So it is, so it is, good men. The
Thus Come One is peaceful and happy, free from disease
and worry. All the living beings are easy to transform and
cross over, and they do not cause me weariness. Why is this?
All these living beings have, lifetime after lifetime, always
received my transforming influence, and they have also paid
reverence to and venerated the Buddhas of the past, thereby
planting the roots of goodness. All these living beings, from
the time they first saw me and heard my teaching, imme-
diately believed and accepted it and entered into the Thus
Come One’s wisdom. As to those who cast aside their former
cultivation and study of the Small Vehicle, I now lead them
to hear this Sutra and to enter the Buddha’s wisdom.”

At that time the Great Bodhisattvas spoke these verses:
Good indeed, good indeed,
Great Hero, World Honored One,
That all the living beings
Are easy to transform and save,
That they can ask about the Buddha’s deep wisdom
And, having heard it, believe and practice it.
We all rejoice accordingly.

Commentary:

The World Honored One, then...
guiding masters had finished speaking their verse on behalf of
all the Great Bodhisattvas. In the midst of the great host of
Bodhisattvas, the Buddha said this...
was added by the Venerable Ananda when he compiled the Sutras.
“Then the World Honored One Shakyamuni, in the midst of
Bodhisattvas who completely filled the empty space in limitless

“Then” is when the four

This narrative sentence
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hundreds of thousands of millions of lands, such a great assembly as that,
spoke.” What did he say? He said, “So it is, so it is, good men. You asked
how I’'m doing, and it’s just as you stated. I am just fine. Good men, 1, the
Thus Come One, am peaceful and happy, free from disease. I'm in good
health and don’t have cause to worry. I have no afflictions. All the living
beings are easy to transform and cross over. They are all very obedient,
and they do not cause me weariness. Therefore, I don’t feel tired. I am
not at all displeased. Why is this? All these living beings have, lifetime
after lifetime, always received my transforming influence. They have
throughout life after life been receiving my teaching. They have obtained
my transforming instructions. And they have also paid reverence to and
venerated the Buddhas of the past. Not only have they been taught by
me, but in the presence of countless Buddhas of the past, they have been
reverent and respectful, and have praised them. They have thereby planted
the roots of goodness, planting many, many good roots; limitlessly many
good roots. All these living beings that I have been transforming at pres-
ent, from the time they first saw me, beheld my physical being, and heard
my teaching—the Store House Teaching, the Connecting Teaching, and
the Special Teaching—immediately believed and accepted it. Their faith
was instantly born. Some certified to the fruition of Arhatship; others were
certified to the fruition of Those Enlightened by Conditions. Still others
were certified to the stages of Bodhisattvahood and thus entered into the
Thus Come One’s wisdom, passing through the Ten Dwellings, the Ten
Practices, the Ten Transferences, the Ten Grounds, and on to the level of
Equal Enlightenment. Having traversed forty-one levels all together, they be-
came Great Masters of the Dharma-body. Finally, they entered the Buddha’s
wisdom and obtained the fruition of Wonderful Enlightenment.

As to those who cast aside their former cultivation and study of
the Small Vehicle—the people who previously studied the Small Vehicle
are not counted in this number—I now lead them to hear this Sutra. I
want them to listen now to this Wonderfu! Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra, to
be caused to turn from the small and go toward the great, to bring forth the
resolve of a Bodhisattva, to cultivate the Bodhisattva Way, and to enter the
Buddha’s wisdom.

At that time, after Shakyamuni Buddha finished speaking, the Great
Bodhisattvas spoke these verses to praise Shakyamuni Buddha: Good
indeed, good indeed. That is very good, very good, Great Hero, World
Honored One. The Buddha is the Great Hero who has transcended the
world. He is heroic both in and beyond the world. All the living beings who
should be taught and transformed are easy to transform and save. They very
easily accept the Buddha’s teaching and transforming. They can ask about
the Buddha’s deep wisdom / And, having heard it, believe and practice it.
After they listen, they believe, accept, and respectfully offer up their conduct.
They practice according to the Dharma. We all rejoice accordingly. All of
us, the Great Bodhisattvas, rejoice in this merit and virtue, and we wish to
respectfully offer up our conduct and to rely upon the Buddha’s teaching
in our cultivation as well.
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