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Sutra:
They further displayed ten clouds of lion thrones made of the bril-
liant light of supreme mani. They further displayed ten clouds of
lion thrones made of assorted ornaments and decorations. They
further displayed ten clouds of lion thrones made of jeweled gar-
lands and blazing lanterns. They further displayed ten clouds of lion
thrones that rain down strands of jewels everywhere. They further
displayed ten clouds of lion thrones made of a profusion of incense,
flowers, and strands of jewels. They further displayed ten clouds
of lion thrones made of a plethora of supreme mani revealing the
adornments of the thrones of all Buddhas. They further displayed
ten clouds of lion thrones adorned with doors, windows, steps,
beads, and other ornaments. They further displayed ten clouds of
lion thrones made of the jeweled branches and trunks of mani trees.
They further displayed ten clouds of lion thrones made of a blend
of jewels and incense and shining as brilliantly as sunlight.
Clouds of lion thrones such as those, as numerous as the dust-
motes in a sea of worlds, completely filled the air and did not dis-
perse. Having displayed those clouds, the Bodhisattvas bowed to
the Buddha and offered them to him. Then, in the northeast, each
Bodhisattva created a lion’s throne from an abundance of precious
lotuses and luminous mani banners, and seated himself upon that

throne in full lotus posture.

Commentary:

A few days ago at the World Peace Conference in Seattle, as we were all
reciting the Spiritual Mantra for Quelling Disasters and Bringing Auspi-
ciousness, a white cloud appeared in the air, and the cloud gave off white
light. The cloud stayed for about two hours; it didn’t disperse until after our
lectures were over. I don’t know if you were aware of this. Several others
did take notice of this event. It was a very propitious omen. That was an
auspicious cloud, a response to our prayers for world peace. The cloud
appeared like a Dharma-protecting dragon. When the Buddha attained
Buddhahood, the Bodhisattvas of the ten directions also made auspicious
clouds appear in the air as an offering to the Buddha. At this point in the
sutra, the Bodhisattvas made clouds of lion thrones appear.

They further displayed ten clouds of lion thrones made of the
brilliant light of supreme mani. They further displayed ten clouds
of lion thrones made of assorted ornaments such as lamps, censor,
bells, and so forth—all the objects that beautify the altar that are placed
before the Buddha; and decorations, such as carvings, flowers, and so
forth, which embellish the temple. For example, the other day someone

brought in several dozen sheets on which she had written “Om Mani
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Padme Hum.” Those are also decorations.

They further displayed ten clouds of lion thrones of jew-
eled garlands and blazing lanterns. They further displayed ten
clouds of lion thrones that rain down strands of jewels every-
where. Within the clouds appear lion thrones adorned with strands
of jewels. They further displayed ten clouds of lion thrones
made of a profusion of incense, flowers, and strands of jewels.
These lion thrones were made of all kinds of incense, flowers, and
jewels. They further displayed ten clouds of lion thrones made
of a plethora of supreme mani revealing the adornments of the
thrones of all Buddhas. They further displayed ten clouds of
lion thrones adorned with doors, windows, brick or stone steps,
beads, and other ornaments. They further displayed ten clouds
of lion thrones made of the jeweled branches and trunks of
mani trees. They further displayed ten clouds of lion thrones
made of a blend of all kinds of jewels and incense and shining
as brilliantly as sunlight.

Clouds of lion thrones such as those, as numerous as the
dustmotes in a sea of worlds, completely filled the air and did
not disperse. Having displayed those clouds, the Bodhisattvas
bowed to the Buddha and offered them to him. They made an
offering to the Buddha of all those clouds of lion thrones. Then, in
the northeast, each Bodhisattva created a lion’s throne from an
abundance of precious lotuses and luminous mani banners, and
seated himself upon his throne in full lotus posture. Although
the Buddha didn’t go to the northeast and the Bodhisattvas didn’t
come to the Buddha, they were as if face-to-face. Each Bodhisattva
sat in full lotus posture and cultivated Contemplative Prajna in order

to realize the wisdom of the ultimate reality.

Sutra:
Southeast of this sea of worlds of the Flower Treasury, there was
another sea of worlds called Adorned with Gold and Universally
INluminated by Vaidurya Light. Within the seed of those worlds,
there was a land called Pure Fragrance and Light. The Buddha
there was named King of Universal Joy and Profound Faith.

Within the great sea-like assembly of that Thus Come One
was a Bodhisattva Mahasattva named Universally Bright Lamp
of Wisdom. He and as many Bodhisattvas as dustmotes in a
sea of worlds all came to where the Buddha was.

Each Bodhisattva displayed ten clouds of banners made
of wish-fulfilling mani gems, which filled all of space and did
not disperse.
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Commentary:

To the southeast of this sea of worlds of the Flower Treasury, there
was another sea of worlds called Adorned with Gold and Universally
Illuminated by Vaidurya Light. Within the seed of those worlds there
was a land called Pure Fragrance and Light. The Buddha there was
named King of Universal Joy and Profound Faith.

Within the great sea-like assembly of that Thus Come One
was a Bodhisattva Mahasattva, a great Bodhisattva among Bodhisat-
tvas, named Universally Bright Lamp of Wisdom. He and as many
Bodhisattvas as dustmotes in a sea of worlds all came to where the
Buddha was. He and Bodhisattvas from other worlds as numerous as
motes of dust all came to the base of the bodhi tree, where Shakyamuni
Buddha had just realized Buddhahood.

Each Bodhisattva displayed in infinitely many layers ten clouds of
banners made of all kinds of wish-fulfilling mani gems, which filled
all of space and did not disperse. These clouds of anibanners lingered
in the air as an offering to the Buddha.

Sutra:

They further displayed ten clouds of banners adorned with sap-
phites and all kinds of flowers. They further displayed ten clouds
of mani banners of all kinds of fragrances. They further displayed
ten clouds of banners made of blazing, jeweled lamps. They fur-
ther displayed ten clouds of supreme mani banners showing the
Buddhas’ spiritual powers and speaking of Dharma. They further
displayed ten clouds of mani banners made of all kinds of garments
for adorning the body.

Commentary:

They, these Bodhisattvas as numerous as dustmotes, further displayed ten
clouds of banners adorned with sapphires and all kinds of wonderful
flowers. Sapphires refer to the blue gems owned by the Jade Emperor.
They further displayed ten clouds of mani banners of all kinds of
rare fragrances. They further displayed ten clouds of banners made
of blazing, jeweled lamps, burning lamps adorned with various precious
gems. They further displayed ten clouds of supreme mani banners
showing the Buddhas’ spiritual powers and speaking of Dharma.
These clouds showed the Buddhas of the ten directions and three periods
of time using spiritual powers and speaking Dharma to teach living beings.
They further displayed ten clouds of mani banners made of all kinds
of superb garments for adorning the body.

$07To be continued
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