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Shr Fu: My Greatest
T@GCher (Part I1I)

8% #dE BYLIM MING LUAN ON AUGUST 20, 2004

it} 4= ¢ F CHINESE TRANSLATED BY LI YU SUN

Another problem I faced was the constant sounds from my neigh-
bor’s wife. Throughout the day, she gives piano lessons to different
students. This recurrent loud music irks me as it obstructs me from
concentrating on my daily recitation. It got to a point when I refused
to be annoyed any longer and would stop cultivating and seek solace
in my room whenever her music started. Then I read the Shurangama
Sutra [Vol 8, pg 195] whereby Shr Fu warned us not to be greedy
for anything. He spoke about how a cultivator caused the demons to
come due to his greed for peace and quiet. Stunned, I try to change
my resentment towards her extremely loud and repetitive music. 1
begin to take her singing and the piano sounds as accompanying
music in my daily recitation, just as the music made by the Dharma
instruments complements the daily Buddhist ceremonies. Funnily
enough her music did not appear that irritating anymore.

Shr Fu is aware of every false thought that I strike up. To il-
lustrate this point, once I resolved to leave the home-life. I realize
that life is certainly suffering, marital bliss a misconception, etc.
However, my desire to renounce the home-life stemmed from my
disenchantment, vexation, and unpleasant tests. Afflictions are
certainly not the right reason to leave home. My deeply rooted at-
tachments obstructed me from fulfilling my wish. I kept on false
thinking on this matter and planning my next step in life. Shr Fu
certainly knew my thoughts and his timely, prompt advice was as
cool and refreshing as sweet dew, melting away all afflictions. I read
in amusement his response,

“...Buddhas and Bodhisattvas know all your thoughts. They
have the penetration of others’ thoughts and you can’t fool them.
So don’t have false thoughts. If your causes and conditions are such
that something should happen, it certainly will. But if you don’t
have what it takes, false thinking won’t make it happen.” [Flower
Adornment Sutra (FAS) Prologue 1% Door, pg 95]

While others may view the aforesaid remark as an insult, I find
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it so humorous — the perfect remedy to cure me of this particular
false thought.

Later, I had the strong urge again to leave home-life. Now that
I was in a better frame of mind, Shr Fu gave a different advice.
He kept on encouraging me to take the brave step of a great
hero. Whenever I randomly read the Sutras, I can feel his concern
through his words:“If you want to leave home, leave home, don’t
just express the wish to.”” [FAS Chap 7, pg 48]

He reassures me that,“Some people argue, ‘After you leave the
home life, you aren’t of much help to your parents or your broth-
ers and sisters.”” That is a mistaken notion. To leave home and
cultivate is to be truly filial to your parents and be truly helpful to
your siblings.” [FAS Chap 8, pg 68]

He added,“Don’t think that leaving home is an easy thing to
do. It can happen only from having planted seeds of Bodhi in
distant times past.” [FAS Chap 7, pg 18]

He also advised, “After leaving the home life, we must change
our bad habits that afflict most people of the world, and be de-
. [FAS Chap 39

termined to become upright and fine persons..
1, pg 35]

And, T arrange circumstances so that they can leave the home-
life with ease, without any impediment.”[FAS Chap 39 V, pg 57|

Eventually, when I stopped entertaining thoughts of leaving
home, coincidentally Shr Fu stopped advising me regarding this
issue for a very long time.

There was a time when Shr Fu defended me. As I had resigned
from my job to concentrate on investigating the Buddhadharma,
someone tried to encourage me to resume my working life. In
front of Shr Fu’s image on the altar, she said, “If you ask Shr Fu,
he will want you to go out to work!” I kept quiet and returned to
my room. Opening my Sutra, I came across Shr Fu’s remarkable
comments regarding that person’s claim: “What’s so great about
working? It only insures that you continue to be upside down!”

I relayed Shr Fu’s opinion to that person and she was at a loss
for words.

Shr Fu encourages my Sutra study on a few occasions:

“Listening to the Dharma is most precious. It is much better
than what money could buy. It is truly fine if you could have the
time to investigate the Dharma.”

“Tell me what does have meaning — what you consider mean-
ingful. Apart from the studying the Buddhadharma to end birth
and death, all the other activities that one does are not ending
birth and death.” [FAS Prologue 1st Door, pg 61]

(Continued on page 38)
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