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Shr Fu: My Greatest

]'Teacher (Part I1)

A 8% #dE BYLIM MING LUAN ON AUGUST 20, 2004
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Sometimes I will share with others the Buddhadharma that I have
learnt, depending on the right circumstances. I will either get a good or
hostile response from the other party. What did Shr Fu say regarding

this matter? His comment was,

Faith is a matter of causes and conditions. If a person has the ap-
propriate affinities, then even if you didn’t speak well, the person
will believe. But if someone has no affinities with you, then no
matter how well you speak, they won't believe. Also, the person
needs to have good roots to be able to have faith.” [FAS Prologue
22 Door 111, pgs 105-6]

As I pursue my study and investigation of the Buddhadharma,
I become ashamed and repentant of my past wrongdoings. I recol-
lect the times when I've been selfish, sought for personal advantage,
gave free rein to greed, anger and delusion and so forth. I must have
disappointed Shr Fu tremendously after he expended so much effort,
spating neither blood nor sweat to teach us to leave the path of confu-
sion and delusion. I will be immersed in regret and remorse for past
mistakes. Shr Fu understands my mental agony and distress, which is a
truly painful experience, and he gently and compassionately comforts

me in my grief:

That’s nothing. People in the world all make that mistake. As long
as you can change, everything’s O.K. I can be responsible for your
offenses.” [In Memory of the Venerable Master Hua, Vol.2 pg 256]

He had used those words to console/bring comfort to his left-home
disciple who always had her head down in guilt for all the bad things
she has done in the past.

When I bow in repentance, with each bow I would reflect on my
past wrong deeds. The trouble is that I can neither forget nor forgive
myself for past errors. Somehow, I was ‘reluctant’ to let go of my

former wrongdoings although I may have repented of them before.
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Probably I was unsure whether I had really repented and received a
pardon. Thus, my repentance sessions leave me mentally exhausted and
groggy as I rake up my past wrongdoings. Shr Fu came to my rescue
again by saying,

Once you make a fresh start as a new person, don’t think about the
past anymore; otherwise your mind will always be burdened, as if
you were carrying a heavy bag which prevented you from advancing

on the bright journey ahead.

He knew that I was still indulging in remorse although I had repented
very sincerely. So he gave me a wonderful panacea which cured me of
my misery, “The more you repent, the more joyful you become. This
is true repentance.”

Investigating the Buddhadharma is a truly rewarding experience.
Through the Sutras, ajra Bodhi Sea magazine, Dharma notes, or even
his taped lectures, Shr Fu will always find the perfect chance to teach and
guide me. For example, I am quite bothered if the environment is too
noisy owing to my lack of samadhi power. Once, I was patiently endur-
ing the noise which prevented me from sleeping. I got up and opened
my Sutra since I could not sleep. What did Shr Fu talk about?

The Bodhisattva obtains a quiet mind. This quietness is constantly
having no afflictions and being at peace. This quiet mind is being
happy. Quietness does not mean, ‘I like it quiet. You should all go
along with me and be quiet. It’s not that way. It means that right in
the middle of a place whose atmosphere is not quiet, you can be

quiet, as the saying goes,

The middle of a noisy matketplace
Is good for cultivation.

If you can be quiet in a noisy marketplace, then that’s real gung fu. If
you go off someplace where there isn’t a soul, saying that you want
peace and quietness, once you’ve run off to some solitary mountain
forest, what ends up happening? You quarrel with yourself. You
exhale one breath of air and say, ‘Hey, you ate not being quiet!’ You
inhale the next breath and say, ‘Hey, you are not being quiet!” and
you get afflicted. This quietness means that if you are someone who
can apply his skill, then any place will be quiet. If you are someone
who is unable to apply his skill, then even if you try to find a quiet
place, you won’t be able to.” [FAS Ten Grounds, pgs 82-3]

$)To be continued
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