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A verse in praise says:
His teacher dreamt of a blue falcon.
From birth the Master had remarkably fine features.
He kicked over Fu Mountain.
And extinguished the instructions of Master Da Yang.
His tongue rolled up wind and thunder.
He forged sages out of common mortals.
He was profound as the spring sun and the song
of ‘Springtime’ from Ying.

SHEE XEBER His song reverberates throughout Xinfeng.

BEGZL WGBS

EB@ETE SN FRE Commentary:

IEEE FHamE His teacher dreamt of a blue falcon. Dhyana Master Yuan Jian

had a dream about a blue falcon. From birth the Master had re-

ST S 2 T markably fine features. From birth he had the air of an immortal.
(il B ﬁbﬂ =73 1T - His entire physiognomy and bone structure revealed the makings
F :E;"‘/T! ?J Wt MERLENEH HF i of a Dharma vessel. He kicked over Fu Mountain. He went to

thunderclap when he spoke the Dharma. There was tremendous
movement connected with his speaking. Common mortals and
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S, J F sages are together smelted and refined. He forged sages out of
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song of ‘Springtime’ from Ying. The manner of his Way, his entire
style, was extremely lofty. His song reverberates throughout Xinfeng.
This also means that his theory was too profound to be matched. At
Xinfeng, he also maintained a very lofty style. Most people could not

compare with understand him.

Another verse says:
He passed an exam on the Sutras and entered
the door of emptiness.
“Just this is the mind’s inherent nature” and he awakened to
the truth.
“An externalist asks about the Buddha—that which cannot be
expressed with words.”
A bright light illumined his inner clarity: He tried to speak, but
his mouth was covered up.
The lofty airs of Dong Shan are like the spring sun shining
everywhere.
The Dharma rain of Fu Shan falls, and thick dew drops form
on the flowers.
Transcend the common and enter sagehood; leave attachment.
Roam everywhere, carefree and happy, put an end to language
and words.

Commentary:

He passed an exam on the Sutras and entered the door of empti-
ness. He passed the exam on the Sutras, and was “crossed over.” What
does that mean? It means he entered the door of emptiness [Buddhism],
left the home-life, and became a monk. Within this door, there isn’t
anything. Not a single dharma is set up, and the myriad thoughts are
all empty. For this reason it is called the door of emptiness.

“Just this is the mind’s inherent nature” and he awakened
to the truth. Right in our own mind is the Buddhanature. By under-
standing the mind and perceiving the nature, one enlightens to the
true doctrines.

“An externalist asks about the Buddha—that which cannot be
expressed in words.” Dhyana Master Yuan Jian told him to look into
this meditation topic. To look into means to investigate an externalist’s
asking about the Buddha. However, he could not use language to for-
mulate it or describe it.

A bright light illumined his inner clarity: He tried to speak, but
his mouth was covered up. “Inner clarity” means inner sagehood, that
is, great wisdom-light. That his mouth was covered up means nothing
can be said. For this reason, Dhyana Master Yuan Jian covered up the

Master’s mouth. Once you open your mouth and speak, you’ve made
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a mistake. Anything that falls within the scope of words is not the actual
meaning. It is not true. Therefore, first the mouth had to be covered up,
before he was allowed to speak.

The lofty airs of Dong Shan are like the spring sun shining ev-
erywhere. Dhyana Master Dong Shan’s lofty virtue and conduct are like
the spring sun that helps everyone realize the Way.

The Dharma rain of Fu Shan falls, and thick dew drops form
on the flowers. The Dharma words spoken by the Buddha are especially
pure. Dhyana Master Fu Shan’s Dharma just like the rain which makes the
spring flowers bear heavy drops of dew. This is also a special state.

Transcend the common and enter sagehood; leave attachment.
Transcend the attachments of common people. Common people are at-
tached to such notions as, “this body is mine.” They become attached,
scheming for benefits for the “self.” People will only do something if it is
of personal advantage to them. If something is harmful to them, they won’t
do it. They are attached to their reputation, their position, their power,
their status, and everything connected with themselves. Basically, people
need not become attached to any of these things. However, common
people are attached. Once they become attached, they are no longer free.
They get more and more attached until they become stuck. If they are
attached to emotion, they get stuck in emotion. If they are attached to
love, they get stuck in love. Whatever they are attached to, they become
stuck in that thing, If you wish to separate from these attachments, you
have be free of all attachments. You should have the attitude, “Everything
is okay. No problem.” That’s separating from all attachments. If someone
can really adopt this attitude, “Everything’s okay, no problem,” then even
if people scold him, there will be no problem. Even if they hit him, or
kill him, still there is no problem. In other words:

The nature is like empty space,
Encompassing both true and false therein.
Once you awaken to the original substance,

And understand one thing, you will understand everything.

If you experience a single breakthrough, you can comprehend everything.
If you are attached to this thing, you will have this kind of affliction. If
you are attached to that, you will have that kind of affliction. If you are
attached to fame, you will have the afflictions connected with fame. When
you fail to get a good name, you will become upset. Even if you achieve
fame, you’ll be afraid of losing it. If you are attached to profit, then you
will have the afflictions connected with obtaining profit. Before getting
it, you wortry over not getting it; having obtained it, you worry over los-
ing it. Wouldn’t you say that was a lot of trouble? From morning to night

you addle your brains trying to protect yourself—protecting your name,
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your position, your authority, protecting everything you have. If one is
concerned about supporting one’s family, one may use all kinds of man-
uevers to scheme for benefits, in which case one is unable to separate
from attachments.

Roam everywhere, carefree and happy, put an end to language
and words. If you can separate from your attachments, then you are
happy and carefree to roam everywhere. Language and words perish.
There is no need to say anything—everything is finished. From the mo-
ment of birth all the way until death, you have been so intently attached
to east, west, north, and south. However, at the time of death, there is
nothing left. You have to put it all down. That being the case, why do
you have to wait until death before you put down these things? If you
could do it when you are alive, wouldn’t that be much better?

Someone protests, “Won’t I become bereft of everything?” Well,
what use are all your attachments anyway? When death comes, you lose
your wisdom, you lose your energy and spirit. You only manage to make
yourself foolish, so that you fare worse life after life. Because of your

TS O ISTAR SRt « KR 2

greed for wealth, sex, fame, food, and sleep, you harm yourself. You fall

lower day after day, and become increasingly ignorant. What’s it all for,

WET%IFWE{L"&W# |

anyway?

If you can be free of attachment, then your basic wisdom will mani-
fest, and you won’t fall. Take a look at horses, cows, sheep, and so forth;
they are a lot less intelligent than human beings. Although they seem to
understand a little, their wisdom is far inferior to that of people. Why is

that? It is because they used up too much of their “gasoline”.
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