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A Journey in Remembrance
of Our Beloved Master

#H % ¢ BYMADALENA LEW
=4t ¢ # CHINESE TRANSLATED BY REN DE

When I was young and growing up, I loved to hear Shi Fu (Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua) telling me all of his youth stories that occurred in
his hometown in Dongbei (northeast China). Being born and raised in
the Westernized metropolitan Hong Kong, I always wondered what Shi
Fu’s hometown, Shuangcheng (Twin Cities), looked like and what kind
of place it was, where children didn’t even have shoes to wear or toys
to play with and where some people still lived in thatched huts!

On one sunny day in late March this year (2005), I finally got to see
Shi Fu’s hometown that I had always dreamed about!

As we got out of the plane at the Harbin Airport, we shivered
in the chilly wind, especially since we had just come from the warm
climate of Yunnan. The temperature was only 2-3 degrees Centigrade
in Harbin that day, considered warm for that time of the year. “Shi
Fu really takes care of us with such warm weather and there is neither

1

snow nor storms!” I said to encourage everyone.

The warmth that went through me brought back memories of at-
tending Chan sessions up in the mountains at Cixing Monastery (Hong
Kong) when I was young, with a couple youngsters of my age. The chilly
feeling up there in the early morning at 4 a.m. was not much different.
Shi Fu would always ask us, “Are you dressed warmly enough? Do you
have enough blankets at night?” since there was no heat up there. His
caring heart and fatherly kindness has touched every one of us deeply.
A snowstorm hit Harbin hard a day after we left for Beijing. Was this
plain luck or because Shi Fu was looking after us!?

In Shi Fu’s childhood years, Shuangcheng was a small town in Jilin
Province. Wuchang (Five Constant) was just another small town nearby
Shuangcheng. Nowadays, Shuangcheng and Wuchang are both big cities
in Heilongjiang Province. However, the village of Xiangbaiqi where Shi
Fu lived is now in Wuchang, no longer in Shuangcheng. Also, Shi Fu’s
birth village is now within the township of Lalin (where Shi Fu used
to be the leader of the local Virtue Society). What a big change! Since
the late 1940s, the population of China has tripled, especially in the
last decade, as the economy of China has rapidly grown. The CXW
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A house in Dongbei  [NI*fIY 5]

Heilongjiang Province now covers many more cities and towns.

It takes only a couple of hours by bus to get from Harbin to
Lalin Town in Wuchang City. On the way, we passed by Pingfang
District where Sanyuan (Three Conditions) Monastery had been
located before. All you can see now is leveled land. There is a
Memorial Hall to commemorate the World War II victims of the
Japanese biological warfare in China, which wiped out almost every
villager in a very short time. How true are the verses Shr Fu used
to constantly say to us, to urge us to cultivate when we were young:
“Be diligent and vigorous, as if your own head were at stake. Be
mindful of impermanence and never be lax.” “Once you lose the
human body, you may not get it back for 10,000 eons.”

We were greeted by Shi Fu’s grand nephew Bai Mingzhi at the
toll gate and he led us to Minwei village where he lives (approxi-
mately 3-4 Chinese miles from Shi Fu’s village during his childhood,
which no longer exists). In Minwei village, there are still people
living in thatched huts! You can tell that some are still working
hard, struggling to make a living. Most people in the village are
farmers who rely on wheat farming, Because the weather was still
very cold, they had no farm work to do yet.

We also went to the gravesite of Shi Fu’s mother at the far end
of an intersection of two dirt roads. Shi Fu’s birthplace, Xiangbaiqi
village, is about 2-3 miles to the south of that site. However, this
area is all leveled to be farmland, hence the grave can no longer
be found.

Comparing Shi Fu’s hometown now with that of 75 years ago,
I can imagine how poor the villagers were then; and what kind of
hardship and suffering Shi Fu went through! I am really ashamed
that I did not cultivate more vigorously with all the best environ-
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(left) Group photo in front of Bai Mingzhi’s home. (tight) Dharma Master Zheng Zhan, youngest son of Bai Mingzhi, great grand nephew of Shi Fu

ments and opportunities I have to study Dharma from such
a wonderful Master! How shameful!

Now, I understand why Shi Fu always told us that “if
one can bear the most unbearable hardship, one can
become the most outstanding heroic person”. He also said,
“It is hard for the rich people to cultivate the Way.” No
wonder Shi Fu was held in such high regard—venerated
and respected everywhere he went, because he had endured
so much hardship—not just in Dongbei, but also in Hong
Kong and in America.

After spending a warm and comfortable night at a Har-
bin hotel, we visited Jile (Ultimate Bliss) Monastery(one of
the four biggest monasteries in Dongbei) the next morning,
The head monk there welcomed us cordially after finding
out that we were from America and were disciples of the
Ven. Master, but he had not the slightest idea about Vener-
able Masters Chang Ren and Chang Zhi. He did know that
Shi Fu was one of the Filial Sons. He told us that Dongbei
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people take great pride in Venerable Master
Hua’s origin. “In Dongbei, ‘Hsuan Hua
Lao-he-shang’ (Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua) is the only high monk of last century.
We, being from the Northeast China, also

share the honor and feel proud.” We also
heard the same praise from other Dongbei
people whom we encountered in Fuzhou and
Guangzhou in the southern China.

: Jile Monastery was severely damaged dur-
= ing the Cultural Revolution, but was rebuilt
afterwards. The only object intact was a pair
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Group photo in front of Jile Monastery @'E%ﬁ?ﬁy%?ﬁ ﬁ'J

of sculptured stone lions, which dated back to the
Tang or Song Dynasty.

Although Shi Fu’s physical body has left us for
ten years, his spirit, kindness, teachings, smile and
his nobleness lives on in everyone’s heart and can
never be destroyed.

I am very glad that I made this trip. We also
visited some other places that Shi Fu had been to
before, such as the Guanyin Cave, where he first
came to Hong Kong, the Buddhist Lecture Hall,
Cixing Monastery; Nanhua Monastery in Guangzhou

' where he helped Venerable Master Xu Yun, and the

Mahakasypa Hall in Yunnan; in all these places, even

as far as Dongbei, we can feel Shi Fu’s spirit. As for me, to be able

to see his hometown personally is still the best of all!

May all beings have no suffering but only enjoy happiness!

A street outside Jile

Monastery called “Hsuan

Hua”
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