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IWR Expresses Sincere Condolences
for Pope's Passing
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on the world.

The passing of Pope John
Paul 1T on April 2, 2005, was
mourned by Catholics all over
the world. Pope John Paul II
had taken a firm opposing
stance on controvetrsial social
issues such as homosexual be-
havior, same sex marriage, pre-
marital sex, euthanasia, capital
punishment, abortion, human
cloning, and stem cell research.

He refused to compromise his

principles on these issues and-

reprimanded western industrial
countries for watching as the
“culture of death” grew. Faced
with society’s constant changes
and their accompanying chal-
lenges for Catholics, during
the 26 years of his pontificate,
Pope John Paul’s conduct, ap-
ostolic exhortations, letters and

books, left a profound impact
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The following is a letter from the Institute for World Religions.

INsTITUTE FOR WORLD RELIGIONS
2304 McKinley Ave., Berkeley, CA 94703-1720
Ph, (510) 848-9788 | Fux (510)548-4551

April 4, 2005

Most Reverend John C. Wester
Auxiliary Bishop of San Francisco
One Peter Yorke Way

San Francisco, CA 94109-6602

Most Reverend Bishop Wester,

The Institute for World Religions and the Berkeley Buddhist Monastery
wish to express our sincere condolences to you and the Archdiocese of
San Francisco concerning the death of His Holiness, Pope John Paul
II. The Buddhist Community acknowledges and will always remember
the great contributions of the Holy Father to interfaith dialogue and
his efforts for world peace and reconciliations.

With sympathy,
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Revemeng Sure

Martin \erhoeven
Martin Verhoeven
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