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Learn the Buddhadharma While You Have
the Opportunity — Introducing Upasika Lucy Ng

F ¥ <2 /%7 WRITTEN AND TRANSLATED BY LUCY NG

I was born in Macau and grew up in Venezuela. The first time I met
Buddhism was in 1998. That year, my son and I came to the United
States. He went to school while I prepared to get a Pharmacist’s
License in order to find a job. I planned to stay in the United States
for a period of time.

One day, I saw a Buddhist temple near my house, and out of
curiosity I went in to take a look, since I had began to learn the Bud-
dhadharma. In the beginning, I learned how to bow to the Buddhas
and offer incense, and I heard some of the Buddha’s basic teachings.
During this learning process, I realized people’s suffering, and I also
realized how impermanent our daily activities are; if we don’t take the
chance in the present moment to cultivate, how can we leave suffering
and attain bliss? After that, I decided to change my original plan, and
dedicated my time to learning Buddhism.

In the year 2000, I saw an announcement for a Chan Session
from a Dharma friend. I felt so excited after reading it that I began
to investigate the possibility of registering for a Chan Session. At
that time, a friend told me: “You can attend a Chan Session at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB).” Without thinking twice,
I arranged my schedule to come to the CTTB. I think I was helped
by a Bodhisattva to come here and attend two Buddhist events. 1
had never experienced a Guanyin Session or a Chan Session before.
During the Guanyin Session, especially during the walking recitation,
the quiet atmosphere moved me, and unconsciously my tears came
out everyday. A Dharma friend told me, “Don’t worry about it; lots
of people have the same response.” When the Chan Session began, 1
doubted if I could attend the whole session; at the end, I was so glad
that I didn’t intentionally miss any practice period. However, the only
word that remained in my mind was “Pain”. As the Venerable Master
Hua’s taught: If the plum tree didn’t endure the winter’s freeze, | How conld her
blossom smell so sweef? Remembering these words, 1 thought there was
no better way than to continue working on the sitting meditation.

During these sessions, I listened to the Venerable Mastet’s teaching
with joy every evening. I learned a lot during those two weeks. After
the sessions, 1 took home a lot of books from CTTB. On myway
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home, I was filled with joy and happiness and hoped to come back
again to attend future Buddhist events.

At home, I began to do my homework: the morning and the
evening recitations, and read some of the Venerable Master’s teach-
ings.

In the year 2002, I was a little bit worried because I felt that
those peaceful learning days were coming to an end. My children
were grown up and they could take care of themselves; so, I had to
go back to Venezuela and resume working in an office as before.
These conditions would hinder my learning. Then a Dharma friend
consoled me and said, “If you are sincere in learning the Buddha
Way, the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas will help you.”

Something amazing happened! Before I went home, I had a
chance to come back to the CTTB to attend the 2003 Repentance
Ceremony Before Ten Thousand Buddhas. During the Repentance
Ceremony, following a Dharma Master’s advice, I recited a repen-
tance verse after each Buddha’s name. Once 1 completed all the
sessions, I felt more peaceful in my mind. When I got home, my
business partner had already reserved a beautiful office for me, and
at the same time, he told me about our future project; but I was set
in my resolve to study Buddhism. I said to myself: “I have already
renounced worldly happiness; for what would I need to work and
make money?” Then, I decided to tell him the truth, and let him
know what I really wanted. At the beginning, he didn’t listen to a
word I said, but later on, little by little he understood what I meant.
He noticed my strong determination to learn Buddhism, and he also
wanted to come to the CTTB to experience the learning atmosphere
for himself. Therefore, I believe deeply that as long as our resolve
to study Buddhism is strong, we can overcome any obstacle that
comes up in our lives.”

Now, I have come back to the CT'TB. I am grateful to the Vener-
able Master Hua for giving me the chance to cultivate in this place.
Also I want to thank my husband for his support and for agreeing
for me to stay at CTTB to learn the real Buddhadharma.As the verse
says, “The unsurpassed, profound and wonderful Dharma, / Is dif-
ficult to encounter in hundreds of millions of eons.” So, it is best to

study the Dharma while you have the opportunity. Amitabhal
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