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BY JASON TSENG

CHINESE TRANSLATION BY REN DE

The Fifth Annual Venerable Hua Memorial Lecture was held at the
Memorial Chapel in the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley on
Thursday, March 10, 2005. The main speaker, Professor Huston Smith,
an eminent theologian, gave a talk on what he considered to be com-
monly shared characteristics undetlying the world’s major religions,
such as Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism. Akin
to Noam Chomsky’s theory of mankind’s innate rules of language or
“Universal Grammar”, Huston Smith labeled this set of characteristics
as the “Universal Grammar of Religion,” suggesting the same built-in
innateness of religious expression.

The packed audience was appreciative of Professor Smith’s engag-
ing lecture. The night proceeded from Professor Martin Verhoeven’s
glowing introduction, to Professor Smith’s actual presentation, to
Professor Henry Rosemont’s mostly concurring response and praise
of Professor Smith as a scholar-practitioner, and finally to a long series
of sincere questions from many audience members. The general tone
was a warm, friendly exchange between respected friends.

Professor Smith impressed the audience not only with his lec-
ture, but with the keen answers he gave to people’s questions, and his
amazing physical agility for his advanced age (he’s in his nineties). He
asked those who wanted to ask a question to sit next to him so that
he could see them up close, shake their hands, and watch their lips
move. At one point, in response to one question, he quoted William
Blake: “This life’s dim windows of the soul / Distort the heavens
from pole to pole / And leads you to believe a lie when you see with,
not through, the eye.” Asked about interfaith, he replied, “We are in
a new time of globalization. Religions are rubbing shoulders as never
before. For those interested in the life of the spirit, this poses a prob-
lem: How to combine depth in our own faith with openness to others?
There is no formula. Each one has to work it out for themselves.”
For him personally, he “studied [each of the world’s major religions],
apprenticed himself to the most profound exponent of that religion,
and plunged into the practices.” He noted that virtually none of those

ZHEEE —OORENA



News from the Dharma |

[

R TP S A SRR 2y
S ] 1;‘:‘ ]LI"Df‘f;]yjlfFAﬂ:\‘J'# :”ﬁﬁyg‘?l(z? ljjli[

|
Ik
\TZ

r;&? e J%ﬂ*[ﬁf&f E[‘Lﬁé/, o FEHEZY M
SBPECE e TRt | 7 FEFH IR Sl 3
R R

fhod O PR A - S
fYsffEE }E{»;J’I[ (BZARS e *’;ﬂr}{u ey rﬁ”gﬂi r
NIERE,

( 55741 1)

BT 2G5 el < o e s
RSB E > GEIF R F%q%j )
@fﬁ-ﬁ C BRLKES o |- R TS

AE AR AR P P Y > R

{F'J - H H'E - ’*}Hf—”‘ﬂ AR
FIT% BpORa i U o SRR F e L REE > ST
U « BT R gy
i £ 1% > — R LIRS SUSPYE -

- S———

religious leaders ever asked about his own religion, Christianity. When
asked why he was interested in religions, he answered, “I think religion
allows us to live more fully. It inspires us to pour our energy into the
greatest potential we have—spiritual development.”

Huston Smith’s presentation and Henry Rosemont’s response can
be found in the upcoming issue of Religion East & West published by
the Institute for World Religions.

(Continued from page 41)

I have been attending the sessions for the last three years, and my
favorite part is still the Great Transference. My Dharma friends really
looked vigorous when they ran until they were almost out of breath.
Once a Dharma Master said, “During the Great Transference, one is
supposed to run as if hurrying towards the Land of Ultimate Bliss,
instead of walking slowly”” One Dharma Master, who was neatly
eighty years old but didn’t want to be left behind, ran very fast too. I
feel very blessed to live here with so many good advisors and Dharma
friends. I hope everyone will be harmonious and cooperative and sup-

port this monastery of the Proper Dharma and realize the Buddha

Path together.
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