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The Amitofo Restaurant
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When I was in Malaysia in January 2004, my sister told me about
an interesting article in the local newspaper. An anonymous
businessman wishing to contribute to society set up a restaurant in
Malacca that serves free vegetatian meals every day. Anyone can go there
to have breakfast, lunch, or dinner without paying, and eat as much as they
want, but they are asked to not waste food. Customers only have to wash
their plates and cutlery after eating, Some patrons insist on contributing
money or food, so a donation box was set up in the restaurant.

It cost about RM70,000 (Malaysian dollars) to set up this restaurant
as a non-profit establishment, and four people were hired to manage it.
Many items were sold to them at a discounted price after people learned
about their altruism. The anonymous businessman hopes to set up more
restaurants like it in other states in Malaysia within the next five years.

The best part of the story is that this place is called the Amitofo Res-

taurant. Itis also a rare example of unconditional giving. When

}?g

to go and have lunch at the Amitofo Restaurant?” Just by saying

we came across this story, we thought, “What an ingenious,
wonderful, and expedient way of getting people to re-
cite the Buddha’s name.” Anyone from any religion

or race may say to a friend or relative, “Hey, do you want

that, they would have already recited the Buddha’s name and planted
supreme causes. What a brilliant method for getting a Christian, a Muslim,
a Hindu, a free-thinker, an agnostic, an atheist or any other non-Buddhist
to utter Amitabha Buddha’s name and to have a meal where no killing
of animals is involved.
Even though the businessman did not expect any payment, his
generosity and impartiality in the practice of giving inspired
'ﬂ' » others to want to pay him back in some way. Because his
intention for setting up the Amitofo Restaurant was good, he
,
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was able to help bring out these wholesome qualities in oth-
ers. This businessman knows how to use his money to benefit
living beings, to increase people’s good karma, and to create
merit.
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