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Prof. John B. Tsu, Former Chancellor of DRBU,
Passed Away in California
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Prof. Tsu (far right), with the Venerable
Master Hua and other guests at the

Grand Opening of the City of the Dharma
Realm in Sacramento, May 29, 1994
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Prof. John B. Tsu, a former
Chancellor and Director on
the Board of Dharma Realm
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Buddhist University (DRBU),
passed away on the evening of
February 26 in California at the
age of 81. Prof. Tsu had been a major supporter of Paul Cardinal Yu
Bin. When the Cardinal met the Venerable Master Hua, he promised to
be a Buddhist Catholic and the Master

promised to be a Catholic Buddhist. Since that time, Prof. Tsu also drew
near the Venerable Master and conversed with him by phone regularly
to discuss current affairs. As a major Asian American leader in the Re-
publican Party, Prof. Tsu arranged for President Bush Sr. to meet the
Master in San Francisco.

Prof. Tsu was born in Jilin (Manchuria) in 1924. He studied in Japan
and received his LL.B. degree from Tokyo University. He came to the
U.S. to pursue graduate studies and in 1949 received a M.A. degree in
Foreign Affairs from Georgetown University and later a Ph.D. in Political
Science from Fordham University.

Dr. Tsu was a lifelong educator. He was a professor of Political Sci-
ence, Asian Studies, and Multicultural Education at Seton Hall University,
the University of San Francisco, and the Hoover Institution at Stanford
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Prof. Tsu cutting the cake at the
Grand Opening of the DRBA
Headquarters in Burlingame, May
28,1994
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University, where he was a visit-
ing scholar. As a professor of
Political Science at the Seton
Hall University, he established
the Department of Asian Stud-
ies in the College of Arts and
Sciences and served as its Chair.
In 1988, he joined the John E
Kennedy University, where he
established and directed the
school’s Asian Pacific Institute
and later served as a Regent.

In the 1950s, he was a lead-
ing advocate for the teaching of Asian languages in public schools,
and he has been a pioneer of increasing Asian participation in main-
stream American politics at the national, state, and local levels. In
1989, President George H. Bush appointed Dr. Tsu as Co-chair of
his Presidential Personnel Advisory Committee. In this capacity, Dr.
Tsu recommended more than 150 Asian Americans for positions in
the Bush-Quayle administration. Starting in 2001, Dr. Tsu served as
the Chair of President George H. Bush’s Advisory Commission
on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

After Dr. Tsu became ill in the fall, the senior President Bush and

President Bush Jr. both wrote letters to express their best wishes.
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