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Gold Sage Monastery Participates
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in 2005 Lunar New Year Book Show

PrE F 2 23% COMPILED & TRANSLATED BY MARGARET HSIEH

At the end of 2004, a massive earthquake and tidal wave devastated South
Asia. While society was still mourning the enormous casualties caused by
the tsunami, the laypeople of Gold Sage Monastery had already registered
for a booth in the San Jose Lunar New Year Festival. We unanimously
felt that participating in this book show was the most meaningful thing to do
to welcome the New Year.

The festival, sponsored by American Chinese Commerce, took place
on the 29" and 30" of January, 2005. The laypeople registered a booth
for the book show on behalf of Gold Sage Monastery (GSM). On the
29th, we were all pleasantly surprised to see sunny blue skies because
it had been raining for almost ten days and we were worried about the
sutras and books getting damp in the show. Later on, we learned that a
longtime lay disciple of the Venerable Master had been praying for two
weeks straight for sunny weather at the show, and so his prayers must
have evoked a response from the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.

At 8 o’clock that morning, laypeople gathered at the show to arrange
books and other media, set up display boards, and decorate the booth.
At first, we were afraid our material was not sufficiently attractive and
interesting because we were inexperienced and had less than two weeks
to prepare. After we hung up the colorful banner “Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association (DRBA) — CTTB” designed by the Dharma Masters of
GSM, laid out sutras, the Mastet’s commentaties, CDs and videotapes
on the shelves and tables, and put up four large beautiful posters which
briefly introduced the history of DRBA and three great vows of Venerable
Master, our worties subsided. Our exhibit looked as good as a professional
one and to us it was the most profound, refined, and meaningful booth
in the whole fair.

During the two-day event, many Chinese, Vietnamese, and American
people visited our booth. For most people this was their first encounter
with the Buddhadharma. Some had heard of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, but few had been there and were surprised to learn that CTTB
had a branch, Gold Sage Monastery, right in San Jose. Some of the visi-
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tors treasured the Collection of the Venerable Master’s verses. They
considered it a masterpiece of Dharma and wished to bring it home,
but learned to their disappointment that it was for display only and
not for distribution. Many parents were attracted by the children’s
Dharma books on display, and interested in finding out about classes
at Instilling Goodness School in GSM, so all the children’s Dharma
books had been given away by the end of the show.

The book show was very successful because of three conditions
— the good weather, the profound content and the diligent personnel.
Although the Master had taught us disciples to focus on internal cul-
tivation, not on external publicity, nonetheless it is our responsibility
to carry out the Master’s great vow to propagate the Buddhadharma
to every corner of the world. In this short two-day event, although it
might seem that we have merely delivered a limited number of books
to a few people who have an affinity with us, actually we should not
underestimate its influence. My personal expetience can serve as an ex-
ample: seventeen years ago while living on the East Coast of the United
States, I didn’t know anything about Buddhism. One day I happened
to glance through a book of the Master’s commentary mailed from
a friend in California. Since that time the Master’s Dharma teachings
have exerted a magnetic pull on me, and eventually I became one of
the Master’s many disciples. Perhaps the opportunity to help in the
book show this time sprouted from the seed planted 17 years ago.

“A good beginning takes one halfway to success.” The laypeople
of GSM were very happy to welcome the year of 2005 with the Bud-
dhadharma book show. We would like to continue this meaningful
and profound task. Hopefully this first book show is like a dot, and
we can turn it into a line by connecting many dots, then create a plane
by combining many lines, and finally fill the space by constructing all
different planes and volumes. Someday many people will receive benefit
from the distribution of the Buddhadharma. Let’s now plant the seeds
of Proper Dharma in every corner of the world.
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