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The Evolution of My Resolve to Be Reborn in the Pure Land
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My resolve to be reborn in the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss (Pure Land) can
be divided in three phases. Phase I: The original motivation behind my resolve
to be reborn in the Western L.and of Ultimate Bliss is to eat. Around 1953,
I was in junior high school and I loved to eat. One afternoon in the school
library, I casually picked up a journal to read. It happened to be an article on
introducing the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss. What caught my attention
was the line: In the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss, whatever you wish to eat
appears before you. To get there, you only need to constantly recite “Homage
to Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva of great kindness, compassion, and efficacy, who
saves beings from suffering and difficulties.” During that time, besides being
diligent in my schoolwork, I was also very diligent in reciting because I wanted
to go there to eat. Sometimes, I was reciting even while walking,

Phase II occurred around 1976. I attended a Seven-day Amitabha Session
for the first time, and my initial resolve to get to the Western Land for the
purpose of eating changed. The Dharma Master hosting the session encour-
aged us to single-mindedly recite “Namo Amitofo (Homage to Amitabha
Buddha).” What he said that left a deep impression in my mind was that living
beings who are reborn in the Western Land can transcend transmigration in
the Six Paths. From his lecture, I realized that after a person dies, he might
be reborn as an animal, a hungry ghost or a hell being, I was terrified. Hence,
compelled by my great fear of falling into the three evil paths, I diligently
recited the Buddha’s name.

In 1988, I took refuge with our Venerable Master. Prior to that, I chanced
to read a book of our Venerable Master’s Dharma talks. I did not know then
that our Venerable Master was a virtuous eminent monk. When I read the
Three Great Principles: ‘Freezing to death, we do not scheme. Starving to death,
we do not beg. Dying of poverty, we ask for nothing,’ and the Six Guiding
Principles of ‘No contention, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no self-
benefiting, and no false speech’, my admiration and respect for our Venerable
Master was beyond words. Such pure conduct! Therefore, when the Master
came to Tainan (Southern Taiwan) in 1988 to transmit the Three Refuges, 1
brought my mother to Proper Enlightenment Monastery and we took refuge

together with our Venerable Master. When we went home, I joked with my
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mother, “Mom, I can address you as
my Dharma sister now.” Looking

back now, this could have been my

a = most filial act.
y When I retired from work in 1993,
L ,': _ I moved to live in Taipei. Every weekend
gl and holiday, I attended the Dharma as-
.'::-“' ¥ semblies at the Dharma Realm Buddhist
f-"] ~ Books Distribution Society. These

causes and conditions enabled me to
listen to the Buddhadharma and read
our Venerable Master’s lectures and su-
tra commentaries. While eating nutti-
tious and delectable vegetarian lunch
on days of the Dharma assemblies, 1
listened to audiotapes of our Master’s
words of truth. His admonitions and
teachings felt warm and I gained a lot of benefit. After the meal concluded,
we had a period of creating Dharma affinities during which both monastics
and lay people shared their experiences, reflections and feedback. Hence,
each time I attended a Dharma Assembly, I came home feeling nourished
with Buddhadharma. Immersed in the joy of the Dharma, I am infinitely
grateful.

With a deep sense of gratitude, I always recall what our Master said, “As
long as I have one breath, I will expound the sutras and speak the Dharma.”
He said, “In learning Buddhism, every action should be in consideration of
others. Regard yourself lightly. Be ready to sacrifice yourself for others.”” As
embarrassing as it is, I have to admit that I have heavy karmic obstruction and
I am stupid. I am not capable of giving significant help. Nevertheless, I will
diligently recite the Buddha’s name. In addition, depending on what I physically
can do, I will certainly attend the Dharma assemblies and render my service
in whatever way I can.

After all these years, I realize the greatness of the Buddha’s kindness and
compassion. As I advance in age, I have witnessed a lot of unfortunate events
in this world. I truly feel that this Saha World is a world of misery. I came to
better comprehend the saying “It is difficult to obtain a human body; now, I
have one. It is difficult to encounter the Buddhadharma; now, I have encountered
it. If we do not rescue ourselves in this life, when are we to do so?” These are
unquestionably true principles. Equally important is “After we are through with
this retribution body, let us be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.” Hence,
during my daily Evening Recitation, I sincerely make the vow, “With one mind
I return my life to Amitabha Buddha who is in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
May his pure light illumine me and his kind vows gather me in.Now, with
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proper mindfulness, I praise the Thus Come One’s name, in order
to take the path of Bodhi and to seek rebirth in the Pure Land.” This is
Phase III of my resolve to be reborn in the Western Land of Ultimate
Bliss. I am prepared to go to the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss at
any moment.

I firmly believe in the Forty-eight Vows made by Amitabha Bud-
dha, out of his kindness and compassion to gather in living beings. For
example, Amitabha Buddha made the vow that “If I become a Bud-
dha, if any being in the ten directions who wishes to be born in my
land, and who resolves their mind with faith and joy, and recites my
name for even just ten breaths—if they are not reborn there, I will
not attain the Proper Enlightenment.” I hereby wish that everything
will be auspicious for everyone. I hope you all obtain what your hearts

desire. Amitabhal
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(Continued from page 36)

Think about it, I had to dedicate 20 years of study just to get a BS
degree. How many years have I spent studying the Buddhadharma?
It truly deserves my fullest attention.

To conclude, I wish to express my gratitude to the Venerable Master
Hua and DRBA (Dharma Realm Buddhist Association) for making it
possible for me to have access to the wonderful Dharma. Sometimes
I feel if I became a recluse, I would not be repaying the Master’s
kindness because I would not be available to help others in times of
difficulties. I have thought it through for a long time and concluded
that I need to spend more time to “listen to myself and think everything
over” before I can do anything truly helpful for others. I wish everyone
joy and success in all Buddhadharma.
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