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Not Forgetting the Original Vow on
My Path to Bodhi

—— Introducing Shramanera Chin Shan
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BY SHRAMANERA CHIN SHAN

# 3% ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY DR. QINGNAN WANG
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I would consider myself reticent and introverted. Because of our family’s
situation, I was compelled to quit high school to begin working before
graduation. Our meager conditions helped me to develop patience, endur-
ance and a strong work ethic. This was particularly beneficial to me when I
underwent rigorous training as a novice monk at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB).

The Venerable Master often said,

To endure suffering is to put an end to suffering,

while to enjoy blessings depletes blessings.

In studying Buddhadharma we should cherish blessings and not waste
anything, I came to CTTB for the first time in April 2001 to participate in
the Repentance before Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Before returning to Taiwan following the Repentance, I felt that things
had changed deep inside of me. For no apparent reason, the thought of
leaving the householder’s life kept recurring in my mind, as well as the
thoughts of shame and remorse for my past wrongdoings. The feeling of
shame became tremendously acute when I faced my family. In order to
make up for it, I continued bowing to the Buddhas and began to be very
filial toward my mother. As long as I could, I would stay close to take care
of her, hoping that she would enjoy her best days knowing family warmth
and affection.

She was happy indeed, and she smiled all of the time. Our entire
family was happy for her too. Meanwhile, she would constantly pray for
the blessings of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, so that I might leave the
householder’s life as soon as I could. Fortunately, I was able to return to
CTTB for a second Repentance before Ten Thousand Buddhas in April
of 2002. On September sixteenth I returned to Taiwan to apply for an M1
Visa and then returned to CTTB in October of the same year. On April
sixth I was accepted into the Shramanera Trainee Program. On October
11, 2003, my wish was fulfilled — I left the home life.

In retrospect, I sincerely feel that it has been the richest and most

meaningful year of my life. Seldom is one able to remove oneself from
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the afflictions of the secular world and to leave the householder’s life.
In addition to the gratitude I feel toward the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas,
and the Venerable Master, I am particularly thankful to my former
wife, who has understood me and supported me through it all. With
the benefit of these things, I was able to cleanse my defilements and to
go toward Bodhi.

It is a blessing to work here and to plant good roots. It is a joy
to participate in Dharma sessions and to nurture compassion in our
minds. Listening to the Venerable Master speak is a rare opportunity,
and doing so benefits our Dharma body. It is also highly uncommon
to be surrounded by so many skillful, knowledgeable advisors. They
have often been available to me in difficult times, to help and to teach
me. All of these things have made me happy indeed. In CTTB, one
may obtain many benefits without forceful effort. It has brought me
peace and happiness within.

Many conditions have come together which enable me to cultivate
here peacefully. This is something for which I am extremely grateful. I
constantly bow to the Buddhas in repentance, and transfer that merit
not only to beings that help me to cultivate, but also to the beings
to whom I owe debts, and to relatives in my past lives from whom 1
have received forgiveness.

My mother exhorted me to be vigorous, vigorous and even more
vigorous. I often remind myself that I am behind other people in so
many things, hence I should always respect others, and always do my
best to do everything well. As long as my conscience is clear, I am not
concerned about what other people think of me.

In addition to sincerely learning from others and listening attentively
to Dharma talks, I also try to read more of the books of the sages.
The most important thing for me to do is to honestly follow the Six
Guiding Principles: no fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness,
no pursuit of personal benefits, and no lying.

I will cultivate gradually, and learn as much as I can. I will cherish
the opportunity at present, and not worry about the results for myself,
using the Chinese idiom as my reminder:

Water that keeps dripping can pierce through a rock;

Streams that converge can form a river.

T'am determined to exert myself and to cultivate vigorously — with
a relaxed yet humble mind.

One of my initial vows as I ventured forth into monastic life was:
“I cultivate not to seek peace and happiness for myself, but to enable
all beings to be free from all suffering. May my cultivation be free of
all obstruction! May I always cultivate the Bodhisattva Path!” I shall
always keep this vow in mind and not forget: Life after life, I shall
practice the Bodhisattva Path.
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