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A GUANYIN DHARMA ASSEMBLY

TO PROTECT THE NATION

AND QUELL DISASTERS

IN THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA (conrmvuen)
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A v 4 % A TALK BY THE VENERABLE MASTER HUA IN TAIWAN
TR EF ¥ ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY SHRAMANERIKA JIN GWANG

After lecturing on the Shurangama Sutra, five people left the home life to
become monastics. In January of that year I had told all the devotees that,
“This year, Buddhism in America will have five lotuses blossom. These five
lotuses will transmit Buddhism to the West.” That was what I said then.
After graduating from the summer session on the study and practice of the
Shurangama Sutra, five Americans wanted to become monks and nuns. I
sent them to Taiwan’s Haihui Monastery to receive the precepts.

The good teachers they encountered in Taiwan told these five people
as they requested the precepts that, “This is now the age of the Decline
of Dharma, no one cultivates any more. You eat one meal a day! You have
been swindled by your teacher.” These disciples of mine—American dis-
ciples—heard this and thought, “So we have been swindled by our Master.”
They said, “What should we do?” This one good teacher told them, “Eat!
Drink! Eat meat!”

These five came to doubt Buddhism, “How come my master told me
to eat one meal a day and yet they tell us we should eat in the morning and
evening? What’s going on? There must be a problem here.” Their minds
were moved and they thought about getting ready to eat. Then they had a
meeting amongst themselves, they said, “Let’s go back and clarify this and
then afterwards we can eat.”” They then told the good teacher in Taiwan that
they sleep sitting up. Some people in Taiwan told them, “Sleep sitting up?
That was during the time of the Buddha. People sat and slept during the
olden days. Why sit and sleep when the Buddha is no longer in the world?
You Americans sutre have been deceived by a Chinese!”

What happened then? They were kind of unruly when they came back.
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They came back to say, “People in Taiwan eat three meals a day, we
should not eat one meal.” They were acting up. They also said other
things, but I don’t remember all of it. However, after three more
months, they were no longer skeptical.

There were people in Taiwan at the time who said, “That Dharma
Master Hsuan Hua accepted some hippies as his disciples. Once Dhar-
ma Master Hsuan Hua went to meditate at Golden Gate Park. There
were lots of hippies there, and they found him strange and went to talk
to him. Dharma Master Hsuan Hua told them to go and take a look at
the temple. When they saw that the lifestyle in the temple was similar
to that of the hippies, they all left home to become monastics.”

There was another rumor in Taiwan that went, “Did you know
that Dharma Master Hsuan Hua smokes dope with the hippies? Those
hippies take one psychedeke drug and get high like they’re in the Land
of Ultimate Bliss; whereas Dharma Master Hsuan Hua takes motre
than a dozen of these pills and is not moved at all. He doesn’t get
high like he’s headed for the Land of Ultimate Bliss. Since these hippies
admired him for that, they left the home life to become monastics.
You shouldn’t believe him.”

They can talk all they want. Whether one is a haippy or not, anyone
who works hard and cultivates is good; anyone who doesn’t work hard
and cultivate is not so good. You're not so good even if you’re not a
hippie because you don’t cultivate; you can be just as good if you're a
hippie who cultivates. Buddhism isn’t about paying lip service. There
has to be real application of effort. Don’t just talk and say, “I’ve attained
samadhi, I've got samadhi.” I thought of a few things that I'd like to
tell everyone now. “You talk of ‘samadhi’. And say, ’'m right! You’re
wrong! However, naturally over time your true form will appear. And
you will be filled with offenses.”

You talk of ‘samadhi’ means always mouthing clichés, talking
casually about Buddhism as if it were a game. People who do not
take responsibility for cause and effect, they will enter the hell where
tongues are plucked. He will not be able to speak once his tongue has
been plucked out. By then, “Gee, I've been so awful.”” One is thinking
this but cannot say it, “I know that I should not have made that kind
of a joke. Always talking about samadhi as if I’'m right and you’re
not right at all. I'll call you wrong even if you’re right. I’ll say you're
wrong when you are wrong too.” This is You say, I'm right! You’re
wrong! Is this reasonable? Is it possible that youre always right and I'm
always wrong?

Homwever, naturally over time your true form will appear. After a
while, “we know the strength of a horse as the road becomes long;
we see the minds of people as the days draw out.” After a while, one’s
true form is exposed.

And you will be filled with offenses. One is full of karmic offenses.
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Without realizing it, one enters the hell where tongues are plucked!

You say, “Dharma Master, don’t scold me anymore. Why scold
people while speaking the Dharmar” I’'m not scolding people! I bow
to mosquitoes and ants every day, how would I dare to scold people?
But I cannot avoid telling the truth, and this is the truth.

I'll tell all of you that I am who I am today because of those who
talked about my faults; they taught me and helped me. Those who
say I’'m wrong and slander me are my good teachers, my masters. My
masters are those who mouth clichés. I know how to mouth off cli-
chés, because I've learned it from my masters. I have this to say too,
“Everyone is my teacher.” As long as you’re someone with blood and
energy, I intend to learn from you. I will learn from your good points
and shortcomings. 1 want to learn them so that I am skilled in all
weaponry—proficient in the 18 kinds of weapons—so that I'll have
lots of special moves during our military competition.

“I'm everyone’s teacher too.” I’'m everyone’s master.

“I always teach myself.” I always take myself as a teacher and be
a teacher for people too. Everyone should guide and support one
another as one courageously and diligently heads down the road of
Bodhi. Don’t be calculating and battling for dominance or victory
here in this Saha World. Rather, let’s see who will reach the Land of
Ultimate Bliss first.

Some say, “Dharma Master, you twist our words around and your
reasoning is fallacious. You’re scolding people and you refuse to admit
it.” Would you admit to it? It wouldn’t be scolding, if you were to admit
that you’re scolding others, right?”

With respect to scolding people, it is said that the one who does the
scolding “spits at the sky and it drops back on him” We should enjoy
being scolded because it’s like being fed fertilizer. Soil that isn’t fertile
needs some fertilizer. Add some fertilizer so that your five grains will
grow and your fruits will flourish. You say, “Dharma Master, you just
said ‘everyone is your teacher.” How could there be good people and
bad people if all of them were your teachers? You learn their good
points and their shortcomings.”

You’ve misunderstood. “Everyone is my teacher” means that good
people are masters of the Dharma whom I emulate. Evil people are
my precept masters whom I do not emulate. Everyone is my teacher
and I always teach myself. I heighten my awareness and make no mis-
takes. Don’t do things based on ignorance. You should use light and
wisdom and not delusion and ignorance in dealing with all matters.
This way you can turn the states around and not let the states turn
you. We must not “avoid doing good deeds because they are minor
or do evil acts because they are minor.” Don’t refuse to do something
because it’s a small act of goodness. Nor is it okay to do small acts

of evil. An example of a minor evil act would be a vegetarian who con-
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siders it okay to eat eggs. When you become a chicken in the future,
you should know that it was connected to your eating eggs. This is a
small problem. However, it’s just because you’re not clear about these
things, that the consequences of being confused about good and evil
appear. It’s not a lot of fun.

I’ve gone crazy today and don’t know what I've said. If I’ve said
anything that offended any of you, please come and scold or hit me.

I will enjoy that very much.

(Continued from

page 21)

one share of sincerity, we will have a share of response. If we have ten
shares of sincerity, we will have ten shares of response. This shows
that there is a corresponding response. When everyone comes to
support, protect and build this monastery, it can then be established.
We should support this monastery all the time. This monastery is like
our family, a big one anyway. Don’t think that this monastery belongs
only to the monastics. Laypeople also have a share in it. In fact, everyone
has a share. Every layperson has a share in it. If you come, you have
a share. If someone else comes, that person has a share. Whoever

comes has a share of it.
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How do all problems and afflictions come about?
They all arise because of our attachments. —— Venerable Master Hua
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