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I'll tell you a wonderful secret in

one sentence: Those who have faith

are saved. There’s nothing more to
it than that. Those who have faith are saved; those who don’t
have faith are not.

In Christianity, they say the same thing: “Those who believe
will be saved.” Those who believe get to go to heaven and be
with God. The only problem with that is that the heavens are still
within the wheel of rebirth. To be “saved” in Buddhism means
to transcend the wheel of rebirth—to end birth and death. The
Christian version of salvation is only a temporary arrangement;
it’s not eternal. It is true that if you cultivate according to their
teachings, you can be born in heaven, but when your heavenly
blessings are used up, you will fall back down again. If you are
saved according to the Buddha’s teachings, you will be saved
forever; you won’t fall again.

Although the Christians claim that life in heaven is bliss eter-
nal, it’s only a claim. No one can prove it. People with wisdom
won’t believe that one cannot fall from the heavens. The Buddhist
Sutras clearly state that if you are born in the heavens, once your
heavenly blessings are exhausted, you will fall. There’s no need to
argue the point, however. Suffice it to say that there are differences
in the Christian and Buddhist concepts of salvation.

In America there are weird people who lump the Buddhas,
the gods, the spirits, and Jesus together, and say they are all the
same. Why? To confuse the issue so that people can’t understand.
They want to keep people in a state of confusion. Their aim is
to keep you from understanding. My method is different. I want
you to understand.

Sutra:
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The Buddha then told the host of Bodhisattva, Mahasattvas,
“Stop! Good men, you do not need to protect and maintain
this Sutra. Why not? Within my Saha world itself there are
Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas equal in number to the sands of
sixty thousand Ganges Rivers, each of whom has a retinue
equal in number to the sands of sixty thousand Ganges
Rivers. After my Nirvana, all of them will protect, uphold,
read, recite, and vastly speak this Sutra.”

Commentary:

The Buddha Shakyamuni then told the host of Bodhisattva,
Mahasattvas, “Stop!” When he heard the Great Bodhisattvas,
in number as many as the grains of sand in eight Ganges Rivers,
express their wish to make a vow to read and recite the Lozus Su-
tra after the Buddha’s Nirvana, he said, “Stop!” Don’t make that
vow! You don’t need to protect and uphold my Wonderful Dharma
Lotus Flower Sutra. Good men, you do not need to protect and
maintain this Sutra. Why did he stop them? Probably Shakya-
muni Buddha wanted his own disciples to amass more merit and
virtue, so he objected to these Bodhisattvas from outside coming
to protect and maintain his Dharma Flower Sutra. 1f these Bodhisat-
tvas from outside protected the Sutra, his own disciples, whom
he was teaching and transforming, would not have any work to
do. Therefore he quickly said, “Stop, don’t make that vow. I
already have someone for this job.” It’s not necessary for you to
do it. I don’t need you to make this vow to protect and uphold
the Wonderful Dbharma Lotus Flower Sutra.

Why not? Within my Saha world itself there are Bodhi-
sattva, Mahasattvas equal in number to the sands of sixty
thousand Ganges Rivers, each of whom has a retinue equal
in number to the sands of sixty thousand Ganges Rivers.
These are the ones I have taught and transformed. Each of these
Bodhisattvas in turn has taught and transformed many other be-
ings, who now make up their retinues. After my Nirvana, all of
them will protect, uphold, read, recite, and vastly speak this
Sutra. They have already made this vow to protect and maintain
the Dbarma Flower Sutra, as well as to protect those who read the
Sutra, recite the Sutra from memory, and those who expansively
explain this Sutra.
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