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This is the fifteenth chapter of the twenty-eight chapters in the
Dharma Flower Sutra. There are thirteen chaptets left to explain.
Why is this chapter named “Welling forth from the Earth”?
The title refers to the Great Bodhisattvas who rise up out of
the earth. How many of them do this? A tremendous number
of them; six hundred billion, or as many as the number of sand
grains in eight Ganges Rivers. Each of those Bodhisattvas also
brings along six hundred billion members as his retinue. All these
beings are disciples of Shakyamuni Buddha whom he taught and
transformed in past lives. So this chapter, number fifteen, has the
title “Welling forth from the Earth.”

Sutra:

At that time the Bodhisattva, Mahasattvas, who had come
from other lands in numbers exceeding the grains of sand
in eight Ganges Rivers, rose up in the great assembly,
placed their palms together, made obeisance, and said to
the Buddha, “World Honored One, if you will allow us, after
the Buddha’s Nirvana, here in this Saha world we will with
ever-increasing vigor protect, maintain, read, recite, write
out, and make offerings to this Sutra, and we will proclaim
it far and wide throughout this land.”

Commentary:

At that time the Bodhisattva, Mahasattvas, who had come
from other lands in numbers exceeding the grains of sand
in eight Ganges Rivers, rose up in the great assembly. This
multitude of Great Bodhisattvas came from other worlds and
other lands to the Dharma assembly to see the Thus Come One
Many Jewels and Shakyamuni Buddha. They placed their palms
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together, made obeisance, bowing to the Buddhas, and said
to the Buddha, “World Honored One, if you will allow us,
after the Buddha’s nirvana, here in this Saha world we will
with ever-increasing vigor protect, maintain, read, recite,
write out, and make offerings to this Sutra, and we will pro-
claim it far and wide throughout this land.” They spoke to
Shakyamuni Buddha, saying, “Please allow us to make this vow
before the Buddhas. After the Buddha enters Nirvana, we here in
this Saha world will diligently increase our efforts to protect those
who are vigorous cultivators of the Way and explain the Wonderfu/
Dhbarma Flower Sutra. We will use the power of our various spiritual
penetrations to protect such people in the Saha world, and we will
explain the Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra for all living beings.
We will protect those who read and recite the Wonderful Dharma
Flower Sutra and the Bodhisattvas who write out the Dbarma Flower
Sutra. We will make offerings to the Bodhisattvas who bring forth
the Bodhisattva resolve to read and recite this Sutra.”

The mother of one of my disciples was here today for the
Ullambana festival. Recently she was walking in the mountains
and ate some sort of wild herb, which made her sick. At the time,
she remembered that her daughter had told her that when she
had been sick, she recited the name of Amitabha Buddha and
her sickness was alleviated very quickly. Her daughter had even
written out the name of the Buddha on a slip of paper and given
it to her mother. She looked in her purse, found the slip of paper,
and began reciting “Namo Amitabha Buddha.” After just a few
minutes, she felt better.

Do you believe this? Express your opinions and we can have
a discussion. Well, you have no opinion? (disciple: He asked if the
Master had any comment? ) I’m asking you first, how can you ask
me? Some people might not believe this. Some people might say
that the Chinese are always telling unbelievable stories. But now
Americans have such things happen to them, too. (All laugh.)
Actually, events like this are very common. You’ll hear of more
as the days go by. Often when they happen, people don’t know
what to think, because the events are inconceivable, wonder-
ful states. They happen whether you believe them or not. This
disciple’s mother is very happy that her daughter is studying here
and is very supportive of her interest in Buddhism. That’s why
she obtained such a response.

After this, whenever something unusual happens, you can
bring it up and tell everyone in the assembly, so that it can become

part of the public record. We can examine it according to the

methods of Western logic. $2To be contin-

ued





