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On Saturday, December 18, 2004, the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB) hosted a forum called “A Meeting of Minds
about a Green Future.” The forum, which took place from
1:30-4:30 p.m. in Daoyuan Hall, was originally planned for a
small group of students from the San Francisco Institute of

Architecture, who were interested in visiting the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Sixty some students attended,
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The forum opened with the
Abbot, Heng Lyu Shr, giving a
speech accompanied by a slide-
show introducing the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas and his
interpretation of a “green” mind,
which entails respect for parents,
teachers, elders; respect for our
green future by being filial and

serving the country; respect for
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other religions; and respect for
all beings.

The second speaker, Ron Epstein, a research professor of the Insti-
tute for World Religions in Berkeley, spoke on “Environmental Issues:
A Buddhist Perspective,” explaining the Buddhist understanding of Na-
ture, Nature’s relationship to the path to enlightenment, and Buddhist
karma-based ethics. To a Buddhist, Nature is alive, partly conscious, not

sacred, not evil, and not separate from the Buddha (awakened nature).
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News from the Dharma
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The Buddha taught
that all things are
interdependent and
connected in the
great web of life.
As we purify our
minds, we experi-
ence the true nature
of Nature. In Bud-

dhism, there is no * -
human/nonhuman
duality. Humans are

neither separate from nor superior to other beings. Dr. Epstein noted
that the Buddha was one of the first environmentalists, for he pro-
moted respect for all life and protected the purity of water. Nature
(wilderness) is seen as the ideal environment for spiritual practice.
[VBS will publish Dr. Epstein’s talk in the near future.]

Next, Mr. Bill Dede, AIA, Project Director for CTTB, discussed
“Sustainability in Different Parts of the World,” particularly focusing
on Korea and Greece, where he had been involved in major building
projects.

The next speaker, Doug Livingston, lecturer at the Solar Living
Institute, spoke on “Renewable Energy,” addressing the issue of
“energy in a shrinking world” (where the earth and its resources seem
to be shrinking as the human population explodes). He said human
consumption of energy has grown exponentially in the last 10,000
years, and that, thanks to the Industrial Revolution, we have con-
sumed in just a few centuries nearly all the energy-rich coal that was
produced in the earth over (hundreds of) millions of years. He said
the cheapest energy is that which is not consumed, but is conserved.
In other words, before we explore alternative energy, we should first
examine where we can conserve energy and make our buildings,
transportation, and food production more energy-efficient. Since
it has been so easy and cheap to extract coal and other fossil fuels,
the developed world has basically robbed future generations by
consuming their share of energy resources, and has developed bad
habits of being wasteful.

The fourth speaker, Prof. Fred A. Stitt, Dean of the San Francisco
Institute of Architecture, spoke about Nature-based design principles
(e.g., any piece of property has virtually everything you need—air,
water, energy, food production resources—to create a habitable
dwelling) and also Buddhist design principles, such as the use of a
nine-square mandala. |Ed. note: Mandala is a Sanskrit word meaning
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“round and perfect” or “gather-
ing” and translated as “altar” or
“temple”. It can mean a round or
square altar on which to set the
sages’ statues for Buddhist rituals.
In architectural design it might
resemble a wheel whose spokes
radiate out from the hub.] He advocated the architecture of
the soul (where the smaller reflects the larger, and the larger
reflects the whole or cosmos), and ecologically sustainable designs,
which he says most architecture schools are still not preparing their
students to do.

The final speaker, Matt Taylot, co-founder of MG Taylor Corp.,
spoke of the important role architecture can play in providing an en-
vironment conducive to collaborative solving of systemic problems,
which involve large numbers of people in many different fields or
sectors of society. He spoke of a Global Agenda, which the world
needs to focus on in order to prevent the planet from being destroyed,
and of the Gaia Project, which provides Earth a voice in decisions to
be made. He suggested that every national legislature could include a
few representatives of Gaia. As a professional optimist, he has faith
in our ability to turn things around. But, he cautioned, the situation
has come to the point that if we continue to act blindly for another
10 years, then it will be all over.

This afternoon was an excellent opportunity for people concerned
about the environment and the future of the planet to meet and
discuss critical global issues. We hope it will lead to similar gatherings
in the future, to help more people adopt a more environmentally
friendly lifestyle.
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