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Let's Unite 1o Aid
the Victims of Disasters
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Commentary on the Flower Adornment Sutra,

Chapter 21: The Ten Practices
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N OW in Guatemala, there has been an earthquake as a result of the karmic obstacles of the people
there. Originally, there should also have been one in San Francisco. I'll be honest and tell you, there
should have been 20,000 deathsin 1968. But not a single person died. There was no need for emergency
aid or blood transfusions. Now many people have died or been hurt in Guatemala, and blood transfu-

sions are needed to save them.

=5 IFWLH%\'E'“ AL T (RPN jti[_%:l i
s > S 2 p g e ’iﬁf%r«t“ﬁ@f’gi
e BB S e ) R
BB T g
H T o HPRLSH o LRI TR
4 ij EeTE J‘ﬁ ?jr%,ﬁg.,i@i% Fle 9 iS4
R IS R

P, F—F” i {1 ”fqi AR *%’T%FEZ[E'%%'
s ruiﬁﬁfh%“ij £ ﬁ H*'ki&’ L ]gtj g-jgr‘glﬁ/m e
7\ SR ﬁ&?{ o s S ?BF' ISR
ﬂ%f@?*Emﬁ T%ﬂ%ﬁ%—w¢a\ﬂw
L Fe— 4?4 , ,J}% v R & [q pq;]g y
BT ﬁ"f af”'E&EWé > PRIV T A
PR F[??EJQE[?E ZF [ RIS < -

‘—tt'
=
i

N

Guo Ning went to give blood, but his giving was actually
evil within good. Why? He himself was sick with a cold, and
that means there were cold germs in his blood. Not only would
his blood not help the victims, but it would give them colds.
He should have waited until he recovered from his cold before
giving blood. So if any of you want to give blood, don’t do it when
you’re sick. If you feel perfectly healthy and have too much blood,
you can give some away.

Also, in the future, no matter what happens, the people at
Gold Mountain Monastery (GMM) should be united. We should
get organized. If there are disasters anywhere, whoever wants to
contribute money or volunteer to help may do so. However, we
should do it as a group. It shouldn’t be that everyone makes their
own announcement—that’s too chaotic. GMM should make the
official announcement, and it should conduct things propetly.

Everything should be done in accord with the Dharma. If people
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from outside want to put up announcements here, they have to
go through the manager. And among the residents, it shouldn’t be
that this one is a boss, that one is a manager, and the other one is
a chairman—each one making his or her own statement. There
should only be one official spokesperson. This isn’t a marketplace.
We don’t want to have so many bosses and managers.

In all these years, the Sino-American Buddhist Associa-
tion has been doing a lot of work to renovate Gold Mountain
Monastery. And so we haven’t really had the strength to help
others. Now the renovation work is complete. Although the
property in Ukiah [the future City of Ten Thousand Buddhas]
will also require a lot of work, we can still establish a relief
department. Whenever there are natural disasters such as tor-
nadoes, hailstorms, and so forth; or manmade disasters, such
as wars and famine, we should do as much as we can do help
them. Or if there are earthquakes, such as the one in Guate-
mala, which left so many casualties and victims in need of aid,
we should also do as much as we can to help them. So the
Sino-American Buddhist Association should set up a relief depart-
ment and choose a director. Then when there is any calamity, every-
one can bring forth a compassionate heart to help the victims.

The Dharma does not arise by itself; it comes in response to
situations. We weren’t aware of such circumstances before, so we
didn’t do this kind of work. That was an oversight on our part.
This time, when Guo Shan announced the news, I know many
people wanted to give contributions to help. This is very good, but
we should do it in a proper and organized way. We should keep a
clear record of the names of all the people who donate money,
and then give the donations to one person who is in charge. Today
I heard that Guo Shan returned the money to the donors. That
wasn’t necessary. They donated it for charity purposes, so that’s
what it should be used for. We should first nominate members
for the relief department. In the future that department will take
care of such affairs. Then things will be done better and more ef-
fectively. The relief department can accept donations for relief
at any time. We can save up the money, and then where there is a
disaster, we can use a portion of the savings to help those people.
This will give everyone an opportunity to do charitable deeds in

an orderly manner.
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