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Disaster in South Asia
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Even though the millennium bug didn’t act out as many had expect-

ed, astonishing natural disasters and man-made calamities happened
one after another as we ushered in the 21st century: the September

111 terrorist attack, SARS, wars in the Middle East, the earthquake in Iran and recently the devastating Asian
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When Venerable Master Husan Hua, the founder of the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, was alive, he foresaw the coming of disasters and
instructed his disciples to recite the Great Compassion Mantra. He also
hoped that people would propagate the practice of reciting the Great
Compassion Mantra, which Guanyin Bodhisattva left behind to help
people attain peace and blessings, eradicate evil karma and heavy offenses,
get rid of obstructions and difficulties, dispel all kinds of fear, and fulfill
all of our wishes. In the Great Compassion Heart Dharani Sutra, Guanyin
Bodhisattva said that if people can recite the Great Compassion Mantra,
they will gain fifteen kinds of good births and avoid fifteen kinds of
inauspicious deaths.

In the branch monasteties of the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
(DRBA), the Great Compassion Repentance and recitation of the Great
Compassion Mantra have been part of daily practice except during special
retreats. At the time of the Asian tsunami and earthquake, the branch
monasteries of DRBA were in the middle of their Amitabha Session,
yet people still made time to recite the Great Compassion Mantra. And all
the branch monasteries of DRBA have transferred the merit and virtue
of their daily practice to the victims of the tsunami. The members of
Dharma Realm Buddhist Youth have e-mailed widely urging people to
recite the Great Compassion Mantra. “One recitation is not too few and
108 times a day is not too much.” They ask people to keep reciting until
February 13, the 49th day after the earthquake and tsunami, to comfort
the souls of the victims and their traumatized relatives and hopefully
to reduce the spread of contagious diseases. (Please check the website:

http://dtby.net/drive) (Continued on page 40)
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