L
2]
=5

e B PR T & o\ £ op ey B

Forging Ahead Towards a Fulfilling Life
ﬂ by Reforming the Mind and Spirit (3)
Y 8 P

(=)

B IR 4 ¥ < BY XIANDELIN
. 1k /& E
L ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY YONG WEI KWONG /LIEW YEN CHONG
2 . B C) The Awakening of Others
<«%>%:f+%fﬁ’*am@’
AR A I oo PR RS The Great Learning says, “What the Great Learning teaches is to radiate

AP | g T - R
HEEE) T ”fﬁ' R R FIRE
RUE R EsEf— rF'FJF'FJfE‘?' Dl TH
EJJ R T NI R O
TERLF™ 2 fjl S A ISP - gy
AR R T, TR Y THIN P E@E’FW
T SEAPIELR o

L SRR Fé‘f— fﬁﬁl’iﬂﬁﬁ%’f
?Jk  PERIpT DJ;sr? gy ﬂrﬁ
Fi WA [ FHOPTE ?Fﬁ%?ﬁia&':”r?‘
EU'(«T-— TR B TSN VA
HF% o PIfOST RUEL - S50k TR
BT D guﬂrfﬁ rj;g 3 ﬁ Z] 45 IR
HY IFW%?‘* i

oSS R AP O] P“‘?’[@
HRR T R H@ﬁﬁﬁ'%’g’ﬁ”
B> 37257 F[\J?F?:ﬁ‘_' =N FI\J =
RUSBT LR « 7o pJ—fFT RV EHLE
EI\J~ B AL CEFEEA, AT MET

Pz IR

AL TR P
T o ST (] - Nabt i ‘%Jr IR
e o e TV RS s
TGS T ) o I e s y«*%&“‘“
j'u;'#gtl'n' aF &'J pﬁ IR ™ “‘E'ﬁ’E%

o

with bright virtue; to renew the people; and to rest in the highest excellence.
To radiate with bright virtue means to bring forth the luminous virtuous
nature of humankind, i.e. to awaken oneself. Confucian thinking not only
advocates personal goodness, but also promotes pervasive goodness in all
beings. Thus after one has awakened oneself, one has the responsibility of
awakening others. After one has understood virtue, one still has to teach
and transform the populace. Philosopher Zhu Zi read the Chinese word

#for “drawing near” as ¥ “renew”, which is to teach and transform the
populace and enable them to rejuvenate and revitalize themselves. This
explanation is even more apt and its implications are even more profound
than the explanation of “drawing near to people.”

Confucius was the greatest educator in the history of the Chinese
people. By first establishing education of the masses, he propagated and
developed the new path of universal education and cultural dissemination.
This created a remarkable historic transition in the history of Chinese
education from “learning as being only for government officials” to “learn-
ing shifting to the masses.” Even today we can still learn and draw lessons
from Confucius’ views on education, methods of teaching, as well as the
relationship of mutual respect and concern that he promoted between
teacher and student.

Confucius’ educational ideology was closely related to his views on
the world and politics, which, together with his ideas about the Truth,
took the benevolence as the basis. His teachings were based on taking
benevolence as one’s philosophy of life. The most outstanding aspect
of Confucius’ educational ideology was the advocacy of ‘educating all
without discrimination’ and ‘everyone should receive an education.’

The phrase ‘educating all without discrimination’ is the embodiment of
the saying “cherish all beings, and draw near to those who are good.” Based
on the concept of benevolence, Confucius taught all men who were capable
of learning. As long as they paid according to their means, he did not turn

them away and everyone had equal opportunity to receive an education.
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By accepting students from all walks of life regardless of their social status,
financial circumstances, age and nationality, Confucius put into practice his
proposal of ‘educating all without discrimination.’

In terms of practical education, Confucius put forward the important
proposition of ‘pursuing learning tirelessly’ while ‘teaching each student
according to his ability’ and ‘teaching others without lassitude,” that reflected
his earnest and responsible attitude towards his students. Throughout his life,
he adopted such strict discipline in his teaching, With unwavering steadfast-
ness, he fulfilled his role and responsibilities as a teacher and educator.

‘Pursuing learning tirelessly’ reflects Confucius’ effort in achieving
self-awakening, and ‘teaching others without lassitude’ demonstrates his
spitit in helping others to awaken while ‘teaching accords to the student’s
ability” demonstrates his method of teaching, With a solid foundation from
‘learning tirelessly” as well as the skillful expedience of ‘teaching according
to the student’s ability’, Confucius achieved perfect mastery in ‘teaching
others without lassitude’ and was named the Model Teacher for Endless
Generations.

Great Master Linji once said, “Having self-mastery at all times, one sees
the truth wherever one is.” A cultivator who can face up to tests should be
one who accords with worldly affairs without being influenced. Not being
distracted by forms or confused by sounds, one achieves the wonderful state
of being untainted and unobstructed. Just as the Twenty-second Patriarch,
Venerable Manorhita of India, said, ““The mind, while turning with the myriad
states, can actually remain tranquil in the midst of turning. Recognizing one’s
nature while drifting along with the current, there is neither joy nor sorrow.” If
one could be thus, one would then be able to use expedient means to accord
with conditions and universally cross over living beings.

Scholars of the Great Vehicle criticize adherents of the Two Vehicles for
deviating from the Middle Path by indulging in emptiness and stillness. Which
are the Two Vehicles? They are the Sound-Hearers and Those Enlightened to
Conditions. The enlightened Sound-Hearer refers to the Arhats and the one
enlightened to Conditions refers to the Pratyekabuddhas. Collectively they
are known as the Two Vehicles. What are their shortcomings? The Arhats
observe stillness. For example, when Shariputra was meditating at ease in
the forest, he was reprimanded by the Bodhisattva, Vimalakirti. The fault
of the Pratekabuddhas is that they indulge in emptiness whereby abso-
lutely everything is void. What is this? This is the dull emptiness resulting
from attachment to voidness. That was why the Buddha admonished the
aloof and self-ending Small Vehicle sages and
likened them to withered sprouts and spoilt

seeds.
As the Two Vehicles are not strong
in their resolve to benefit and enlighten
others, they can only benefit themselves;
however, Bodhisattvas are imbued with

-
January 2005 VAJRA BODHI SEA

29



B B

L

— f”J%‘}ﬂ:

Iy 9% 5 AR ‘IJﬂéﬁ?ﬁ
; SAGHEN Y

TURELC s T S S R

o BERL SR H - R
W TR P

s DA RS ﬁa’:” PYR? ) HikRL
PUFFuRERR o Al EFLHK%T (EFIsE >4
L.?ﬁ’j fE=F, Q?J?[B%EJE Jo o HiET
B T S e g pﬂﬂiﬁﬁl
fEtfm [ﬂﬂ* (S5 5 - ERIT A
G o
YOS - E' @E” E le lEIfJﬂJ
ﬁ e TREEIR 2 Tl [l 1
c[uﬁ\ﬁ)u__, “'J_:g]# 3 EIEI ,
‘Eﬁtg‘ 1 EE TR gE 2 B il
TP~ FIF T" TR R
B RSRERES E EE T
7 o
FER AL Tl AR
?J EJ?,LFU ; E}ij J:EF
» BERLINENS E R ]ﬁ o
,E,JB,LT /JE It [EJZ_,J_qﬁ Elﬁ s
ENIA e RS T
}HEIE'F’??[ VR - —?E‘ﬂ‘\l’*’jff'%
IéjﬁLﬂ?JEﬂjigjrATUjﬁJ*ééFrJ D Joi
| et ﬁf R  EEY xﬂiﬁﬁ
FL ngﬂfﬂj o
|3J,EJ A ﬁgﬁ,lpuﬁ[ f\._ E%# 5
ERNERY EJE}'éfﬁJi*%?Bim
SRS S SN (S i AN R U
SN I IEPIUE A (R S
PSRl o 0 g s e s > ZhY
TREEES T ST S 'Fj:%ﬁfiﬁ = xgil'[ﬁ‘*ﬁ’
R e Bﬁ#ﬁ@’?‘%?@j °

50> K 7}

—rn‘

4—‘
bl '

=

the spirit of selflessness. Not only does a Bodhisattva achieve enlightenment
himself, he brings forth great compassion to enlighten others who are sinking
in the sea of suffering, thereby enabling them to be liberated from birth and
death. Hence, Bodhisattvas are also ‘living beings with a great mind for the
Way’ or ‘living beings who have a great resolve for enlightenment.’

The resolve for enlightenmnet may be great or small. People who give
rise to a small Bodhi resolve are those of the Small Vehicle who only seek
self-accomplishment and their own liberation. On the other hand, those who
give rise to a great Bodhi resolve are cultivators of the Great Vehicle who not
only seck their own liberation but vow to save all beings and help them attain
liberation and achieve Buddhahood. Take for example the power of Earth Store
Bodhisattva’s great vow: “If the hells are not empty, I will not become a
Buddha,” and “If I don’t enter the hells, who would do it?”” That’s why it
is said that Bodhisattvas enlighten others as well as themselves. Cultiva-

tors who lack the strength of a Bodhisattva’s vows will not be able to
muster their mind power and fulfill the highest value in life. Therefore,
cultivators must make great and far-reaching vows.

Would we be happy if we were concerned only about our
self-benefit all the time? Think about it. An egoistic mind is truly
petty and restrictive. How can we achieve true happiness that
way? By enlightening and benefiting others, Bodhisattvas skillfully

attain self-accomplishment. Ordinary folks are attached to the “selt’,
hence their sufferings are endless.
Enlightening others means that one who is already enlightened
helps others to become enlightened. Living beings are unable to
be free because they are not awakened. Having attained liberation and bliss, the
Buddha could not bear to just sit by and watch all the deluded beings sinking
in the sea of suffering without offering a helping hand. He taught them the
principles by which he himself became enlightened and vigorously employed
all means to benefit them so that they could become enlightened together and
obtain liberation and bliss. From the time when the Buddha first turned the
Dharma wheel to the moment before he entered Parinirvana, he spent a total
of forty-nine years expounding the Truth in order to enable living beings to
leave suffering and attain bliss. This is the meaning of awakening others.

The most important mission for people who study the Buddhadharma
is to adorn the Buddhaland and bring living beings to accomplishment. Adorn-
ing the Buddhaland also means adorning the mundane world because all
places with living beings are considered Buddhalands. Bringing living beings to
accomplishment means to help them bring forth proper views and proper con-
duct, and expand their selfish love into great kindness and compassion. Great
kindness is an unconditional love for living beings. Great compassionis a sense
of oneness with all and empathy for others. One take others’ sufferings as one’s
own, while sharing one’s happiness with all living beings. In this way, the whole

universe, including this world, transforms into the Pure Land.

%) To be continued
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