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A Report on DRBA Honoring Elders Coast-to-Coast in 2004
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1 | b__ Avatamsaka Monastety
J J } in Calgary Honors
| Elders on 10/10 in the

Land of Red Maples

Due to the construction
for expansion, Avatamsaka
Monastery has moved to the
south part of Calgary. The
temporary location, which is only 3,000 square feet, compared to 20,000
square feet in the original site, is too small to hold big events. People had
been debating how we could celebrate Honoring Elders Day. Fortunately
the owners of a nearby restaurant offered their facilities for this event.

On October 10, a group of volunteers drove seniors from China-
town to the monastery. After the meal offering ceremony, everyone was
transported in cars to Phoenix Vietnamese Restaurant. Imagine a caravan
of forty vehicles!

The spacious restaurant could seat 200 people comfortably, even with
the performance of lion dance, martial arts, the Sunday School students
and a slide show presentation on the expansion project. It was a time for

everyone to share and enjoy.

The City of the Dharma Realm in Sacramento Hosts a
Multicultural Honoring Elders Day

The weeklong rains faded to a drizzle and stopped at the break of dawn
on Sunday, October 24. Chairs were set up around the lawn in the plaza,
creating a stage. Acknowledging the rich diversity of cultures among our
neighbors in West Sacramento, we invited performers from different
ethnic groups to share their music and songs.

The program opened with a Chinese dragon dance. The elders and
guests were dazzled by the dragon’s dancing colors and bouncing move-
ments.

With the dragon safe back in its lair, Crystal Wang leaped into the
air and landing in a Kung Fu split in the middle of the lawn. Her two
brothers, in perfect formation followed close behind their sister, all paying
tribute to the honored elders with an exciting performance of Kung Fu.
Next the Tzu Chi choir sang songs with hand movements. Ingrid Peters
and her student, Avery Moore, age 9, touched the hearts of those
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who were listening as they celebrated the
greatness of Bach by performing a double
violin concerto.

An clegant array of Chinese cuisine was served while the perfor-
mances continued. The children’s choir from Holy Cross Catholic School
graced the elders with songs of their faith in both English and Spanish.
As an envoy, Kofi Khemet, dressed in the
traditional white kaftan of Morocco, played
the drums and shared the African songs
of filiality shown to the elders in Africa.
Then came the highlight of the day, the
. Chinese Orchestra.

Honoring Elders, besides its own sig-
nificance, also serves as good publicity
for our organization, as well as promoting

the exchange of cultures.

Gold Buddha Monastery in Vancouver:
You Let Us Learn How to Be Grateful
Honoring Elders Day sponsored by Gold Buddha

Monastery was the most anticipated event among se-
nior citizens in Vancouver. As soon as the monastery
announced that admission tickets were available, nearly
600 tickets were reserved within a week.

The celebration took place on October 30™ and 31+
About six hundred elders participated. The theme of
this year’s luncheon was “You Let Us Learn How to Be Grateful” illus-
trated by people expressing their appreciation in four categories.

First, to show appreciation to Venerable Master Hua, all the volunteers
in the monastery sang the poem, “White Universe,” composed by Master
Hua. The performance was so majestic that even after the song ended, it
continued to echo in our ears and the volunteers continued to be moved by
their feelings. To show gratitude to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, students
from Instilling Goodness Sunday School chanted the “Universal Door Chap-
ter”” and Amitabha Buddha’s name with musical instruments such as the bell,
drum and wooden fish. To appreciate the existence of a Bodhimanda of
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the Proper Dharma, the monastery gave
a slide show introducing “Gold Buddha

Monastery’s Twenty Years.” Gratitude for
the elders was shown and introduced via
a musical slideshow, ‘“The Most Beautiful
Flower in the World — The Water Crystal.”
The seniors watched it with relish and
broadened their perspective.

Guitar playing and Tai-Chi Fan Dance
were added in between shows. Tzu-Chi’s
volunteers performed Taiwanese indig-
enous dance and songs with sign language. The three-and-a half hour
program concluded with a song from all the volunteers. Honoring Elders
Day 2004 at Gold Buddha Monastery was a great success.

Avatamsaka Vihara in Maryland Holds a Heartwarming Hon-
oring Elders Day

November 7 was a pleasant fall day. The Avatamsaka Vihara, following the
teaching of Venerable Master Hua, held its annual celebration of Honoring
Elders Day. There were two hundred guests for this meaningful occasion.

First, the assembly recited the Amitabha Sutra and circumambulated
the hall reciting the Buddha’s name. The program started at 9:30 a.m. The
first show was “Guanyin of a Thousand Hands,” by the East-West Dance
Troupe, with a variety of dances, songs, musical instrument playing
and martial arts. Another dance troupe performed the “Tibetan Dance”
and the “Lotus Dance.” The elegant melodies and the intricate dance
steps delighted the audience. Songs were sung in Mandarin, Cantonese,
Taiwanese, as well as Japanese. The children’s choir was lively and
entertaining and gave the elders a good laugh. The finale, the Lion Dance,
was enthusiastically applauded.

The Meal Offering Ceremony and luncheon followed. Ten tables were
set up. Two young people served at each table. While dining, people
listened to a Q&A session hosted by the laypeople. The fun questions and
answers really enhanced the atmosphere. The respondents who scored the
highest were awarded prizes. On leaving, each elder was given a small gift,
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News from the Dharma Realm
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but more importantly, they took home a feeling of warmth and caring,

We sincerely wish that this warmth can always remain in their hearts.

Hong Kong Buddhist Lecture Hall—A Day of Dharma
Bliss

On November 11, the Hong Kong Buddhist Lecture Hall conducted its
annual Honoring Elders Day Celebration. Twenty some elders between
the ages of 70 and 96 from Healthy Life Cedars Senior Home participated,
along with over thirty Buddhists from our temple, who had taken refuge
with the Venerable Master between 30 and 50 years ago.

After the Meal Offering, the volunteers helped serve the elders
who enjoyed the delicacies and desserts. At the same time, the program
started. Children recited The Standards for Students from memory. A skill-
ful performance of Taijiquan was next. At eleven, Dharma Master Heng
Su explained the method of recitation in ten breaths for rebirth in Pure
Land. Next, two children told inspiring stories about “the importance
of upholding the moral precepts” and “nothing but karma follows us
as we revolve in the six paths.”” DM Heng Xing spoke in appreciation
of the elders’ lifelong contributions to society and urged us to emulate
them in our practice. A little girl played two songs on the piano: “Long
Long Ago” and “Turkey Mirror”.

DM Heng Chan and Heng Lu gave Dharma talks and led the elders
to recite “Namo Amitabha.” Then the volunteers sang “The Triple Jewel
Song” and “Song of Virtue.” Elder layperson Leung told a story and
explained the importance of resting the mind to cultivate the Way. Then
DM Heng Chih lectured. She urged the elders to reflect on the reasons
we should recite the Buddha’s name.

Honoring Elders Day this year was well attended and had a rich and
wonderful program, and DM Chih’s participation brought Dharma bliss

to the event.

Dharma Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society in Tai-

pei—Connected in a Family of the Dharma Realm

In a time when the idea of honoring elders has been forgotten by our
society, on November 7, almost a hundred elders gathered at the Dharma
Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society (DRBBDS) to participate in
Honoring Elders Day, an event prepared just for them. Dharma Masters,
volunteers, DRBY (Dharma Realm Buddhist Youth) members, Sunday
School teachers, parents and children jointly offered their respect
and performances.

Early in the morning, Dharma Masters first led the assembly to recite
The Sutra of the Deep Kindness of Parents and the Difficulty of
Repaying It. Following that, some elders shared their life experiences.

-
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After the meal offering, elders enjoyed a sumptuous vegetarian lunch

and watched the children perform instrumental recitals, songs, recitation
from memory, martial arts, and drama. Last but not least, Dharma Master
Yun blessed the elders with a verse entitled “May Your Blesssings and
Wisdom Grow” composed by the Venerable Master.. She urged the
elders to open their hearts to experience happiness, to recite Amitabha’s
name often and let the Buddha’s light shine within. By helping others, one
attains blessings, and by reading Sutras and reciting the Buddha’s name,
one gains wisdom. Following a vegetarian diet and not killing creatures
increases one’s blessings and lengthens one’s life. The true purpose of
Honoring Elders Day is to promote filial piety.

After the celebration, an elder relayed his worries about society and
his expectations for the youth. Another elder said, “I rarely go to the
temple. This is my opportunity to come and take a good look at the
Buddha. I am looking, listening, and learning with all my attention,
and I feel so happy!” Some parents of the Dharma Masters were happy
to see DRBBDS become a big harmonious family with everyone paying
respect to the Triple Jewel.

Honoring Elders Day at DRBBDS is a time when we experience
and practice “cherishing and respecting all elders the way we would our

own parents.” It expands our minds so that whether we are monastics

ot laypeople, we all become one family in the Dharma Realm. This can
be seen in the process of this event. It started with a few people
planning it, but by the end many people were involved and the idea of
filial piety became widespread. We hope to correct the abnormal situation
in today’s society where family
members being alienated from

each other.
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Monastery in Malaysia:
Limitless Blessings,

Life and Happiness

It had been raining continu-
ously for a couple of weeks
and we prayed hard that this
year’s Honoring Elders Day would not be a wash out. However on
November 7, the sun peeked from behind the clouds and it bespoke
of a very warm, sunny day. The volunteers put up colorful banners to
add a festive air. By nine o’clock our five hundred honored elderly
guests began to stream in.

Two golden lions came prancing in to pay their respects to the
Buddhas. Dharma Master Heng Tai welcomed our guests and the
day’s program began. Kindergarten students from the Young Learn-

ers Meadow dressed in various ethnic costumes enthralled guests
with their recitation of Chinese Classics. Three- and four-year-olds
i 55 F | #ER Y 5 - dressed like Mickey Mouse brightened the day for the guests with

% %EF[IJ Py IT' Sk R Fll:\ ET%TE I their performance. A six-year-old played two pieces on the guzheng

o, e [a Chinese instrument].
o ZPRIYY AU SERAVIREE R
I Jﬁfl A5 ks & 3? P BRAAE iﬁ] After the Meal Offering, in the Buddha Hall and the Five

A —HF =t SZEEN Du{@ﬁi IR A IQ’J 75 Contemplations Hall, two elders, male and female respectively,
9tE £ R M EI }Lj%‘iFh: F,?]E v [HJ% ° were guided to their seats. Then in each location, two kindergarten

T T R EJSE{I W ﬁ ?J Plv =HT children knelt and offered each elder a cup of tea. Then we chanted
iR > STl 2Bl A lFELEJI‘ —‘\E}}FIIE e Tpe “Amitofo” to the tune of Happy Birthday while the two pairs of
FREE | AU [IF o iy %ﬁﬁ. XSRS S S elders cut the cakes simultaneously.
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performances, including Chinese Orchestra, drama, choral singing,
and Chinese yoyo.

One parent who had come to see her son’s performance was

-
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fascinated to see so many seniors gathered
in one place and to see how calm they
were compared to other crowds. It was

quite admirable.

The City of Ten Thousand Bud-
dhas in Talmage:

Honoring Elders and Worthies -
May You Be Blessed with

The annual celebration of Honoring Elders was held at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas on Saturday, November 13. It was truly a

B e spectacular and heartwarming experience.

b ﬁjﬁ‘l@i& ﬂi’@'lﬁg F‘]"J:E' Q{TE Py — flRl= The children of Developing Virtue and Instilling Goodness Schools
a7 T IO TH B ey F’lﬁ' FER AU A in all the grades, from kindergarten through high school,
il pl— fltpl— ok 89F LN S Ao e % Piif ) performed dances, songs and instrumental pieces. There were Chinese
ARV o R N F,J\}&)E]Fﬂ fan dances, umbrella dances, lion dances, high school orchestral
b performances, Japanese drumming (taiko), and the outstanding dragon

PR 0 F - SRR 2
B o EIIEERR [l EE A -

k

dance. I was in awe of the talent and the beauty of the costumes.

Solo performances by a young boy and an elderly man received stand-

ing ovations. Alejandro Gracia,
age 5, played the intricate piece,
“Gavotte” on his violin, while
Gordon Minor, age 89, played
the famous “Sugar Blues” on
his trumpet and also gave a
rare demonstration on the Alp
Horn.

The delicious vegetarian
lunch was served by the high

school and junior high school students to all the guests in a most
gracious manner. Much time and care had obviously been given by

the residents to create such an outstanding meal.
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News from the Dharma Realm
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remember our roots and rediscover our long-lost traditional values, and to

P

The senior girls from the Developing
Virtue School were the MC’s of the event.

The following is a quote from their intro-
duction:

“The Venerable Master Hua, founder of
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, began
the tradition of honoring our elders in 1992,

cherish and respect all elders the way we would our own patents. That way
*’A*EE%WIR% f we hope to repay a small part of what they have done for us. Then our
society will certainly be more harmonious and peaceful. May all of you

i IR T
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elders be blessed with happiness and good health!”

Gold Sage Monastery in San Jose:
May you be evergreen like the cedars and pines!

[z [t At 9:00 am on November 14, the celebration at Gold Sage Monastery began
PF'IE 15 HEPE o , o .
H THA SIS AT R with the recitation of the Sutra of the Deep Kindness of Parents and the
* [ i SR nERCE Sy Difficulty of Repaying It.

Dharma Master Heng Liang gave a welcome speech. Then Dr. Peter
Wu instructed us on the “Way to Health.” Next, children from Gold Sage
Sunday School sang three songs. Their sweet and innocent voices won
people’s hearts.

In an Open Discussion, seniors talked about their life experiences and
how they came to learn Buddhism. Mr. Yu, although in his seventies, was
still able to recite two poems by the Chinese poet Du Fu.

At 11:00 a.m., as the guests enjoyed the performances, they savored
dish after vegetarian dish. For three years, Ms. Yang from the Salvation

Army Senior Center earned her reputation by singing the song “Ocean”

-
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— which has become her hallmark.

Another group of five seniors from the
same center performed the “Dance of the Ultimate.” Mr. Jiang played
the harmonica (“Jasmine Flowers” and the “Osaka Maiden”) and also
performed a song on the Irish whistle. The old songs brought back
memories. As everyone joined in and sang together, the spirit of the
whole place was uplifted.

In the Q&A that followed, people rushed to answer and winners
received prizes. One adorable senior, who did not know what was
being asked because of her poor hearing, still raised her hand to answer,
and gave the same answer every time she was called upon.

Celebrating this holiday makes elders feel that we care for and
respect them; it also helps the youth learn to cherish all elders as
their own grandparents. On this festive day, one to two hundred vol-
unteers joined in to help. People realized

to make a program successful, it needs

many conditions working together. When
the program concluded, everyone was
full of bliss of Dharma. This program’s
success was possible only with those

people’s enthusiastic contribution.
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News from the Dharma Realm

2|1
TP
SEREY L LA

j’ttfj}'»‘i‘b? =

EFEZL ﬁr“fﬁfﬂijﬁﬂiﬁﬁ UFTJI% )
T AR SO B R *%ﬁﬁ?

%E?F:Ezﬁ ﬁwﬁ[ﬂ [F— gt pr e —”‘J—?Jf‘

=+ “‘fﬂ F‘%ﬁn YL FHIRRL -

2 FJ B TR R
%'FWF([E*J o %‘ﬁ[’éﬁfﬁ 23 t%LJJ[[HﬂI{E}ﬁlfF*@ﬁ%
'I%*F'@*ﬁfﬁﬁ' SRR - TR

o PRE L > B AR AR O g
a:TEJF[iW;#JT HEES NI i&lﬁl—bjﬁ? S
ElN

G ORCHATE LML G e
P AUAIFH AR fﬂ"’lﬁd = R JJEJI:
B o ANE U RYET > F BRI
T LA o Y S S SO
[ o I T AR R B

iﬁﬁ%%@ﬁg% POREINRFEZ

BT PR s B 2 PR

T TLF]28F PR A o SR T -
B BT o B R ey

ot S E T SR T
BT TIPS
35 o

T S 5
e AT AR

Eﬂ? FUFIVE 2 0] (R
R SRR TR R 0 B
WA GER) ~ (I

DR S
FfiE o RN -

Gold Mountain Monastery in San Francisco—
Increasing Blessings, Longevity, and Happiness

In 1993, the Venerable Master held a birthday celebration for his third
elder brother and his wife with the assembly at Gold Mountain Monastery
(GMM). He compassionately wished that all the elders in the world may
receive good care and support. Therefore, he instructed all the branches
of the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association to organize Honoring Elders
Day each fall so that the elderly may gather together to celebrate their
own day. Ever since then, year after year, we have taken the occasion to
show our filial respect and repay the kindness of the eldetly.

Each year following the final day of the Emperor Liang Repentance
Session, GMM holds its celebration for the elders. With the blessings
of all Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, we transfer the merit from bowing
the Repentance and wish that elders may enjoy peace, happiness and
longevity. Due to the limited space, we can only accommodate about a
hundred elders. We also visit seniors in their homes when they are not
able to come to the monastery.

This year’s celebration was on November 28. Coming from different
places, the performers and volunteers did their best and offered
wonderful performances and plenty
of delicious vegetarian food.
Everyone worked harmoniously
and the monastery was full of joy.
All the elderly guests were happy.
When it was time to conclude,
everyone anticipated seeing one

another next year.

Gold Wheel Monastery in Los Angeles—The Fourfold As-
sembly Comes Together to Honor the Elders

At Gold Wheel Sagely Monastery, the fourfold assembly of disciples
worked together to plan the celebration. People of all ages worked closely
as a team to make November 28th’s Honoring Elders
Day a great success.

To everyone’s delight, that day was blessed
with sunshine and blue skies. Two to three hundred
elders came. During the banquet, young volunteers
at each table served for the elders, attending to their
needs wholeheartedly.

The Monastery prepared a delicious vegetarian
banquet and a wonderful program for their elderly
guests. The Gold Wheel Monastery Choir sang
the “Verse of the Dharma Realm” and “World
of Great Unity” with Chinese Sunday School
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students. In addition, a young friend Hsiech Bo-Wen performed a
piano solo that won everyone’s heart. Mr. Yang Jie, a renowned
vocalist from China, sang “Song of the Yangtze River,” “Farewell”
and other songs with a resonant voice full of feeling.

After the Meal Offering, the elders were invited to cut the
birthday cakes while everyone sang “Evergreen Pine and Cedar”
with joyful and harmonious voices.

After the banquet, every guest was
given an exquisite gift prepared by the
monastery. Deep in our hearts, we all
know we should not only respect the
elderly once a year, but every day, at all
times. The door of Gold Wheel Monas- |
tery will always be open to them.
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(Continued from page 24)

flavor of Chan cannot be compared to anything, how much the less the
pleasures of marriage or taking hallucinogenic drugs. This state is incomparable
and indescribable. It is like a person who drinks water. Only he knows if
it is cold or warm. Therefore it is called freedom — true freedom and ease.
Only a person who has gone through this state, knows what it is like. What
is meant by “a person who has gone through it”? This refers to a person
who has walked the path; he will know at which state or what level you
are at. It is like a person who is about to reach the state “the ground of
bliss from leaving production” of the Four Dhyanas, this kind of bliss is
incomparable. Therefore it is called “the bliss from leaving production”.
The person leaves afflictions behind and experiences the bliss of medita-
tion. This is one kind of samadhi. But do not think this state is something
incredible! This is actually a common, ordinary phenomenon. Any person
who cultivates Chan can obtain this if he is truly sincere.
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