News from the Dharma Realm
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The First Monastic Men of the West Conference Held at CTTB
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The planning meeting for a joint Buddhist-Catholic Monastic Men of the
West Conference was held at City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) from
October 12 - 15, 2004. The organizers were the Monastic Inter-religious
Dialogue (MID) and the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA). The
MID, comprised largely of Benedictine and Trappist monks, is an organiza-
tion founded on the conviction that Christian monastics and monastics of
other religions, both women and men, can — indeed, need — to learn from
each other. It began in 1978 in response to the Vatican’s request that Chris-
tian monks and nuns be in the vanguard of the Church’s interfaith dialogue
because monks represents a point of contact and of mutual comprehension
between religions. The presence of monastics is a bridge that can open to
dialogue with the celibate, vowed clergy from other religions.

The North American Buddhist Monastic Sangha has been meeting
together annually for a decade but they have not formalized a representative
body that speaks with authority for all monastics. In the absence of a Bud-
dhist counterpart to MID, the monks of the City of Ten Thousand Bud-
dhas, led by Abbot Bhikshu Heng Lyu, invited the Catholics to the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas. Its founder, the late Chan Master Hsuan Hua, made
interfaith hospitality and understanding one of the primary missions of Bud-
dhist monastics in this first century of Buddhism’s advent in the West.
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The Daoyuan Hall was decorated as a chapel
with a large cross and an altar table.

RXEHRHBHZBIE » BT
TE=XHIEE -

Seven Catholic monks and seven Buddhist monks
participated in the three-day meeting.
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While Buddhist-Catholic encounters have
been taking place regularly for decades, this
gathering was the first attempt to create a
forum exclusively for monastic men of the two
traditions. Monastic women, both Buddhist
and Catholic, met in Los Angeles in 2003, for
avery successful event, and the monastic men
were eager to organize a parallel encounter.

Seven Catholic monks and seven Buddhist
monks participated in the three-day meeting. The Catholics came from
Benedictine and Trappist monasteries from Rhode Island, Minnesota,
California, lowa, Kentucky, and Illinois. While the Buddhists all resided
in California, they represented the Mahayana, Theravada, and Tibetan
traditions.

Participants arrived at CTTB on Tuesday afternoon, October 12,
2004. During the next three days they meditated together at 6:00 a.m.,
held three councils each day and scheduled various activities, including
a celebration of the Mass ceremony at 4:30 pm in the Daoyuan Hall.
The Daoyuan Hall had been decorated as a chapel with a large cross and
an altar table and Catholics from the neighboring city of Ukiah came
to take communion.

The program for the three days was lightly structured so as to allow
ample time for simply being together in all the aspects of the monastic
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HEENERT
The Abhayagiri Forest Monastery
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Gazing at the Venerable Master’s sharira (relics)

b ﬂﬁ% SR WSS oﬁ
SRR S R N
RIS =

daily life at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. All participants took part
in the lunch offering at the CTTB’ main Buddha Hall with the assembly
and ate lunch in the Dining Hall. On the second morning everyone
drove to Redwood Valley to visit the Ukrainian Orthodox (Byzantine
Catholic) Monastery of Mt. Tabor. We also toured the Abhayagiri For-
est Monastery, to convene the morning council. We ate lunch there and
then visited the monks’ £x/is (residence huts) set among the manzanita
and madrone trees on the mountainside.

The group began the councils with introductions that focused on
personal experiences, on who we are, what drew us to the monastic life,
and what it has been like to be a monk. Fr. William Skudlarek and Rew.
Heng Sure presented a list of various topics that were proposed for
discussion. During this period, all the participants shared their best
experiences and wisdom.

The meeting concluded with the decision that the first full scale
Monastic Men of the West Conference will be held in 2006; further we
decided that the most compelling topic for our next gathering will be,
“What is the place of celibacy in the monastic life and how is the mean-
ing and practice of celibacy affected by cultural differences?” Rev. Heng
Sure and Father William Skudlarek will be the co-organizers.
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Monastics getting to know
one another better.

-
November 2004 VAJRA BODHI SEA

49



