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DRBA Delegation Visits Europe
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Last month, a group of 16 people from Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association (DRBA) and Dharma Realm Buddhist Youth (DRBY)
attended the Parliament of the World’s Religions in Barcelona, Spain.
The delegation was led by Reverend Heng Sure and also included
Bhikshunis Heng Liang, Heng Yin, and Heng Bing. Reverend Heng
Sure and two other delegation members attended a pre-Parliament
Assembly from July 5-7 at the world renowned Benedictine Monastery
at Montserrat. The Assembly focused on developing “practical and
transformative responses to four critical issues: 1) improving the plight
of refugees, 2) relieving the crushing burden of international debt on
poor countries, 3) creating access to clean water, and 4) overcoming
religiously motivated violence.”

The Parliament, from July 7-13, was attended by an estimated seven
thousand other people from a host of spiritual and religious traditions
(Bahais, Brahma Kumaris, Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jains, Jews,
Muslims including Sufis, Sikhs, Native Americans and other indigenous
traditions, Zoroastrians, and more), including not only religious lead-
ers but also environmentalists, scientists, educators, artists, and youth
activists from around the world. The paintings of delegation member
Mr. Yu Chunming, who has painted hundreds of portraits of the
world’s great religious leaders, were displayed and received enthusi-
astically at the Parliament. We came away feeling a common ground
with the various spiritual traditions. It was exhilarating to be among
7,000 people who care about the world and are praying and working
for peace and goodness. There is an evolving global consciousness
that we must find sustainable and peaceful ways for all inhabitants of
the earth — human and nonhuman, present and future — to continue
living on this planet.

On July 14, the delegation flew to Paris and was then driven to a
retreat center in Villebon sur Yvette, where they were joined by a
dozen more DRBA laypeople from Berkeley. Many local laypeople had
come for the one and a half day retreat in an old stone chapel. On the
morning of July 16, Reverend Heng Sure gave a Dharma lecture at the
Overseas Chinese Association in Paris. In the afternoon, the delegation
went to Brussels. The five-day Dharma assembly in Brussels included
meditation, the Great Compassion Repentance, transmissions of the
Three Refuges, the Five Precepts, and the Eight Precepts, activities
for young people hosted by DRBY, and a visit to Waterloo [site of
Napoleon’s defeat|, where we climbed a hill and recited the Great
Compassion Mantra for the multitudes of soldiers and horses that had
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lost their lives in the surrounding battlefields. The Europe delegation
visit concluded on July 22, with the laity in Europe sincerely requesting
DRBA to send another delegation in the near future. More detailed

reports and reflections will be published in future issues.
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Developing Virtue Schools Place Third and Fourth in National Chinese Culture Competition
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Ever since the National Chinese Culture Competition was first held
in 1995, it has fulfilled its function of helping Chinese children in the
United States increase their knowledge of the Chinese language and
their understanding of Chinese history and culture. After the Boys and
Gitls Schools’ teams won first and second place in the regional contest
in May, thereby gaining the right to represent northern California in
the National Competition, the team members learned more during
several months’ of intensive training than in two years of studying
Chinese. Thus the Competition has its benefits.

This year the National Chinese Culture Competition was held in
New Jersey. Our two teams traveled six hours by plane to get there.
The next day, as soon as we arrived, some parents came over to ask,
“Why is it that your students seem so different from the rest?” They
were very curious and impressed by our students’ demeanor and con-
duct. Even though the host teams (from New Jersey) won the first
and second places, our students wrote thank-you cards to the judging
teachers and the chairman, expressing gratitude for their hard work.
After the contest, Dharma Master Sure presented a slideshow intro-
ducing the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and the mission of our
school, which attracted those who were really interested to learn more
about us. Thus, the Dharma Master said, “It’s worth it!” A mother
who had been searching a suitable school for her daughter said, “This
is the school I've been looking for!”

The Boys and Girls Schools have always encouraged students
to participate in academic and cultural activities. On the one hand,
students gain new experiences; on the other hand, teachers can
evaluate their students’ performances and thus reflect on their own
success or failure in teaching and developing them to become “whole
persons.”

On this trip to the East Coast, the students not only won the third
and fourth places, but also were praised for “developing their virtue.”
However, we still have a longer way to go. To conclude, we would like
to thank everyone who has supported education.
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