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A GUANYIN DHARMA ASSEMBLY TO PROTECT THE NATION
AND QUELL DISASTERS IN THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA (continue)
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Q: One of the Bodhisattva precepts is to avoid sexual misconduct.
Sexual activities are prohibited at certain places and during certain
times. Other than the six vegetarian days, one of the wrong times
includes daytime. Divorce is a possibility when the husband has
misgivings about this. Is it most important to keep to the precept at
this time? Or does one dismiss the views of others and get a divorce?
But I am afraid that people will be hesitant and misunderstand Bud-
dhism that way. May the Venerable Master kindly instruct us.

A: The wrong times and wrong places are already said very
cleatly; there’s nothing more. If you can’t keep to this precept,
you can’t keep to it. You don’t need to rationalize and argue against
it. It’s your decision as to whether you divorce, I refuse to answer
this question. He wants a divorce because he’s tired of what’s old
and wants to find something fresh. This has nothing to do with
precepts.

Q: Venerable Master, someone who professes to be of the Sikh
religion wears a robe that makes him look like Buddhist monk. He
has even received the threefold ordination, but the Dharma that
he speaks goes against the Buddhadharma. Venerable Master, how
should monastics protect and uphold the proper Dharma? And how
should laity protect and uphold the propetr Dharma?

A: Give them the silent treatment! The demon king already
told the Buddha that evil-natured Bhikshus are demons’ offspring.
They will go to your house, live there, eat your food, and defecate
in your pot. You should ignore these types of people. By claiming
themselves to be Buddhists, they expect the Buddha to provide
them with clothing and food, and yet they do not do the Buddha’s
work. But we can’t kill them either because we would violate the
precept of killing;

Q: How should one explain, “Whether sentient or insentient,
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all perfect the Wisdom of Modes”?

A: “Sentient” and “insentient” refer to sentient and insentient
beings. What are insentient beings? They’re plants that have a
vital nature but no emotions. Sentient beings are those with blood
and breath. They all perfect the Wisdom of Modes and become
Buddhas together. But even a computer cannot figure out whether
they will become Buddhas eatlier or later.

Q: Venerable Master, how do we cross out ancestors to the
other shore in a way that accords with the Dharma? Should we
include their relatives from past eons and the spirits of their
households as well?

A: Actually, by simply having that thought of filiality, your
parents and ancestors have been saved. You don’t need to burn
paper money or do anything else for them. Of course, reciting
Sutras is one way to ferry the dead to the other shore according
to Buddhism. Actually, not getting upset is the way to truly save
your parents and ancestors. Don’t listen to fools who have pre-
pared bank accounts in the realm of the deceased for people in
their afterlife. This is totally ignorant. People shouldn’t have such
ideas; they must be ghosts.

Q: Venerable Master, can anyone make the resolve to save all
beings throughout the ten dharma realms? Or is that only done
by eminent monks who have attained the Way?

A: Of course only eminent monastics ate able to do it. But if
you wish to save beings throughout the ten dharma realms, then
be a good person, and you will take beings to the other shore.

Q: Venerable Master, how does a student learn about the
Buddhadharma?

A: A student must study hard. You may investigate the Bud-
dhadharma when you’re not studying. It will not work if you focus
on learning the Buddhadharma and stop studying. You must value
both. Do notlet one interfere with the other or focus only on one.
Don’t stop studying because you are learning the Buddhadharma.
That’s a mistake on the part of young people.

Q [a Dharma Master]: Will the Venerable Master please be
kind and compassionate and release us from suffering?

A: That is my vow. I am willing to take on all the misery and
difficulty of all Chinese. I also dedicate to every Chinese the bless-
ings meant for me.

Dharma Master: The Venerable Master’s cultivation is able
to move dragons and gods. I suggest that the Venerable Master
take the lead in crossing over our countrymen who have died in
the past century.

A: Spirits who died several thousand years ago have rushed
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here to this Guanyin Great Compassion Dharma Assembly to
Protect the Nation and Quell Disasters. They have all been liber-
ated. However, you do not know. You will not believe me even if
I say I know. Regardless, I want to say something. It’s okay that we
Chinese burn paper money for our ancestors, but not so much. Do

not burn paper cars, boats, highrises, planes, missiles, atom bombs,
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and all kinds of defense systems so that when they’re ghosts, they
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H o Iy (W[ENES F‘i e F&[T g | ST > R our own money; why would ghosts need people to print money for

them? That doesn’t make sense. Furthermore, if those Chinese who
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’ ﬁﬂ%lﬁifﬁ,lﬁ}iﬂ VTR FS AL E R turn into ghosts are poot because they have no paper money, then
does that mean all non-Chinese who receive no burnt paper money

are impoverished ghosts, beggars? I’'m saying the truth. Whether

or not you believe it is up to you.

LAZERE Q & A with the Venerable Master
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Q: Why do we like to eat?

A : Because we have no samadhi (concentration).
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Q: Where does samadhi come from? e !
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A : It comes from the precepts. If you uphold the precepts strictly, then your body won't feel cold and you
develop samadhi. When you have samadhi, you don’t need to eat. Why? You have forgotten . s
about hunger. Why do you want to eat? Because you think, “I haven’t eaten anything today!” - -
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Q: Can the precepts show us where our Buddha nature is? o
A : The precepts are your Buddha nature.
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Q: How can we identify demons and ghosts? 3 — i -y
A : They are always out to harm others. : e ——
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