kB

ProrER DHARMA SEAL

U yapt2

%ﬁ(« 2x T

THE DHARMA FLOWER SUTRA WITH COMMENTARY

[ & B %%

fE%tm )

ROLL FIVE, CHAPTER FOURTEEN: HAPPILY DWELLING CONDUCT

3‘;‘ [ - * =5 COMMENTARY BY THE VENERABLE MASTER HUA
Elifhm bty F}kﬂ%ﬁ{?"; TRANSLATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSLATION INSTITUTE
fx ﬁ =745 REVISED VERSION

YOARINET - REEEE
BVEKXT] - E=EHR -
AKEZE - dA Gt -

IR/ Sy > S i‘y%ﬂﬂggr FJ [’é’[}“jﬂilz‘;{'ﬂ:a{
BT AL R WP T e
FRRL- BRI o TEREREZ L o RN
= PR AR l*’ﬂ%%UE'"&ﬁlﬁ%%
%‘E‘t[’J)EI o I /JIITJ\ |
JgFﬁxpj B NS rﬁ[%‘f%ﬁf

}E%J [ EJ =t H‘J}&* {‘\iﬁ‘ IR R
B TUIGgR PTG AR g
> Pl $95 O, o TR Y
(R e e e

Tl PSSPl SRR RRE0E D
L R
Py~ BT AETESYIE T o RIRCRY - LS
FEFERUE 35 (2 BT JLHF'H CYmE L
EIESRT  N30E - PYEERESR
, Fl“éﬁ;i:-{\:"y[“A 14 [4&[ IS H‘ji
PR -

i PR IB - P A - S
RS FRLIE - BRI o SHe e -
RIS R Bl S e
e o8 ﬁﬂf ’ pz:éﬁ@ﬁtgaﬂr B SE
’F’T'PAF” b 3 7 %PW' Lﬁ\@ﬁliﬁm
T pa- %ﬁ ﬁaﬂ UL AL e
LR o VR T

DR

EHE'I A

lﬁl

Sutra:

The Tathagata is also thus.

As king of all the Dharmas,

With patience, great power

And the precious store of wisdom,

With great kindness and compassion,

He transforms the world according to the Dharma.

Commentary:

The Tathagata is also thus. I, Shakyamuni Buddha, am like the
Wheel-turning sage king who atlast offers his crown jewel. The Buddha
is the king of all the Dharmas and is at ease within the Dharmas,
having gained the wonderful function of unobstructed self-mastery.
He has patience, great power, and great awesome virtue. He has the
precious store of wisdom. His wisdom is like a great treasure trove.
With great kindness and compassion he bestows happiness and
relieves beings of their suffering. He transforms the world accord-
ing to the Dharma. He teaches and transforms all beings according
to the Dharma. If beings can be saved by someone in the body of
a Buddha, he appears as a Buddha and speaks Dharma for them. If
beings can be saved by someone in the body of a Bodhisattva, he ap-
pears as a Bodhisattva and speaks Dharma for them. The same applies
to appearing as a Pratyekabuddha, as One Enlightened by Conditions,
as a Hearer, and so on. He manifests in many forms to teach beings.
This is how he “transforms the world according to Dharma.”

He observes the potentials and bestows the teaching,
Speaking the Dharma according to the person.

For example, if a particular being is fond of eating, he will speak
the Food Sutra to him and say, “Have some of this, it’s good for you.
If you are too fat, it will make you thin. If you are too skinny, it will
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make you fatter!

“That’s great!” says one person. “I'm tired of being so fat and
flabby. I’ll eat some of this food that will make me thinner.” So he
eats up the Food Sutra that is spoken for him.

Another person says, “I’m tired of being so skinny, I'll eat some
of this and put on a few pounds.”

This is the food of Dharma spoken by the Tathagata. You
shouldn’t think that the expression “Dharma food” means real food!
We say one takes dhyana bliss as food and is filled with Dharma hap-
piness, but that’s just a figure of speech. Why is it that many of you
can now eat only one meal a day? That’s because you take dhyana bliss
as food and are filled with Dharma happiness. You eat a “Dharma
meal” every evening, If you don’t get enough today, tomorrow eve-
ning there will be another Dharma meal for you to eat. That’s how
the Buddha taught.

Other beings may not care so much about food, but they like to
sleep. Everyday they have to take a nap after lunch. The Buddha then
speaks the Skep Sutra for them. He says,
head to the south, your feet to the north, and lie on your right side.

“When you sleep, put your

Place your right hand under your right cheek and your left hand on
your left side. That’s the “auspicious sleeping posture.” You will have
auspicious sleep and dreams and even auspicious waking hours.”

The person thinks, “Great! I'll sleep that way,” and he enters the
“sleeping samadhi.” Once he gains this samadhi, he wakes up and
thinks, “I shouldn’t sleep so much. It’s not really very interesting.”
He understands the Skep Sutra and wakes up. But this is just an anal-
ogy. What’s meant by “sleeping”’? Entering samadhi is what’s meant
by sleeping, But actually, when you sleep, your head hangs down;
whereas when you enter samadhi your head remains erect and your
back straight. One is “in a state of unmoving suchness, clear and
forever bright.” That’s genuine sleep! Your kind of sleep is a false
sleep; the sleep of the dead, not of the living. When you truly enter
samadhi, you are lucid and clear.

If you can enter samadhi, you can shrink ten thousand years into
the space of an instant, or you can stretch an instant into ten thousand
years. One thought is ten thousand years and ten thousand years are
one thought. Would you say that’s a long sleep or not? “I don’t get it,”
you say. Of course you don’t get it. If you did, you'd be something
else entirely! The Buddha “transforms the world according to the
Dharma,” speaking the Food Sutra to those who like to eat and the
Steep Sutra to those who like to sleep. For those who covet money, he
speaks the Wealth Sutra. The Buddha speaks the Wealth Sutra, the Beanty
Sutra, the Fame Sutra, the Food Sutra, and the Slep Sutra, depending
on the listener’s inclinations. That’s known as transforming the world

according to the Dharma. $0To be continued
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