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Sutra:
What are the states of the Buddhas?

Commentary:

The Bodhisattvas want to know, “What are the states of the Bud-
dhas?” To know the state of the Buddha, you must “purify your mind
like space.” The state of the Buddhas is just like space. If you know what
space is like, then you will be able to perceive the Buddhas’ state. Space
contains nothing and the states of the Buddhas also contain nothing,
However you perceive space, the state of the Buddhas is that way, too. So
there’s a saying, “If there are people who wish to know the Buddhas’ state,
they should purify their minds like space.” Space doesn’t have anything
at all, and yet, it contains everything, Although it is empty space, all the
mountains, the rivers, the great earth, the buildings, and homes are all
contained within it. Therefore, the state of the Buddhas is without any
state at all. No state is the true state. Why do we say there is no state?
It’s not one particular state; it’s all states. If you tried to speak about all
states you would never finish, which is why we say it is without a state,
like empty space.

Space contains everything, There isn’t a single thing outside of space.
And there isn’t any state that can go beyond the state of the Buddhas.
The state of the Buddhas is just like empty space in that it contains
all the myriad things. It reaches the point where a state is not even a
state; you have a state, yet there isn’t any state at all. That’s the state of
the Buddhas. There are ten kinds of states of the Buddhas which are
described in the commentary. If you want to know about them, you
should investigate them. What I am discussing here is no state at all; the
state of the Buddhas is no state. If you can “sweep away all dharmas
and separate from all appearances,” then that will be like space, in which
there isn’t anything at all.

Sutra:
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What is the aid of the Buddhas?

Commentary:

Can anyone explain the aid of the Buddhas? Let me tell you about the
Buddhas’ aid. Right now you are not having a headache, and you have not
starved to death; that is due to the Buddhas’ aid. If you want to eat, and the
Buddhas don’t aid you, then you will suffer a headache. Isn’t that right?

All of us living beings who are now here are being aided by the Bud-
dhas. The Buddhas’ aid can cause our Bodhi minds to continue; they
can make it so we don’t forget our Bodhi mind. The aid of the Buddhas
can cause us to bring forth the Bodhi resolve at all times. The aid of
the Buddhas can make everything auspicious and go according to our
wishes. Absolutely everything is the Buddhas’ aid. Although the Bud-
dhas aid us, we living beings are not aware of it. Within the Buddhas’
Dharma-body we are permeated with the Buddhas’ Dharma, yet, we are
unaware of this.

If you can cultivate and attain the fruition, you will know that every-
thing is due to receiving the aid of the Buddhas. If you can open up your
Five Eyes, you will know that absolutely everything is due to receiving
the Buddhas’ aid. Not only do people and all living beings receive the
aid of the Buddhas, all the trees, the grass, insentient beings, the soil,
and the rocks receive their aid, as well. The power of the Buddhas’ aid
exhausts space and pervades the Dharma Realm you could never finish
speaking about it. Therefore, absolutely everything receives the Buddhas’
aid. There is a public record which relates to this passage of the text and
proves that everyone receives the Buddhas’ aid.

When the Buddha was in the world, he went to a city called Campa,
where there lived a wealthy elder. Although he held a high position in
society, he didn’t have a son. Consequently, he made offerings to six mas-
ters who happened to be from non-Buddhist sects. He did this because
he wanted a son. Everyday he respectfully made offerings and bowed to
these six masters. He told them he wanted a son.

Now, it’s not known which one, but among the six masters there was
one who manifested spiritual powers, after which the elder’s wife became
pregnant. Once she became pregnant, the wealthy elder was never satisfied
with anything; when “given an inch, he would take a foot.” Happily he
returned to these six masters and said to them, “My wife is pregnant. Can
you tell me whether she will give birth to a boy or a girl?”

The six masters took a look at his physiognomy and said to the elder,
“You are going to have a daughter.”

When the elder heard that his wife was going to have a daughter, he
became very distraught again. He said, “If I have a son, I can bequeath
my family heritage to him. But if I have a daughter, I won’t be able to
give her anything! I have so much wealth; what am I to do?” He was
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extremely vexed.

At that time, a Good Knowing One came to his home. After he ar-
rived he asked the elder, “Why are you so worried?”

The elder replied, “I’'m so old now, and I was hoping for a son. My
wife became pregnant, but there are six masters who have informed me
that the child in her womb is a gitl. I have so much wealth and property,
yet I don’t know what will become of it in the future. Thats why I'm
so worried.”

The elder had no children. Having sought for one, he got one. How-
ever, he was going to get a daughter instead of a son, so this caused him
to be distressed again. This truly is the “suffering of not getting what
you seck for.”

At that time the Good Knowing One began praising the Buddha,
saying, “The Buddha knows everything. Go ask the Buddha. Maybe
what the six masters said wasn’t right.” So the elder went off to talk to
the Buddha. He asked him if his wife was going to have a boy or a girl.
The Buddha replied, “It’s definitely going to be a boy! Not only will it be
a boy, he will be extremely handsome.”

What do you think the elder did next? He was really an old fool; he
didn’t have any wisdom. He went back and told the six masters, “I asked
the Buddha and /e said that my wife is going to have a son. She’s definitely
going to have a son. The Buddha guarantees that it will be a boy; it’s 7oz
going to be a girl. All of you read my physiognomy and told me that I
absolutely wouldn’t have a son, that I would have a daughter. Well, you
all turned out to be wrong.”

Now, when the six masters heard this, they became extremely jeal-
ous. They thought to themselves, “Your Buddha says that you’re going
to have a son. Very well, we’ll make it so that you won’t have a daughter

1’

or a son!” Whereupon they took an amalaka fruit, mashed it into a pulp,
and added poison to it. Then they instructed the elder to bring it back
to his wife and give it to her to eat. They told him, “If your wife eats
this piece of fruit, even if she has a girl, the girl will become a boy. Not
only that, his features will be extremely handsome. You should quickly
return home and give this to your wife to eat.” The elder returned home
and gave the fruit to his wife to eat. As soon as she ate it, she died. So
she had neither a son nor a daughter.

When the elder took his wife to be cremated, the Buddha was aware
of this. He knew that the six masters had poisoned the elder’s wife. When
the Buddha went to the elder, the elder said to him, “Buddha, you say
you don’t lie, but you told me my wife was going to have a son. Now
she is dead, and I don’t even have a daughter! What am I going to do?
What you said was wrong.”

The Buddha told the elder, ““You asked me whether your wife was

going to have a son or a daughter. You didn’t ask me how long your wife
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was going to live. Although this has happened and your wife is now dead,

I guarantee you that you will still have that son. If you don’t believe me,
just take a look.”

So, they took a look and saw that the heat from the fire had caused
the skin of the wife’s abdomen to burst open. And sure enough, there
was a child sitting on the fire looking very much at ease. The Buddha
said, “Go quickly and pick up the child.” The six masters, who were also
there, said, “Don’t do it!”

The elder took a look at his son and thought to himself, “You cannot
ask me not to pick him up!” He then said, “If the Buddha asked me to
jump into the Hell of Boiling Water, the boiling water would become
cool. This is just an ordinary fire. Basically, there isn’t any problem.”
And with that, he picked up the child, handed him to the Buddha, and
said, “The Buddha has aided this child. Although his mother was poisoned
to death, and was cremated, the fire didn’t burn this child. This is due to
the power of the Buddha’s aid.”

The Buddha then took the child from the elder and said to him, “Liv-
ing beings’ lifespans are as ephemeral as bubbles on the water. This child
was in the fire but didn’t get burned to death. As a result of his reward
from previous lives, he won’t be burned to death in this life.”

Then the elder requested the Buddha to name his son. The Buddha
said, “Since the fire didn’t kill him, I will give him the name, Fire.” In
Sanskrit, fire is jyotih, so the child was called Jyotishka. On the one hand,
he received the power of the Buddha’s aid, and on the other hand, he
himself cultivated this kind of reward whereby he couldn’t be burned by
the fire. $07To be continued
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