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Cracking Open the Door for Orthodox Buddhism

in Mainstream America
—Introducing Upasika Eileen Hu

Pﬁgfﬁi <4 BY EILEEN HU ﬁ%"ﬁg’, fl15% CHINESE TRANSLATION BY HWAN XI YIN

RS R R
—f:] o EEfﬁl%ﬁL&‘l’é@iﬁtEfjﬁl%ﬁ ) ’alj_JJF[U_E‘)J;J’ ) 7&’1%‘%

(eiy
il Ve
?'%{f/[‘l?*
UiNI

R\Jipar=?

W

*fﬁ‘jd G Tuiﬁﬁlllﬁ*
X% #qué.[ig?;[, ST
ﬁgz»”gj\/uﬁrﬂ o

B RO A,

HH
ﬁ‘f
H

41
'Fi

/’—:FTJ ( Barnes and Noble Booksellers ) ffJ:é VRS

f

INCHES Eﬁ f? BTTS)! #’?ﬁ JjﬁT—' iy

Ef » TS
BRI

B ML

P =
‘Fﬁ[%l\?r[;,
E T
7P

—m|

@'@TI t|;H FIEI%L‘UAjj

[ AP - ARy
gﬁmxﬁﬁﬁ“wwwﬂ%?¢gﬁiﬁmﬂ“ﬁ

% -ﬂn -l H;I ijlgz_éé'j %F[J IE
“ﬁ%gEWiw¢wﬁJi

)

1ﬁWPW:r&%W?%ﬁﬁwﬂ

iFﬁlJrT_f;tE il
B

? ,wfp]ﬂpclg =g

é\%‘i‘rl ) F % 'IJIFﬁ~ o%#f

I HW’#‘?EJ (EMIFE) A1

RS <

S xzf\_(;;j\ae J[[[A [T‘i;ﬁ%‘*

fifl

-«

L ) AR T
’_rkpu5#~ﬂrwﬁtfkwu

i

5

R ET

A

A i@TWM@TF* T@#@iv

i
# pfjgid}

RE BV GUZI L T TR S

o

r*i@a&%‘i *aERLFE T

EJZ__T—,:%J o

@%ﬁ@%@oﬁ@ﬁ%ﬂ?

tH ek

The Venerable Master exerted blood, sweat, and tears in bringing
the treasure of Dharma to the West. Diligent disciples, translators,
proofreaders, artists, typesetters, graphic designers, printers, and
others created books for the purpose of spreading this wisdom.
But no matter how profound the knowledge is, or how beautiful
the books are, if the information remains locked in a warehouse
and no one can access it, no one can benefit from it.

Thus I was thrilled when I learned that Barnes and Noble
Booksellers, the largest “brick and mortar” bookstore in the world,
agreed to stock two titles published by the Buddhist Text Translation
Society (BTTS). There were many details and hurdles to overcome
to actually get the books into the stores located all across the United
States, but the potential is boundless. That order cracked open the
door for other titles, and is a launching pad for other chain book-
stores in the United States and Canada.

The titles selected for nationwide sales are the seemingly simple
books Words of Wisdom: Beginning Buddbism and Dew Drops: Pearls
of Wisdom. The true teachings of the Venerable Master are now
spreading to mainstream America.

I sometimes ask myself, “What role can I play in the spread
of Buddhism in America?” I believe I have affinities here since 1
was born in America, in 2 household with a Buddhist father and a
Catholic mother. A Chinese copy of the Diamond Sutra sat on the
same bookshelf as our English Bible. Since my father was never one
to get involved in ceremonies of any kind, there were no statues,
incense, or images in our house. But I do remember that one of
my father’s favorite sayings was, “sequence and consequence,” his
English interpretation of “cause and effect.”

I learned of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas through Dr.
Ron Epstein’s introductory class on Buddhism at San Francisco

State University. My clearest memory of the class was not the

LN 7 i_j‘ FIBER R (iRl ( readings, which I later learned were from the Shuarangama Sutra, or
%@ﬂ’;> ) I‘/?{ 'a'#E\iJf FyRY i ’f‘ﬁyFl il the term paper I spent so much time writing, but a little incident
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= [[—{E’:Em;[; FERIASE ™ e o (BRI J}“If}ﬂﬁ?@ while Dr. Epstein was lecturing, and he compassionately picked
7\ HrE[F 9t - @ZI[_{ IQ;ET R > P% it up and put it outside. The whole incident took less than two
=5 s =c minutes and not a word was said.
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y bj &, B E!;]EH]‘ T j‘ED IEIFF' it ,{ﬁ , I did not know what to expect when I visited the City of Ten

PUAIE e T il 3 0 B o [ Thousand Buddhas in the winter of 1992. I knew I was searching
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for a career path. I happened to visit during an Amitabha-Chan
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ﬁ%l@ Il J[Iﬁ?r )F b F [ ﬂ’%’ =i ache in my ankles and back, and the crossing and uncrossing of my

W session. I remember the freezing cold, the gnawing hunger, the
qiz‘_ ﬁ?ﬁr‘:ﬂ%%ﬁ: YJJ F= 0 % L ﬁ\?k s {ERL legs while struggling to sit for an hour. There was no instruction,

VRYHROAS A “‘P R At I and people did not talk to each other. But I was impressed by this
f,;lli} RS = e & jFl s TR H PN FATEQ(}C » 1 deep and profound silence.
VIR« S F i SRy FE o 2= & e answer I took home after three weeks at the City was that
FIf j?rs; ! X Iﬁ‘[f%r R =5 Th I took h fter th ks at the City h
I 3 |L U TE'SI }4{ F'Lj (+ /EE T it did not matter what I chose to do in life, as long as I was honest
9 s I#“ g AR pERE and sincere about it. And now when I ask myself, what cross will
} g g e l 5 E . 'J T E”J”;"Z?;Ew 5 F ,[ bear for Buddhism in America, the answer is the same: It does not
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e ii) e matter what I do, as long as I am honest and sincere about it.
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F“ F ﬁ 7! !EFL I Editor’s note: Laywoman Eileen Hu currently helps in the
marketing department at BTTS.
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