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Introducing Ms. Zhang Yumei

=P B ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY ANNIE WANG

From the very beginning when Berkeley Buddhist Monastery was es-
tablished, every Saturday evening, there always was an elderly lady who
satin the front row, listening to the sutra lecture attentively. About two
years later, besides the bilingual Sutra lecture in Chinese and English,
the Vietnamese translation started. The elderly lady moved upstairs to
listen to the Vietnamese translation via earphones. The author then
realized that the elderly lady understood neither Chinese nor English
well enough. But she had never been absent even once and persisted
in sitting in the front. The author was impressed and deeply moved.

The elderly lady, who is 82 years old now, is named Zhang Yumei
(Dharma name Guomei). Her father was from Hainan Island, China,
and moved to Vietnam later. Back in Vietnam quite some time ago, she
took refuge with Triple Jewel. She was keen on freeing captured animals
and reciting Buddha’s name for people who were near death. About
twenty years ago, she came to the United States with her family and
started to go to a Vietnamese temple in San Francisco. Around 1986,
she and her friends began regulatly visiting Gold Mountain Monas-
tery in San Francisco (then on 15th Street). They offered Vietnamese
sticky-rice cakes to Master Hua. Master Hua heard that the sticky-rice
cakes needed to be boiled for eight hours. He took a special interest
and asked them to show the cakes to him. After that, even though it
was inconvenient to take bus to the temple, she still occasionally came
with friends to listen to the Master’s Dharma talk. She still remembers
how fortunate she was when the Master blessed her by touching her
head after his talk.

After Berkeley Buddhist Monastery was established, she came
to Berkeley to listen to Sutra lectures because it was closer. In 1995,
Dharma Masters Heng Sure, Heng Da, and Heng Xian were invited
to give Dharma talks in San Rafael where Ms. Zhang lives. Since she
lived so close and had been to monasteries, she helped to arrange the

location of the lecture and made lunch offerings.
(Continued on page 49)
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