Bo% o) o

3t e W B B 16 % vk R ST

Records of the Northern California Chinese Culture
Competition
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the teacher told me that I was going to participate in the Chinese Cul-
ture Competition, I couldn’t stop complaining. Why didn’t the teacher
find someone else who is better than me in Chinese?

The reason was that the Association of Northern California

[hias j F ;_H (it % F o Pl (W EL - PIE fg_i?r_, the rules in the competition this year. The competitors this year had
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5 - qualified. Also our school is really small, so if I didn’t go there might
B[ i H[ VR not have been enough students to form a team.
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we were not familiar with much Chinese culture, history, or geography,
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and none of us wanted to spend a lot of time to study it. A month
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started to put their energy into studying hard. During spring break,

we sacrificed our vacation to spend a couple hours in school everyday

F %TIK 'Ef g’u ! Eﬁ?qﬂ Jga;d HERERE for this Chinese culture class. It was a team competition, and not only
Al RS Eﬁﬁ :EZHF P DRSPS did we need the skill of each individual, we needed teamwork. After
it E[ EN N FTE' [T ten days, everyone was really into the class and our interest in Chinese
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June 2004 € VAJRA BODHI SEA ) 29



—.—‘f'“jIEl ) qfﬂ TU_L‘ EE—T\ E[j o 7[:—1\;1& I,FEJFE?JF';
)EQ_[ ,E'LTFLI*% /FEFFIJ F[}\_F:l}*é"d@r”éﬁqrj\
% éﬁﬁw'j" f%g'[—{-‘\?gﬂ??[ , J];,J,—JI N
TaﬁﬁTWWW“’ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁ‘*%‘
Eﬂj‘ ~ R ﬁqsf}ﬂﬂ\ ﬁ‘ﬂélq\a )~ RTRTRERfR
Fi‘ﬁljsqi ’ ﬂ“ﬁifp E ‘%I J’Tﬂ‘ﬁgfll HER qu,f/

BopHr FIeLD

g2/ '“‘tlfﬁ @ Eln []EIJ—Fﬁ = [—“E].F[JE&
WG TR IR S
TR R ER S I A
lﬁ%ﬁhif BORAF I B B

t

o

w
RS

B 45 0BG 0F
TR PSS ] RS T s R
FOLREp IS o
T I A.Eg“ EDA(ES a5
PRI W Flpe T % - gl b 25
PORRTRIVGA T i8> g o R
o EE|Lr Tpaﬁﬁﬁiﬁ E»P BT £ gﬁgé;‘%’ﬂ
13 JPALﬂvP o RVELE IR REEVRRE) o R
(ot )0 A 3 il |
qv—waWﬂEpF%%W°ﬁ
R ARE A PR ) 5
Ao R TVFJ'J— PR HIE o IUJGETIEY FTRL
TEAY- AT SUHRERLSY- ([ _EE PR PR
E3-a ISR 11 C N ETU
W2 &7 6 &%ZHFLWJ[FEJ%@? 3R
hzrﬁlifff%&”“f>[Fﬁ¢ TR SR,
 BERFORR B B SO B 2
ﬁ%ﬂﬂ@ﬂ@ﬁ7@%°
HITE - f E?'”Wﬁﬁgﬁ&wﬂﬂﬁ
FIIVE S ERE TG ST A [
:g%F%ﬁ?$ﬁ PI¥ % S S
’ fﬂJEﬁﬁ: PO o pilRRH B i?ﬁf%ﬂigﬂ
? ﬁﬁmﬁ ?W'ﬁ%&
gﬁﬂﬁifl AT 4
B - 5 IFﬁ?’l?? rﬁ L 1’““ fie L o e
wﬁﬁg’}ﬁLFﬁkwwwkii’
usau*ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ ZVHNE
i’“LM %ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁ 4$Eﬁﬁﬂ¢

A A
(= Wi

[ind

30

you are really intelligent, and the only thing to worry about is whether
you work hard or not.”

The content of Chinese culture is very broad. It includes science,
geography, etc. and it ranges from history to current events; it includes
almost everything. We originally thought this class was going to be dull
and boring, but when our interest was aroused, we started to think of
itas if it was a fascinating treasury. Our teacher used various methods
to teach us how to connect our knowledge of the dynasties, famous
people, places, time and events together, so they became stories that
we were very familiar with.

Before leaving for the competition, our teacher told us that since
we had already tried our best in preparing ourselves, we should just do
the best we could. The result of the contest was not that important.
We should not be upset if we lose, and we should congratulate those
who win. During this trip, none of us were worried about the contest

and we had a great time.

QIN ZHI LAU, 9™ GRADER, DEVELOPING VIRTUE BOYS SCHOOL
So, at long last, May 2™ came. The weather was exceptionally good,
and it was a good day for a competition.

When we arrived at San Jose, it was already noon and so we went
to a nearby park to have lunch. Since we had done a lot of talking in
the car, the two teachers accompanying us had headaches. After we
sat down to eat, I was quite nervous about the competition, and so I
did not eat a lot. Michael, on the other hand, acted as if nothing was
happening and ate three containers of noodles!

At one o’clock, we went to the site of the competition to sign
in and register. This year was special for there were fourteen teams
competing, and these fourteen teams were divided into four groups
(by drawing straws). From each group, the top two would advance to
the semifinals. We happened to be in the first group, so we were one
of the first four to compete.

On stage, I was wondering: “What if we lose? Will we disappoint
our parents and teachers?” Luckily, we were all very familiar with the
nature of the questions, and so we did pretty good, even though the
other teams were very aggressive too. So we got in to the semifinals.

During the semifinals, the eight teams that advanced from the ini-
tial competition were divided into another two groups, and as before,
the first two teams would go into the finals. During the semifinals,
we and the Gitls” School both got to the top two places in the samze
contest. The MC said, “Wow! Developing Virtue School is strong
indeed! Both the Boys and Gitls have duked it out, and both can now
go to the finals!”

Now, when the finals came, we all felt the Buddhas and Bodhisat-
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tvas were watching over us. For example, there was a particular mul-
tiple-choice question that asked, “Who was the first Chinese citizen
in space?” Now, for multiple-choice questions, you have to say both
the answer and the answer number. I knew the answer, but before
the question was finished I hit the buzzer. Oh no! I had no idea what
the number was! So I guessed. “2, Yang Liwei” was my response and

1’

amazingly I got it right!” The crowd exploded with applause and
gasps. All the people on the team gave a good performance, and we
got first place.

After the contest was over, we found out that the room directly
behind us was a Buddha Hall, and it was very adorned. We all went in
to bow to the Buddhas, and to transfer merit. It was very inconceiv-

able indeed!

GROVER CHEN, 11™ GRADER, DEVELOPING VIRTUE BOYS SCHOOL

After the finals, our victory was assured, and the Boys” School and
the Gitls” School got first and second place respectively. Our group
was very excited, for after a month of hard work, our effort had
finally paid off. This contest made me realize the meaning of “You
reap what you sow.” During the award ceremony, we felt honored to
receive such applause. Why? Not only did we represent DVS, we also
showed everyone the educational achievements of the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas.

In fact, all the participants in this contest were very good, and every-
one had a very good understanding of Chinese culture. Winning first
place didn’t mean that we are the strongest; it just meant that we had
passed. I think that the purpose of this contest is great; it can enable
students to further their understanding in Chinese history, geography,
culture, ethics, medical science, science, literature, and philosophy, and
also increase everyone’s interest in Chinese studies. The whole process
was intense and exciting, and it was fun as well!

After the contest, we were still excited. On the way back to the
City, we kept discussing the experiences we had in the contest. We
had gained a lot of knowledge and experience during this contest,
and I think that is the most precious. In this contest, we could not
rely on just one person; rather, all of us had to work together. Only
then could we accomplish something. We learned the importance of
teamwork.

Winning first place in this Northern California Chinese Culture
Competition is just the first step to the national competition. There-
fore, we have to make additional efforts to improve ourselves. Finally,
I would like to thank our Chinese teacher for teaching us strictly and
diligently, as well as our parents for supporting us enthusiastically,

thereby enabling us to have a successful and satisfying competition.
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