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— Essay:

The Master was from Changshan
County, a son of the Li family.
He went to study with Xuan Sha.
Sha asked him, “The three realms
are only the mind — what is your
understanding of that?”

The Master pointed to a chair and
asked, “What does the High Master
call this?”

Sha replied, “A chair.”

The Master said, “The High
Master does not understand how the

three realms are only the mind.”

Sha thereupon said, “I call it bamboo and wood. What do you call it?”

The Master said, “Guichen also calls it bamboo and wood.”

Sha said, “If one searched to the ends of the great earth, one wouldn’t
find anyone who understands the Buddhadharma.”

The Master from then on had no delusions, and he opened up the Dharma
at Earth Store Monastery.

Later, in the third year of the Tiancheng reign period of the latter Tang
Dynasty, in the fall of the year wuzi, he appeared to have an illness for a few
days, then sat down and passed away. After his cremation, sharira were found.
His stupa was built at the western corner of the monastery. The posthumous
title conferred upon him was Dhyana Master Zhenying (“True Response”).

Commentary:

The Master was from Changshan County, a son of the Li Family. His father’s
name was Li. He went to study with Xuan Sha. Xuan Sha asked him, “The three
realms are only the mind — what is your understanding of that?
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How do you explain it?”
The Master pointed to a chair and asked, “What does the High Master
call this?” A chair’s a chair, but he’s asking him what it is.

Sha replied, “A chair.”

The Master, Dhyana Master Guichen, then said, “The High Master does not
understand how the three realms are only the mind. You don’t understand
either.”

He, Xuan Sha, thereupon said, “I call it bamboo and wood. What do you
call it?” The High Master went on to say, “I don’t call it a chair; I call it bamboo
and wood,” and then asked Dhyana Master Guichen, “What do you say it is?”” This
exchange of questions and answers is known as Chan banter.

The Master said, “Guichen also calls it bamboo and wood. I call it that,
too.

He, Xuan Sha, said, “If one searched to the ends of empty space and the
great earth, one wouldn’t find anyone who understand the Buddhadharma.”
He meant, “Your calling it that is just repeating what you have heard others say,
without really understanding.”

The Master, Dhyana Master Guichen, from then on had no delusions. The
Master heard Xuan Sha say that even if one searched to the ends of the earth, one
wouldn’t find anyone who understood the Buddhadharma, and so he shouldn’t
want too much, care too much or be too attached. From then on the Master had
no more delusions about any dharma doors, and he opened up the Dharma at
Earth Store Monastery. At Earth Store Monastery, he lectured on the sutras and
spoke the Dharma for people.

Later, in the third year of the Tiancheng reign period of the latter Tang
Dynasty, in the fall of the year wuzi, he appeared to have an illness for a few
days, then sat down in full lotus and declared the end, completed the stillness.
After his cremation, many sharira (relics) were found. His stupa was built at the
western corner of the Earth Store Monastery. The posthumous title conferred
upon him by the emperor was Dhyana Master Zhenying (“True Response”),

and the emperor called his s#pa “The Stupa of True Response®To be continued
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