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Chinese Orchestras Give Mother’s Day Recital at CTTB

Realizing the vision of the Chinese orchestra director and Boys School teacher Agis Gan, the Chinese orchestras from the Girls and Boys
Schools at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, as well as from the Berkeley Buddhist Monastery (BBM) and the City of the Dharma
Realm (CDR) in Sacramento, gathered together to put on a special recital from 1:00 — 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 9, Mother’s Day, at
Daoyuan Hall in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. More than a hundred people attended, including teachers, parents, students, and
guests. The largest performance was given by the combined orchestras of the Girls School, BBM and CDR, which totaled thirty-six
people. There were also a number of solos and duets.

Parents, teachers, students, friends and supporters supported the schools’ orchestras by participating in a bake sale and raffle orga-
nized by some of the parents and laypeople. The proceeds will go towards repairing and replacing damaged instruments.

Many people from the Ukiah Valley attended this Mother’s Day celebration. One teacher from Ukiah brought her parents, who are
in their nineties. Her father had been a musician and is now blind, but he sat in the front row and enjoyed the music very much. One
boy confessed that he almost burst into tears hearing the piece, “Mom Is the Best on Earth.” This was a meaningful and worthwhile
way for students to show their filial piety towards their parents.
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CTTB Schools Hold Open House on Buddha’s Birthday

From 1:00-4:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 23, after a wonderful celebration of the Buddha’s birthday at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
Instilling Goodness Elementary and Developing Virtue Secondary Schools hosted their first Open House. After seeing a short school
documentary produced by Dharma Realm Buddhist Youth, prospective students and parents watched a series of student performances
that included Taiko drums, drama, Chinese dance, and Chinese orchestra. Then all the parents and children were divided into small
groups and taken on guided tours of the schools. There were activities for children in several classrooms. At the end, everyone had a
chance to ask questions. The entire Gold Mountain Chinese School showed up, as did many parents from Ukiah. Due to the collabora-
tion of teachers, parents, students, alumni and volunteers over many months, the Open House successfully introduced the school to a
large number of interested parents.





