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['FL3E #HShambala Review, Volume 5, Numbers 1 & 2, 1976 ¥ % | 57 26-28 1]
[Originally published in Shambala Review, Volume 5, Numbers 1 & 2, winter 1976, pp. 26-28.]
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Tripitaka Master Hsuan Hua (also named An Tz’u and To Lun) was
born on the sixteenth day of the third month, lunar calendar, in 1918.
His father, Pai Fu-hai, was a farmer of the Shuang-ch’eng District of
northeastern China. The Master was the youngest of eight children. After
the Second World War the Master traveled three thousand miles to Nan
Hua Monastery in Canton Province to pay his respects to the Venerable
Master Hsu Yun, who was then one hundred and nine years old. When he
arrived at Nan Hua, the two masters greeted one another; the Venerable
Master Hsu Yun recognized the Master’s attainment, and transmitted the
wonderful mind seal to him, making him the Ninth Patriarch of the Wei
Yang lineage, and asked him to serve as the Director of the Nan Hua
Institute for the Study of the Vinaya.

In 1950, he resigned his post at Nan Hua Monastery and journeyed to
Hong Kong where he lived in a mountainside cave in the New Territories.
He personally established two temples and a lecture hall and helped to
bring about the construction of many others. He dwelt in Hong Kong
for twelve years, during which time many people were influenced by his
arduous cultivation and awesome manner to take refuge with the Triple
Jewel and support the propagation of the Buddhadharma.

In 1962, he carried the Buddha’s Dharma banner farther west to the
shores of America where he took up residence in San Francisco and
patiently waited for past causes to ripen and bear their fruit. With tireless
vigor the Master has finely planted the roots of Dharma in Western
soil so that it can become self-perpetuating, The following interview
was conducted at Gold Mountain Monastery, San Francisco, which was
founded by the Master.

Karl Ray: The first question I would like to ask is based on an article
in which you suggest that Buddhists forget sectarian lines. Can you suggest
practical steps that Buddhist organizations can take to bring this about?

The Master: Before the Buddha came into the wotld, there was no
Buddhism. After the Buddha appeared, Buddhism came into being, but
there was not as yet any division into sects or schools. Sectarianism is a
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limited view, a view of small scope, and cannot represent Buddhism in
its entirety. The complete substance of Buddhism, the totality, admits
no such divisions. When you divide the totality of Buddhism into sects
and schools, you merely split it into fragments. In order to understand
Buddhism in its totality, one must eliminate views of sects and schools
and return to original Buddhism. One must return to the root and go
back to the source.

Karl Ray: That brings me to a question about the different teachings
taught here at Gold Mountain. I understand that you teach five different
schools, including the Chan School, the Teaching School, the Vinaya
School, the Secret School, and the Pure Land School. Can they all be taught
like this together? Do they all belong to the original corpus of Buddhist
teachings?

The Master: The Five Schools were created by Buddhist disciples who
had nothing to do and wanted to find something with which to occupy
their time. The Five Schools all issued from Buddhism. Since they came
forth from Buddhism, they can return to Buddhism as well. Although
the Five Schools serve different purposes, their ultimate destination is
the same. It is said:

There is only one road back to the source,
But there are many expedient ways to reach it.

Although there are five different schools, they are still included within
one “Buddhism.” If you want to understand the totality of Buddhism, you
need not necessarily divide it up into schools or sects. Originally there were
no such divisions. Why makes trouble when there is none? Why be divisive
and cause people to have even more false thoughts than they already have?

People think that the Five Schools are something really special and
wonderful. In fact, they have never departed from Buddhism itself. It’s
just like the government of a country. The government is made up of
different departments. There’s a Department of Health, a Department
of Economics, a State Department, a Department of the Interior, and so
forth. People may not realize that all these different departments are under
a single government. All they recognize is the department, and they don’t
recognize the government as a whole. Their outlook is mistaken. Now, we
wish to move from the branches back to the roots. In the analogy, the
roots are the government, and the branches are the various departments.
People should no abandon the roots and cling to the branches. If you
only see the individual departments and fail to recognize the government,
you will never be able to understand the problems faced by the country
as a whole. You’ll have no idea what they are all about.

Karl Ray: Then one should feel free to pursue any or all of the
teachings?

The Master: Of course. Religion shouldn’t be allowed to tie one
up.

Karl Ray: And if one chooses to follow only one certain school, can
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one reach the goal that all of them aim for?

The Master: All roads lead to Rome. All roads come to San Francisco.
All roads will take you to New York. You may ask, “Can I get to New
York by this road?” but you would do better to ask yourself, “Will I walk
that road or not?”

Karl Ray: You mentioned that the goal of Buddhism is the same for
all schools. What is that goal?

The Master: The goal ultimately is to return to a place where there
is “nothing to get.” You go to a place where there is no more road, and
then you stop going. You go no further.

Karl Ray: What are bitter practices?*

[¥&'u heng: the twelve beneficial ascetic practices recommended by
the Buddha, e.g., sleeping sitting up, taking only one meal a day before
noon, wearing only three layers of clothing, drinking only unadulterated
water after the noon hour, etc. The more general ones are meditating,
practicing the Vinaya, etc.]

The Master: Bitter practices are just what people don’t like, what
they don’t want to do. That’s why you don’t come here and practice them,
you’ll notice.

Karl Ray: Because I don’t want to?

The Master: Because you are afraid!

Karl Ray: But I don’t know what they are yet!

The Master: Bitter practices, in general, are those which people are not
willing to endure. That’s why you don’t want to practice them, either.

Karl Ray: Is it not possible that in ordinary life, in life as we are living
itin our everyday world, that there are many things that are bitter practices,
that we choose to do even though we don’t want to?

The Master: If you are involved in them, you won't realize it. The
bitter practices we are discussing now are ones which are visible and
which everyone can see. No one can see the internal hardships people
face, and although they don’t want to undergo them, they are forced to
do so anyway. The external practices that everyone can see and that are
suitable to undertake are those which most people do not wish to endure.
I often say,

To endure suffering is to end suffering;
To enjoy blessings is to exhaust one’s blessings.

Karl Ray: I’'m not sure I understand the relationship between an
individual’s suffering and the suffering of others. Does taking on bitter
practices relieve the suffering of others?

The Master: There is such a relationship in that circumstance, yes.

Karl Ray: Are these practices for everyone or only for monks?

The Master: Everybody can practice them.

Karl Ray: I’d like to ask something about the Pure Land because it
seems to me to be one of the most neglected aspects of Buddhism in the
West, unlike in the East. The question is, is the heaven in the Pure land—if

O EMZHMW O - OOMF Ik



|FEJ[J,9H§JEIE“U(5H o TEEFE Y o B
FE > b URLES RIS PR~ ’iﬁﬂ“ﬁi'_ﬁ* °
P Ejiﬂ‘ AEIERLSA S F s g

RLOG P!
Karl Ray: ;Lﬂf\'_ﬂ% El5Epy o ShE 4 R
i

EA:F ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁgfjﬁjﬂw o

Karl Ray: & (I rfq_ﬁr:;i I%EJ o

EA: T"L—;‘[ﬁuﬂqﬁff%mi:ﬂ\ AR o P E "‘J
R 5 ik [HIRES- SN R
e A e s e
SN BRE( Y R o ()

Karl Ray: E‘F N ;ilH|[—{a:ﬁ5j fi iy
FlT> = :IIK%J r{‘—i% UEJF’??“ ey

EA: 3 WERLEPFEp AL CE

Jﬁl.” ABE%E)]KIL[EH |J JE, o fay IP}%E@W‘
MWﬁjvw@WMfoﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ@wm
W%ﬂwru&W%W#ﬁ@@w’ﬂﬁWWaﬁ
MAYEE ﬂﬁlﬁﬁ@ ) ~ Py e F 5:%
H[ e #F‘*ﬁ@ﬁ’)ﬁd‘ ﬁi} SRR E R 'J
FEHERIY ’fq_*‘rl??~ —JﬁL K2 o FJ?EJEJ’FL 4.
fﬁ%lwf b= 0 NI R Y ) i
R 2E FiEge e LR > JERLe
EIJ}JEIoﬂrIFﬁ'— RO N (SR & &

R e PRSI o Al SRS
Rl MRk -

Karl Ray lﬁlﬁﬁfﬁﬂi Al
‘wim g ‘?i7\|i|i RS PR
il 'mj (=

A5 o (A E e e
Hipp ) RN E ’ﬂﬁl*ﬁ%?“j\lmﬁjﬂ

Karl Ray:}ii?, o SRS pRE
far?

EA- Y THEFNE G JNE) > H
IR A ¢ - BT
iF;HE\L.“ ?L:E[fj o

Karl Ray:j< % fi AERE }“JF“ (5=
I 2

EASRE - 4 -

Karl Ray: fi' il 4 P2 E| /[

fll~
—“;{‘ j li‘

fe @ ﬁ

C TR

May 2004 ¢ VAJRA BODHI SEA )

DHARMA TALK DHARMA RAIN

I'am correct in using the term—similar to the Christian heaven?

The Master: Fundamentally there is no heaven and there is no Pure
Land. People imagine a heaven and a heaven exists. They imagine the
existence of a Pure Land and a Pure Land exists. The Pure Land Dharma
door was spoken by the Buddha in order to teach you to do away with
your false thoughts. It is intended to lead you to a realization of the
pure, inherently wonderful True Suchness nature. At the ultimate point,
when you have no false thoughts or confused ideas, you arrive at the
Pure Land. Whoever can do away with their false thoughts can reach the
Land of Ultimate Bliss. Whoever cannot do that is still in the Evil World
of the Five Turbidities. So, heaven is the same. We imagine how fine and
wonderful heaven must be, but only on the basis of what we have heard.
We also imagine the Pure Land to be as the Buddha said it was. We haven’t
yet seen it ourselves, except in our imaginations. As I see it, the Pure Land
Dharma-door is taught only for the sake of causing you to purify your mind.
That is the Pure Land. If your mind has no confused ideas, that is heaven.
If you look for it elsewhere, you only show your greed.

Karl Ray: That’s one of the most beautiful definitions I‘ve ever heard
of the Pure Land.

The Master: But it’s the worst explanation ever given!

Karl Ray: It seems the most sensible.

The Master: The really good explanation is impossible to give. If
it were a really good explanation, there’d be no way to convey it to you.
Anything that can be said is not ultimate. If it can be explained, it doesn’t
“have it.” I've never heard as good a one either. (Laughter)

Karl Ray: In other words, what is eliminated in this definition of
the Pure Land is what has so often been ascribed to it as “otherworldly
power.”

The Master: “Other-powet” (' /) just refers to the power of
Amitabha Buddha. “Self-power” (#se /) refers to your own ability to
recite the name of Amitabha Buddha. Using “vow-power” you borrow
the power of Amitabha Buddha’s vows to escort you to the Pure Land
of Ultimate Bliss. This comes from relying on the power of Amitabha
Buddha’s vows, but the vow-power of Amitabha Buddha and the vow-
power of every individual is just the same; it is of one kind. If you can
purify your mind, then you will become one with Amitabha Buddha.
If you can purify your mind, the Land of Ultimate Bliss appears right
in front of you. It is especially important that you cut off all desire. All
your desirous thoughts, just cut them off so that you think of nothing
whatsoever. If you can stop all thoughts of sexual desire, have no greedy,
hateful, or ignorant thoughts, then Amitabha’s power is your power as
well; they are

two and yet not two; not two and yet two.

Basically, there is no distinction, but living beings have to find some-
thing to do where there is nothing to be done, that’s all.
Karl Ray: Does not this explanation of the Pure Land conflict with the

27



15 ?

LA SN Y
4 F ﬁhj FL Bh oo PRERAEE » BT ] L [ o
Hij”*@% B gy
G e

F Karl Ray: J\FL%WV%J~ & rﬁﬂ* FEFTJ

FH'EJ R 2T T IR SR T T
kil ‘Jl’%‘mé’ﬁi ?

J:A-E?']:FEI i X e

Karl Ray: {f! TET F[J fe o

AR~ e ﬂ]tiL[fk .

Karl Ray: (S35 B U5 fLERE 2

EA: PFNIEAS  T EW‘[‘[L[ ;:77;}
T i‘é‘;g»gu—l»"ﬁij ° ,*_f_FT[ﬂJ , [/ZH 7[‘?&
SPEAE SU RSN o b
A o LS @m@’wwnumw
lﬁf\_léﬁiﬁ”ﬁ VIS e TP ER S T ,&pﬁ
AR BRI BT L

e R

Karl Ray: %5 LI
POl b ol
RIS 2

LA R Rl

Karl Ray: ZV Jfl » 7% F{J I T\ El kN

SATSRL T g
TRLPS - B - SR

UNEENAE E37 2 il
PRI 1 (32)

Karl Ray: 213 | TGyl F’L IRE ,EL]EJ}J%:

EA: f_ﬁl IR - T%lf\_[ﬂ[*‘“]g}%‘?

Karl Ray: i_% fg'f-_—li}%

LA YRR - Uk ERLAFIEY <
B - ﬁiw ,ﬁWWf@‘fﬁ’
S ﬁ“rﬁrﬂ e YPREEE > B
el _E;QEE‘]:F 1‘“]15?11 °

Karl Ray: 373 | Jrrl‘/ff"6 A PITEEEDZS Tl
TFIs = o

J:Aﬂiﬂ”ﬁ Bb |

B RLTS RL R

28

DHARMA TALK DHARMA RAIN

tantric practices of using sexual powers? Are they two different ways that
one must choose between, or can they be practiced simultaneously?

The Master: There is no contradiction. As for one who practices
tantra, if he has no sexual desire, it is all right. If he has desire, then he
is just the same as a common person.

Karl Ray: In other words, in the tantric practice one must also be
detached from sexual desire?

The Master: Most definitely, yes. There must be no thoughts of sexual
desire. If you have desire, you are just the same as a common person, and
you will have children just the same as everyone else. That’s for certain!

Karl Ray: Can you have children without desire, without
attachment?

The Master: You'd have to be a piece of wood! A piece of wood
has no attachment.

Karl Ray: But a piece of wood doesn’t have children, does it?

The Master: To do the tantric practices, one must neither be a piece
of wood nor have desire. It is really not easy. Because it is so difficult, it
is extremely dangerous. But most people like it, and use it to cover up
their own “inner conflicts.”

Karl Ray: That brings up the question of the teacher-disciple
relationship. Can one practice Buddhism without a teacher or as the
Indians say, a “gurur”

The Master: It takes a little longer.

Karl Ray: But it’s not impossible?

The Master: That depends on the root-nature of the individual.

Karl Ray: What do you think of the prospects for Buddhism in
America?

The Master: Buddhism is like a seed. In Asia, it no longer exists. The
seed has come to the West. Having come to the West, of course it will
take root and grow. After growing large, it will eventually pass away in the
West as well. Then it will go on from there to yet another world. This is
one of the natural tendencies of the Buddhadharma. It may happen that
in five hundred years or perhaps a thousand years—it’s not certain how
long it will be—Buddhism may go to the moon.

Karl Ray: I was just going to ask, you said “world “ and not “another
country.” That’s what you meant?

The Master: Yes, yes!

Karl Ray: I think I'll let you off now.

The Master: You’ll liberate me? But I am liberating you! (Laughter)

Karl Ray: I thank you. The questions were stupid.

The Master: Were the questions stupid or were the answers stupid?

Karl Ray: The questions.

The Master: Stupidity and wisdom are basically the same. When you
reverse stupidity, it becomes wisdom. It’s like the palm and the back of
one’s hand. Turn it over, and then you’ve got it. If you are interested, feel
free to make an appointment at any time to come and discuss things.
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Karl Ray: Thank you. Maybe you can help me not be afraid of bitter
practices?
The Master: That's easy!
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