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THE VENERABLE MASTER’S NEW YEAR’S TALK—
UNFEELING TIME AND FLAVORFUL BUDDHADHARMA
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There is a Chinese saying:

“Time has no feelings.

As it increases, it actually decreases.”

The years and months have no feelings. They show no
mercy at all. Although they are said to increase, they are
also diminishing. What does this mean? If it is said that
there is neither increase nor decrease, how can we talk about
time increasing and decreasing? Well, what increases and
decreases actually neither increases nor decreases.

“Time has no feelings.” You want to tell it to stop. You
say, “Time, just stop here today, so we can stay here lon-
ger.” However, it is impossible to bring time to a standstill,
unless you can stop the sun from moving across the sky.
Now, although science has made progress, it still has found
no method for making the sun stand still. Therefore, time
is unfeeling.

“As it increases, it actually decreases.” This year you are
sixty years old, and next year sixty-one. Although it may seem
that your lifespan has increased by one year, if you calculate
toward the year of your death.... For instance, if I were to
die at the age of 100 and had now lived to be sixty-one,
I would only have thirty-nine years left to live. Therefore,
as my age increases, the years that remain decrease. That’s
why, “As it increases, it actually decreases.” Likewise, “as it
decreases, it actually increases.” If you really understand
this principle, then you know that there is basically neither
increase nor decrease. That’s why I said, “If you are not
old at heart, you can be eternally young.” Therefore, “as it

increases, it actually decreases.”
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What should we do?

“The Buddhadharma is flavorful.
After the bitter comes the sweet.”

The Buddhadharma is really most flavorful. When you study
the Buddhadharma, you study a little bit, and then under-
stand a little bit. Recently I said, “As to enlightenment, there
are small enlightenments, middle-sized enlightenments, and
great enlightenments.” How big is a small enlightenment? It
might be as small as a speck of dust bordering on nothing-
ness. You might already have had a small enlichtenment in
your eighth consciousness without even realizing it.

When you have a middle-sized enlightenment, you think,
“Ah, T understand a little more of the doctrine. That is what
‘neither increasing nor decreasing’ is all about. There are so
many meanings to the phrase, ‘not produced, not destroyed,
not defiled, not pure.”” You understand the doctrines: that
is a middle-sized enlightenment.

Great enlightenment ends birth and death. You know
how you come and how you go. You fully understand what
is meant by increase, decrease, and not increasing and not
decreasing, not produced and not destroyed. That’s great
enlightenment.

“The Buddhadharma is flavorful.
After the bitter comes the sweet.”

First, you must endure a bit of suffering. You should not
just study for three and a half or five days and then say, “I
have studied enough Buddhadharma.” You must have the
patience to persevere: “No matter how difficult it is, I want
to learn.” That is why we stick faithfully to our schedule of
language and Sutra study. Unless there are special circum-
stances, I absolutely won’t be lazy about teaching you. Why
not? Because you need to seriously and diligently cultivate,
and then you can get to the flavor: “After the bitter comes
the sweet.” You must first take the bitter, and afterwards you
can taste the sweetness. So in studying the Buddhadharma,
no one should be afraid of suffering. Don’t fear hardship.
The more suffering, the better. You should rouse your spirits,
set your goals, and advance with courage and vigor. Don’t
be afraid of suffering or difficulties. Then you can study
the Buddhadharma.
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