RMEARMAKT —%

Gratitude for the Dedication of Your Lives

IR 2003F 115]15¢ IE%JJ‘?FU (215
SPOKEN BY KIT JONES ON NOVEMBER 15, 2003, HONORING ELDERS DAY AT THE CITY OF TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS
AR 1Y CHINESE TRANSLATION BY HAILEE SUN

RIS FTRSS RURE S
B ?l“l? vy PE:ﬁxJ”“d %551
IUIFFH [l F5 ﬂ] RN N ‘Jé‘g.[fjjléj
in&nglﬁﬁﬁi Hr‘ a IHJ‘ B p JF;t
F}FJHHT STt - PP
RS I'F'WEE?EJZEI'E”H? © YHLELF b

~ UHRLZ R R BT B4 - TR
R L L

IR AL
s ,V?&(g —{E:{ IJEF fjj%ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁ'
*ﬂlfﬂf*ﬁwvif:w ”'EF Fwﬂ% Eaailie
ﬁ*u’%«fglﬁﬂf lﬁé&%'[ﬂ'] F' SEL s
i 9 - o IR 2
,?{JZ LT%EJ\E |7—1<F”,;1 T ELJQ%J_&_A/

oA PV TEML o B PRI
WL T [ PO B |
U= [ e PRI I (LF J
R FEEE o (971 19305F [ReTE
P R EII‘LE EgEN ﬁ[lﬁiﬁ’(/%JE TFJ °
BEESARE]F Epy b SRR
U M- E Al B 0 S
R [ S fa{P RS %%ZEJ NI
o PR PR R YA e (pu o)~ i
s biiﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬁ‘”&lf‘ﬁﬁ YL pLfY IFEJw
2 T\_T BT - AT PR
FIERS 4 PP i 1= - L= fWJ?EE@U*
IRRLpE B PRSPPI o ST 2
EHTEEEREO N % W«#‘nﬁl‘wﬂﬁ*
7| l%ﬁj\ﬁfﬂguiﬁtﬁﬁo AL R UGS

il
@’A

@g PSRN INIER

28

Good Morning. To begin with I would like to express my appreciation
to John [Chu] at the Reception Office for being so helpful year after
year in arranging tours for my Mendocino College Religions of the
World classes. He is always very helpful in finding us tour guides for
the day. And I would like to thank the Dharma Masters for being such
gracious guides during our visits in the past several years. They are
always very informative and encouraging to myself and my students
in our efforts to understand Buddhism. I know that the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas has always been very supportive of its neighbor-
ing educational institutions in this area and I believe that this support

provides a valuable cultural exchange for the citizens of the area.

I am grateful for this opportunity to speak to you at this ceremony
honoring elders as I believe that this event is a wonderful and much
needed contribution to our community. I want to begin by remember-
ing my own elders, specifically my parents. I remember my mother
Barbara, for being a woman who deeply cared for her family, for her
love of children, and for her reverent connection to nature. I remember
my father Bill, who passed away this year just before his ninety-fourth
birthday, as a man of active involvement in community work. He was,
in fact, the Director of the Ukiah Senior Center for a few years. He
was interested in international exchange and traveled extensively as
part of this activity, even traveling in China in the 1930s. It is probably

from him that I get my long-standing interest in Asian culture.

When I think of elders I think of those who have been with us a
long time; of those who have given much to their children, families,
friends, and communities. I think of those who have given years of
service to those they love and principles they believe in. I think of
parents, grandparents, and I think of our ancestors going back to
antiquity who have helped develop and preserve the traditions which
shape the life of our culture. And furthermore, I think of those mem-
bers of the natural world who likewise have been here a long time,

and who also provide support and comfort for our lives. I think of

the earth, the water and rocks, and of the great, aged trees that give )
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so much beauty to our region. I experience all of these as elders, and
I am grateful to them.

But as I remember these elders, I cannot help being struck by how
poorly we in the United States honor them. We have many celebra-
tions in the year — Thanksgiving, Fourth of July, Halloween, Easter,
Christmas, etc — but none which specifically focuses upon the senior
members of our community. I believe that we too easily forget to
honor our elders because the United States is still a young and imma-
ture culture. The dominant culture in this country today emphasizes
youthful glamour and speed, flashy wealth, and technological power.
It is unfortunate but I believe true that we often display a regional
and global arrogance and shortsightedness. Ken Wilber, a Buddhist-
oriented philosopher, writes:

It is not the forces of darkness but of shallowness that every-
where threaten the true, and the good, and the beautiful, and
that ironically announce themselves as deep and profound. It
is an exuberant and fearless shallowness that everywhere is
the modern danger, the modern threat, and that everywhere
nonetheless calls to us as savior.

We might have lost the Light and the Height; but more fright-
ening, we have Lost the Mystery and the Deep, the Emptiness
and the Abyss, and lost it in a World dedicated to surfaces and
shadows, exteriors and shells, whose prophets lovingly exhort us
to dive into the shallow end of the pool head first.

So I believe that the culture of the United States is immature. It is
still absorbed in the fascinations of the teenage years. Our culture in
the United States is very powerful, but it is not yet wise.

It is urgent that we begin to move on, to deepen and mature our
culture. To do this I believe we need to see that all people and all
stages of life are deeply interconnected. If we fail to appreciate these
interconnections we will automatically fail to honor one another, and
especially our elders. If we fail to honor our elders we imply that what
they did is not important to us. Do we also thereby imply that what we
are working so hard to create each day need not be seen as important
by our children? We imply and teach them that accomplishments and
values are only important in the present and not worth preserving. So
why should we expect our children to honor us or our accomplish-
ments in our own future elder years? In honoring our elders we express
appreciation for all they have given for our benefit, and we express
respect for the values their lives have instilled in us. In honoring our
elders we teach our children the fundamental importance of service
to our families and communities. So in honoring our elders today let

us all rejoice in saying to them, our children and to each other: “This

is what 1 wish for you — a long and meaningtul life in a whole andj
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healthy community.” Thank youl

Statement by Ken Wilber is quoted from the Introduction, page xi, in his book Sex,
Ecology, Spirituality: The Spirit of Evolution. Shambhala, Boston and London. 1995

(Continued from page 25)

A plague is hung up bigh, reflecting all offenses as a mirror would. 1f you were
to recite the Great Compassion Mantra and go to the hells while alive,
you would have a plaque hung up for you that says, “This person is
someone who recites the Great Compassion Mantra.” Due to the
Great Compassion Mantra’s awesome spiritual power, the ten kings
of the underwotld, those with human bodies and heads of oxen or
horses, and other kings of ghosts will venerate you and get on their
knees and bow. “No one should be impolite to this person.” That’s
how powerful the mantra is.

It is best to be vegetarian if we uphold the Great Compassion
Mantra. Didn’t I talk about the Chinese character “meat” a few days
ago? Since I have explained it already, I will not explain it again. Let
me share an historical account with you. I believe all of you good
advisors have heard this before. For those of you who have heard it
before, you might as well listen to it one more time. As for those of
you who have not heard it before, please pay attention. First, clean out

your ears. If you ears are dirty, the precious Dharma can’t go in. How

does the story go? 5>To be continued

(Continued from page 27)

Living in this world, we receive so much kindness from others.
Therefore, we should repay this kindness by being grateful. When
we appreciate others, we give rise to compassion that in turn pro-
duces joy in our hearts. Everyday, we should be happy and be joyful
Bodhisattvas. Naturally, our hearts will open up, our bodies will be
healthy and eventually our lives will be more meaningful. Some say,
“As a Bodhisattva, one should support the Wayplace and practice the
giving of offerings.” However, if one has no money to offer, what
happens? A saying goes like this: Though we have no money, we have
mouths which can refrain from gossipping and praise others instead.
We can rejoice in various kinds of merit and virtue. When others are
happy, our minds will expand and become joyous. Therefore, I hope
that all elders are happy participating in Honoring Elders Day and
have joytul hearts to practice the Bodhisattva Path.
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