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Sutra:

Having heard it, they will uphold it; having upheld it,
they will recite it; having recited it, they will be able to
speak it; having spoken it, they will be able to write it
out; to cause others to write it out; to make offerings
to it; to revere, honor, and praise it.

Commentary:
Having heard it, they will uphold it. They won’t just
listen to the Dharma Flower Sutra and then forget it. They
will reread and recite it, accept and uphold it. They will
constantly uphold this Sutra and always study it. If one
does not study it, then one cannot be considered to be
constantly upholding it. Having upheld it for a long time,
they will recite it from memory, without having to look
at the book. “Upholding” the Sutra means reading it from
the book. “Reciting” it means reciting it from memory.
Having recited it, they will be able to speak it; hav-
ing spoken it, they will be able to write it out. It isn’t
enough to just be able to lecture on the Sutra. One must
also be able to write it out. This refers to the Five Kinds of
Dharma Masters: those who (1) read, (2) recite, (3) receive
and uphold, (4) write out, and (5) explain the Sutras. I once
knew a Dharma Master named Ru Lian whose calligraphy
was excellent. Every day he sat in his room in full lotus and
wrote out the Dbarma Flower Sutra. 1t was later published.
Previously he had been an official but later he left home
and exclusively wrote out the Dbarma Flower Sutra.

They will also be able to cause others to write it out;
to make offerings to it; to revere, honor, and praise
it. If one cannot write it out, one can ask others to write

After the Sutra is completely written out, one can
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bow to and revere it, praise it, make offerings to it, honor
it, and recite it.

All the Buddhas, including the Buddha Many Jewels,
certify that the Dharma Flower Sutra is the most wonderful
and inconceivable of dharmas. For every part of sincer-
ity you bring, you will receive that much of a response.
If you have ten parts sincerity, you will receive ten parts
of benefit in response. You should not take it for granted
and waste your time. It is inconceivable to be able to hear
the Dharma Flower Sutra. Your parents, grandparents, and
great grandparents never heard it, but you get to hear it.
You have outdone your ancestors in this regard in terms of
merit and virtue. This is an inconceivable state; don’t think
it’s ordinary. Your study of the Buddhadharma now means
that you have great good roots and virtuous practice.

T'have some good news. Now, every night many people
gather in this small Buddhahall and there is not enough
room. It is standing room only. Every seat is filled and
there are no empty seats. So we need to find a bigger place.
Every evening all of you Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Upasakas,
and Upasikas have been reciting the Great Compassion
Mantra hoping to enlarge the lecture hall! You have been
reciting for so many days, and I believe the hall will get
bigger. How big? Large enough to hold four or five
hundred people. I think it will happen this week! Is that
wonderful or not? You wouldn’t think this little lecture
hall could grow so large; wait until it happens and you’ll
see it’s really inconceivable. You can recite at home, too,
to help the Buddhist Lecture Hall and the Sino-American
Buddhist Association expand quickly. The bigger they get,
the better. The more people the better. Then even when
many people come, they will all have a place to sit.

At Putuo Mountain, the Great Hall in Puji Temple
appears to be one size, not too big, but it expands to ac-
comodate a thousand people, ten thousand people, or even
a hundred thousand people, with more space remaining,
This is an inconceivable jeweled hall.

(Continued on page 10)
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