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SANSKRIT LESSON #57
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tad yathd suvarpasya ripyasya vaidiryasya sphatikasya
lohitamuktasydsmagarbhasya musiragalvasya saptamasya ratnasya/

That is, of gold, silver, lapis lazuli, crystal,

red pearl, carnelian, mother of pearl—the seventh jewel.
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Sakyamuni Buddha, in the shorter Stitra concerning the Land

. of Happiness of the Buddha Amitabha, has just told his

disciples that in that world there are lotus pools made of the
seven jewels. The text now names them, introducing the list
with zad yathd, that is. Then each gem is named in the
genitive singular, as was done in the previous list of four
jewels'. The stem forms of the words are: suvarna gold, ripya
silver, vaidirya lapis lazuli, and sphatika crystal, with the
addition of three new jewels.

The compound lohitamuktasya, the fifth jewel red pearl,
has its final -2 combined with the following initial 2- of gem
number six which is probably carnelian, asmagarbhasya, re-
sulting in 4. Both words are genitive singular in form. Lohita
means red, and mukti (here mukta and declined according
to the short —# declension) means pearl. Asma by itself is a

kind of stone, and the word garbha of the second compound
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means womb. The compounds may be considered either mas-
culine or neuter, and their exact identification with worldly
gems is uncertain. That is also true for the compound
musdragalvasya mother of pearl, masculine or neuter, and
often interpreted as a kind of coral. It is saptamasya ratnasya,
the seventh jewel.

Sapta is the cardinal number seven, and saptama means
the seventh. Saptamasya is genitive singular neuter, agreeing
with ratnasya, genitive singular of the neuter word ratna jewel.
Actually the Sanskrit numbers from five to nineteen show
no distinction of gender, but the numbers one to four are
inflected for all three genders. The numbers 1-20 follow in
their stem forms: eka one, dva two, tri three, catur four, pasica
five, sat six, sapta seven, asta eight, nava nine, dasa ten,
ekidasa eleven, dvadasa twelve, trayodasa thirteen, caturdasa
fourteen, paficadasa fifteen, sodasa sixteen, saptadasa
seventeen, astddasa eighteen, navadasa nineteen, vinsati
twenty.

The adorning pools of lotuses will be described in more

detail in subsequent lessons.

Notes:
1. See Vajra Bodhi Sea issue #399, pages 17 amd 19 for full explanation.
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