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A verse in praise says:
Having just barged in on Master Muzhou,
He suddenly got his foot smashed.
He sent a message from the mountaintop
That shook the elephants’ very bones.
As was the teacher, so was the disciple:
Like worms invading wood.
Under the sky at the gate to the clouds (Yunmen),
A banner was hoisted on high.

Commentary:

Having just barged in on Master Muzhou, / He suddenly got his
foot smashed. Right after he arrived at Master Muzhou’s, his foot was
smashed. You see how those of old forgot themselves for the sake of
the Dharma? The Second Patriarch in China cut off his arm for the sake
of the Dharma. Master Wen Yan got his foot smashed while seeking the
Dharma. He sent a message from the mountaintop / That shook
the elephants’ very bones. The message Master Yan sent was for the
left-home people. At that time, the dragons and elephants (the outstand-
ing individuals) within the Buddhism were all trembling,

As was the teacher, so was the disciple: / Like worms invading
wood. This means that the Way of the teacher and the disciple tallied.
Master Yan went to pay tespects to Master Muzhou, and later Master
Muzhou told him to go visit Master Xuefeng. Under the sky at the
gate to the clouds (Yunmen), / A banner was hoisted on high. At
Yunmen, he set up a huge black Dharma flag.

Another verse says:
Patriarch Yan of Yunmen gave away sweet dew.
His Dharma circulated throughout the world,
rescuing the confused multitudes.

With wisdom, eloquence, courage, and talent
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he sought to resolve his own affairs.
With kindness, compassion, joy and giving
he responded to beings’ potentials.
The door slammed shut; his foot was smashed,
and instantly he was enlightened!
Hearing the words, he bowed his head—
fathoming the magnificent meaning.
His virtuous teaching will benefit endless generations.
Such a good and wise advisor as he
is rarely found in the past or now!

Commentary:

Master Yan of Yunmen gave away sweet dew. Dhyana Master Wenyan of
Yunmen magnanimously bestowed a Dharma rain of sweet dew. His Dharma
circulated throughout the world, rescuing the confused multitudes. The
Dharma of the Yunmen School has spread throughout the world and saves
people who are confused. With wisdom, eloquence, courage, and talent
he sought to resolve his own affairs. Dhyana Master Wenyan was extremely
wise. He was exceptionally talented and had tremendous determination. But he
did not seck fame and benefit. He sought to resolve his own matter—the great
matter of birth and death. He knew that impermanence arrives quickly and felt
that all mundane things and events were superficial. The only thing worth doing
was to work to clearly understand the problem of birth and death. He sought to
complete his own affair and did not pay attention to trivial matters or getinvolved
in other people’s business. Most of us, however, always worty about trivial mat-
ters and notice other people’s good points and shortcomings, looking into their
rights and wrongs. That is to apply effort on external things instead of working
on one’s own internal skill. Dhyana Master Wenyan knew that seeking outside is
renouncing the root and grasping at the branches. He beseeched Master Muzhou
to help him solve his own problem. Master Muzhou just kept opening the door,
looking at him, and then closing the door again. He did that several times. After
that he grabbed him and shouted, “Speak up, you! You! Speak!” What did he
expect him to say, anyway?

Master Yan started thinking about what he should say. When he started think-
ing, he fell into second and third thoughts. If Master Yan had spoken as soon as
he was caught and told to speak, he would have been correct. But as soon as he
started thinking, he was calculating. He was wondering, “What do you want me
to say?” And that would never do. He hesitated. Had he spoken immediately,
without any reflection whatsoever, that would have been his first thought, and then
Master Muzhou could have known whether he understood or not. But he didn’t
understand, and so he couldn’t say anything. As soon as Master Yan hesitated,
Master Zhou shoved him out the door. Although Master Zhou kept slamming
the door on him, Master Yan kept coming back. Take a look at how the cultiva-
tors of old sought the Dharma. They would come back again and again, and
be willing to completely lose face and sacrifice their sense of self.

They were not like people of today who say, “Oh? If you won’t teach me,

September 2003 ¢ VAJRA BODHI SEA )

15



uwg@% PO g, T g 2T

' J’iﬁ@%ﬁfj[ﬂ
SIS L S
f®#$ﬁfi% SFE(TEHE RS
FrES o
TR I %W%

’ I%W@rﬂﬂﬁpv isRb I TTE (R
I LR S L 3 S A
'—’FLW ypp=1 - = J?ﬂf\._rgu fY |
J r%ﬁﬁﬁ'fﬁj [ Iﬁ
B EEEW eEN Ay
e SR IR TR e R

? BT 1};4%4 ? PR PSR
S SAHT e B RS SRR
W@@@Wm’@WWﬂ—ﬁﬁ
ﬁ’ﬁlﬁﬁfﬁfﬁyﬁ RSl

i ﬁv$$%J"ha#“
FEPEL RS o A R AT
AT AT - ﬂﬂﬁ*%?i#ﬂﬂﬁk
%'ﬁﬁ&%m’wﬁﬂm@*wkﬁ
S R el g g < B TS i
EN RS E e L S

» 25 PR R Ak S e £
ELSSARER o 5ok [ (ERL
HSEUFFIECT > S R -
Uﬂ%Tm@%v%ﬂﬂ%%
”/m@m:iﬁﬂ < ENAME -
°f6f¥?€FTWI’W%¢%in

%%ﬂﬂ’ﬁ¢Wr°WFﬁHﬁ@"‘%
|a% IR SRR, o T
PG FIE o CFEIE A
MRk 270 Lo PR T ik g
ﬁ<’?WHﬁWEEW§ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%

) TR STRE T R E
T LD e ATERS o e
%»”ﬂ[ﬂ i?iu%wﬁoiWW$4
%~%ﬁ’ﬁlﬁﬁ'? W'Ti“‘
I sﬂﬁ@fﬁ " Aﬂw BRI
faras 7 © o, fay ‘r: rEJ‘[\_FJ[PFLJ.?

(¢@%0

Fi =

—

R e

I'll just leave! I don’t have to subject myself to this! It’s extremely embarrass-
ing! The way you act toward me doesn’t leave me any face at alll”

The cultivators of old didn’t have any of those pretensions. They were
without a mark of self. They just kept right on secking the Dharma.

With kindness, compassion, joy and giving he responded to be-
ings’ potentials. / The door slammed shut; his foot was smashed, and
instantly he was enlightened! For Dhyana Master Wenyan, seeking for the
Dharma had been bitter business. He lost the use of one foot in the process,
and for the rest of his life he was a cripple. He limped. He had forgotten
himself for the sake of the Dharma, but since he himself had undergone so
much difficulty, he was more expedient when he taught other people. He gave
them some leeway. He used the four immeasurable qualities of mind—kind-
ness, compassion, joy, and giving—in teaching and transforming beings.

When Master Muzhou shut the door, he slammed it on Master Yan’s foot
and smashed it. Instantly the Master woke up. Probably the pain was so ex-
treme that his whole body broke out in a profuse sweat, and he saw through
everything: “Oh! Originally that’s how it is! Everything is empty and false!”
He experienced sudden enlightenment.

Hearing the words, he bowed his head—in that moment fathom-
ing the magnificent meaning. Then he went to visit Master Xuefeng, who
exclaimed, “What in the world happened to your” Master Yan lowered his
head and meshed with Master Xue’s mind seal. He tallied with the magnificent
meaning. He tallied with the Patriarchs’ and Buddhas’ merging of minds with
minds so that they are all the same. He joined in that subtle, wonderful, and
inconceivable event.

His virtuous teaching will benefit endless generations. / Such a good
and wise advisor as he is rarely found in the past or now! Then, at Yun-
men, he taught and transformed living beings. At that time, there would be
more than twenty people a day who got enlightened at Yunmen! The Dharma
there was that supreme! During that period in the Tang Dynasty, those who
got enlightened under the teaching of Dhyana Master Wenyan were many
indeed! That’s how he was able to firmly establish the Yunmen School. To
this very day, we still learn from Master Yan’s spirit of forgetting himself to
toil for the sake of the Dharma.

I am not a patriarch, and yet I wish to learn from the patriarchs and Bo-
dhisattvas. That’s why I am not afraid of toil, traveling among the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Canada. Anyone who is
not afraid of toil, just follow me; anyone who is afraid, just quit. You and I now
obtain nourishment from the Dharma milk of Dhyana Master Wenyan.
From the past to the present there has rarely been anyone so sincere and so
unafraid of losing face. As for those of us today, if we are scolded a little,
or if things don’t go just the way we want them to, we think, “How can he
treat me that way!” and we can’t take it. If you can’t take it, how can you get

enlightened? (The End)
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