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The Chinese Orchestra Performs on July 4th
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Sharing the Joy—

BpHED YEE BY AGIS GAN

On July 4™, nine laypeople from Institute for World Religions in Berkeley,

seven laypeople from the City of the Dharma Realm Sacramento, and eight
adults and children from the City of 10,000 Buddhas (CTTB) formed a
Chinese orchestra of 24 people. This group rehearsed at Daoyuan Hall in
CTTB in preparation for a performance on July 4th. The Ukiah Chamber of
Commerce, the sponsor of the Independence Day celebration, had in June
invited students from Developing Virtue School to participate in the celebra-
tion. However, many students were away on summer vacation. The laypeople
from the Berkeley and Sacramento branch temples were happy to have the
opportunity to represent CT'TB in this community event.

At about 1:30 p.m., a caravan of nine vehicles set out from CTTB When
we reached Todd Grove Park in Ukiah, we were warmly welcomed by Mrs.
Debby, the organizer of the program. We selected a shady area under a tree
to set up the orchestra. The emcee made a short introduction and the per-
formance began.

The park was very large and people were scattered all over. There were
people under the tents, people under the trees, and children playing every-
where. After hearing the announcement, many families with children came
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and sat on the grass under the trees, in front of the orchestra, to enjoy the

music. Some elderly nuns also came to watch the performance. They sat under
the trees with the audience, giving people a chance to draw near the Sangha.
Mrs. Debby walked around the park to see how the sound carried. When she
came back, she happily told us, “It was great! I could hear your instruments
even from the side of the swimming pool. I like your instruments. They are
classical and elegant, and the music is just beautiful.”

The orchestra performed four pieces, which took about half an hour. The
first piece was “Ocean of Laughter,” a traditional melody based on the pen-
tatonic scale that was used as a movie theme. The second piece was “Drum
Melody of Feng Yang,” a popular folksong from An Hui Province, China.
The third piece was the mantra of Guanshiyin Bodhisattva, “Om Mani Padme
Hum.” The fourth was a classical piece called “The General Command,” also
the theme for a Chinese movie.

After the performance, out of curiosity, some children came forward to
try the Chinese musical instruments. Everyone was glad to share the joy of
Independence Day with the community and they went back joyfully. What a
meaningful way to celebrate July 4th!
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