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Graduation 2003 at Instilling Goodness and
Developing Virtue Boys Schools
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BY SCHOOL STAFF

The graduation for the Instilling Goodness Boys Elementary
School and the Developing Virtue Boys High Schools took
place on Thursday, June 12. In the opening talk, Dharma
Master Heng Lyu, the Abbot at the City of 10,000 Buddhas,
illustrated the principle of being careful in the work you do
via a story of how he once tried to prevent a rattlesnake from
entering his hermitage when he was doing a retreat.

Mr. Lewis Bostick, the principal of the Boys Schools,
expressed how proud he was of the high school graduates
who in his words, “exemplified the virtuous qualities that
the school was founded upon.” During the breaks between
speeches Jake Anderson, master of ceremonies and elemen-
tary school (K-8) graduate (other elementary school gradu-
ates included Chaitanya Misri, Simon Huynh, Hung Huynh,
Albert Shay, and Michael Hsieh), read various impressions
of the high school graduates from a wide range of students
at the school. A favorite was from a 4th grade student who
said, “I like Derrick Gan, he’s very nice and kind to us. He’s
not mean like so and so.”

Former principal Mr. Agis Gan gave an inspiring talk as
the parent representative of the high school graduates. In
his words: “The Venerable Master taught that education is
the natural duty for everyone. He has made this a volunteer
school, as an opportunity open to all people to contribute
and improve the education provided here.” Indeed, this year
Developing Virtue alumni, Nakula Hertz and Justin Hu came
back to help teach and assist the school in the dormitories.
We are very grateful for the selfless service that they, as well
their fellow UC Berkeley alumnus, Victor Cheng, gave to our
school during this last year.”

The keynote speech was delivered by Professor Stephen
Jenkins, scholar of Buddhist Sanskrit and Tibetan literature,
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who presently serves as
a professor in the Reli-
gious Studies Department at
Humboldt State University.
Professor Jenkins lauded
the students for being free-
thinking and creative human
beings, as opposed to the
stereotypical simple-minded
conformists, which students
of religious schools are
sometimes perceived to be.

Professor Jenkins en-
couraged the students to be
and “selfish”
as they pursue their studies

“rebellious”
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at their universities. He ex-
plained that here at the City
of 10,000 Buddhas, living
a life of moral integrity in
accordance with Buddhist
teachings is very simple.
However, once they arrive
on their respective university
campuses they will find that
this way of life often goes
against the status quo. In or-
der to maintain their moral
standards they are going to
have to “rebel” against these
forces.

With respect to being
“selfish” he said, “In college you will be asked to give up
other things. Don’t give up your integrity to be a good friend.
Don’t give up your dignity to comply with those you love.
The game is turned on its head. Be selfish! Some things that
look so attractive are really sacrifices and some things that
look like sacrifices are really selfish.”

The evening was capped off by small talks by each of the
four graduates, David Chien (UC San Diego), Truman Chang
(UC Santa Cruz), Bobby Antalek (UC Davis), and Derrick
Gan (UC Mendocino--in the future?). The talks were moving

and insightful. All in all it was an auspicious graduation.
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