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The inconceivable kindness and compassion of the Venerable Master
touches the depths of my being and conscience, moving me to tears
of shame, remorse, and profound gratitude. The Venerable Master
said, “those of you who have taken refuge with me are the blood and
flesh of my own body. No matter which part of my body is cut off,
it will be very painful. No matter which part of my body bleeds, my
constitution will be injured. Therefore, you should all unite together.
In order to cause Buddhism to flourish, you have to take the losses
that others are unwilling to take and endure the insults that others
are unable to endutre. You must expand the measure of your mind
and behave honestly. If your actions are not genuine, the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas will know. You can’t deceive them. Everyone must
examine his or her own faults and earnestly correct the mistakes of
the past. Truly recognize your past confused behavior and unprin-
cipled practices. Be honest. Forget yourself and work for Buddhism
and the entire society.”

The above very moving exhortation given by our compassionate
Teacher makes me feel very ashamed each time I read it. In a family,
if the siblings were to fight, the parents will feel very hurt and sad.
Similarly, if the Venerable Master’s disciples do not get along, then
the Master will also feel very pained at heart.

After staying about five years in the Sagely City, I returned to Ma-
laysia for four months. While I was there, I saw the Venerable Master
in a strange dream. I think there was a gathering of people but my
mind was focused on Shr Fu. I bowed to him. I was told that the
Venerable Master fasted for sixty-two days for (I think) his disciples.
That was in 1996. I do not know if this dream has any significance
for other disciples, but as I reflect on my own gross stupidity and lack
of patience, I am filled with deep regrets.

During my first appointment with the Venerable Master at his of-
fice in CTTB, in the spring of 1990, Shr Fu advised me, “If people
scold you, you should laugh.” It has been over a decade since I received

the Master’s compassionate instruction and, I feel ashamed that I still

o EMEREB o -00=F+47|



. —a—
MEMORIES OF THE VENERABLE MASTER -

HHFLLE 1o Iﬁﬁ_ﬁ—"ﬁx 2T o i9TF'E E[
“HWF**ﬂ<9ﬂ@ﬂiﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ
O Y u\@wj FDE Ererjgh YN E R
(77 BB - BRI © - SFIURLE
F{Jﬁlji@? Elfjff’stﬁ 0

T (2 BAT) IV LR R

TR Bl ?E*IH—L}L UDD%F'
B%#ﬁ@m@ﬂﬁwﬁwwﬁu

Y ﬁ@j@ﬁ@* = AR
i&lFﬁiD,\ﬁﬂD'F/\[ B {H [F N IJV:“%% R

i
ﬁwqﬁi{?i W@{i@*ﬁﬁhﬁ
B o 5 MR RLE | J’P’ [ty ‘“[FIJ SR IpE PR
R (R T N
SRS I 1= 1) A i -
WA BRE D 5 A T ]
H@#:ﬁ*%%ﬁn”%ﬁ%?Wﬁ#*fﬁw
Fu” s = B o PRI P e
F— [= 2N FTEIE@E}'% s T%[E@/}c s T\
50 BRI § SO 25
- —Bbj:i_]\ﬁ«q ER RN f&ﬁ L E El
m IESEBEAOY R TR R
PRI TR SRR R
Foo TREGhE s F}’%ﬁf&ﬂﬁ\ﬁb
e RHE A J’“ﬁ%%$%¥°
b= RSN T2 F i AT
-l R F'fji“l987£" i iy R
= %ﬁ‘j?'ﬁbﬁ SR FE ?»:Dﬂ P FErEs
S0 e FIERL 0 T P R SRR &
?& o YN = f““r FEFSER [‘J%ﬁf%l—ik ,
B A %J’wm”%kvm EES
ENAT! ﬁ%? [T - TR
PRIV 1 B [¢1990?FF4 Iwr S
T[JJHE‘?IEE‘J; ’ IE‘LE R R A IPF Nn\EIT‘F’P‘
T R - S wk?riﬁﬁu%
'J‘Ejilffﬁ@%ij ° EU‘I%TT’Tj‘ SN A AN
s Tiﬁl o @[TH JHp~ %T,FJ%B?”
%f%iyk@? P
' % ‘:‘i—bﬂﬁm ) ;ﬁ R Ji
L gﬁ: fﬁr : BRLFEANUE > 2R
R TN Jguﬁjg%guifﬁﬁ o YN T3

June 2003 ¢ VAJRA BODHI SEA

A

‘—J:(

@\

=%
A

have not been able to put it into practice. What did the Master mean
when he said that I should laugh? I think he was saying that not only
should I not display any temper, but that there should not even be
any trace of anger in my heart. But if I really want to cultivate, then
I cannot give rise to even a single thought of anger. That is truly a
most lofty and difficult teaching to follow.

Therefore, in Chapter 36 of the Avatamsaka |Flower Adornment]
Sutra, Universal Worthy Bodhisattva says:

Disciples of the Buddha, I have not seen any such Dharma as
the great offense and mistake of Bodhisattvas giving rise to
thoughts of anger towards other Bodhisattvas. Why is that?
Disciples of the Buddha, if Bodhisattvas were to give rise to
thoughts of anger and hatred towards other Bodhisattvas, that

would open doors to millions of obstructions...

We know that if we use a very concentrated, sympathetic, protec-
tive, and sincere mind to make transferences to living beings, then
the miraculous effect can be quite inconceivable. But if we use a
resentful and vengeful mind to transfer thoughts of hatred towards
living beings, then the damaging and disastrous effects will also be
inconceivable. We alone decide whether or not we want to employ
our mind to save or to kill. If we genuinely wish to practice all good,
then not only should we not lose our tempers, we also cannot harbor
any grudges toward anyone. We have to completely lay down all our
invisible daggers and dismantle all our inner bombs.

The Venerable Master said, “You can repay the kindness of your
teacher by not having any fire, and by not getting angry. I only wish
for one thing: that my disciples will not have any temper.” I sincerely
hope that I will someday be able to practice this Dharma of “If people
scold you, you should laugh” to perfection for only then can I begin
to repay the Venerable Master’s great kindness.

A Sutra says, “In the heavens and human realm, there is no strength
greater than patience; giving and holding precepts cannot compare
with it. Patient people have great strength and can shoulder the work
of the Tathagata.”

The Venerable Master established a sanctuary where the follow-
ers of all religions can take refuge. And in 1987, the World Religions
Conference was held in CTTB: Protestants, Catholics and followers
of other religions were invited. It is said, “The best religion in the
world is TOLERANCE.” If followers of all religions can unite and
work for world peace, then there will not be any wars or walls be-
tween people and nations. We are now living in the age of decline,
an age that is strong in fighting. So, when I first came to the Sagely
City in 1990, I was delighted to have arrived at a place where the
residents neither deliberately step on ants nor kill little creatures that
are regarded as pests by most people. Albert Schweitzer said: “Any
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religion which is not based on a respect for life is not a true religion.
Until he extends his circle of compassion to all living things, man
himself will not find peace.”

It is said that kindness can bring happiness and compassion can
alleviate suffering. When lecturing on the Avatamsaka Sutra, the
Venerable Master explained, “Kindness is the mother-substance of
good roots...Kindness and compassion are the most important virtues
that cultivators must have...If you hold precepts with a kind heart,
your precepts carry boundless merit and virtue. If you can cultivate
patience with a kind heart, that patience has boundless merit and
virtue... Kindness is just the Buddha; the Buddha is simply kindness.
Kindness is the Great Vehicle Dharma door...”

At this point, I recall a little verse:

So many gods, so many creeds,

So many paths that wind and wind,
When just the art of being kind,

Is all this sad world needs.

Everyone has the power to improve the fate of mankind. If we can
help preserve and perpetuate the Wisdom Light of the Great Sages,
we can revive and restore the pure sacredness of our Mother Earth.
When all living beings and plants bathe in the radiance of such a
pure and efficacious energy, then the Golden Age will again mani-
fest. “United we stand, divided we fall.” If all religious people can be
united, then there is hope. Instead of cursing the darkness, let us light

a candle and advance together. We will have a better future!

(Continued from page 33)

I think that our situation is similar to that of Shakyamuni Buddha back
then. The Venerable Master’s Six Great Guidelines--do not fight, do
not be greedy, do not seek, do not be selfish, do not pursue personal
advantage, and do not lie--are the invisible foundation of CTTB, as
well as the cornerstone of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association. If
the four assemblies in our Dharma Realm Buddhist Association abide
by the Six Great Guidelines and truly carry them out, then no matter

how long or how far the Venerable Master has parted from us, we

are constantly by the Venerable Master’s side. Amitabhal
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